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injured

overturns In
southern Irag

21 killed, 1

as bus

BAGHDAD: At least 21 Iraqis
were killed and 19 others
injured when a passenger bus
crashed and caught fire near the
southern city of Nassiriya on
Sunday, police and health
officials said.

The accident occurred after
the driver lost control of the bus
on a highway near Nassiriya,
causing the vehicle to overturn
into flames, the
officials said.

Ali

an

Iragi Prime Minister
al-Zaidi
investigation into the causes of
directed
authorities to submit a report
the

surrounding the accident, his

ordered
crash and
circumstances

on

office said.

Police and medical officials

' said 21 people were confirmed

dead at the scene and in
hospital, while 19 others were
wounded.

Most of the injured were in

a statement carried by the state
news agency INA that Health
Abdul

Al-Moussawi

Minister Hussein .

was following

developments after a bus
carrying a number of visitors
overturned on the
Nasiriyah-Basrahighway.

The

minister

the

medical,

ministry  said
ordered
health, and ambulance teams to
be placed on full alert and
directed all available resources -
the

providing

toward responding to

accident and

necessary care for the injured.

critical condition and suffering
health

officials said. The cause of the

from severe burns,
crash was under investigation,
police said.

Iraq’s Health Ministry said in

According to the ministry,

preliminary figures showed 21

deaths and 19 injuries,
including Iranian visitors,
without  specifying  their
number.
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trapped

Palestinians

Israeli forces,
settlers and

Hamas: UN probe

between

GENEVA: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
Palestinian civilians are caught
of

Israeli forces, settlers and

between “mass atrocities”

Hamas’s brutal rule, a
UN-mandated inquiry said on
Tuesday.

Civilians across war-ravaged
Gaza and the occupied West
Bank are being “systematically
and deliberately” subjected to
severe rights violations, the
UN~

International Commission of

Independent

Inquiry said. The investigative
team last year concluded that
Israel had committed

“genocide” in the war in Gaza

Israel.
the

commission said civilians in

In a new report,

the territory were also being
“violently repressed and
controlled by the very faction
that claims to govern them”.

In the Gaza Strip, *
Palestinians find themselves

ordinary

trapped between the structural
violence and mass atrocities of
Israeli forces and the
predatory, fear-based rule of
Hamas”, the report said.

And in the West Bank, which
has seen soaring violence since
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack
on Israel triggered the Gaza
war, it said Palestinian

civilians were increasingly

targeted by Israeli settler
attacks. “Violence by settlers is
the direct outcome of Israeli
policies that support, enable
and protect their actions,”
commission chair Srinivasan
Muralidhar said in a statement.
Hamas-affiliated forces, he
added, had meanwhile
“exploited the vacuum created
by relentless Israeli attacks and
widespread destruction of
Gaza”.

Israel has long been harshly
critical of the three-person
commission, which was
established by the UN Human
Rights Council in May 2021 to
probe rights violations in Israel
and the Palestinian territories.
Israel’s mission in Geneva said
the new report “seeks to create
a false equivalence between
Hamas terrorists and Israeli
civilians”, accusing the
investigators of accusing the
investigators “spreading
misinformation and
manipulating reality to serve
political agendas”.

Tuesday’s report focused
heavily on the situation in the
West Bank, which has been

occupied by Israel since 1967.
Agiaieieie

-- a finding flatly rejected by
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termed an “invasion” of its

H e 95 eth U I’g es coastline by migration, as he

marked the 82nd anniversary

E uro Pe on D Day of the World War II D-Day

landings in northern France.

Hegseth also called on

to counter oo

to contribute to their defence,

P rese n t d ay in a speech at the American

N L]

VY

N

military cemetery in

Colleville-sur-mer in

Invaslio n on Normandy.

He was however

b e aC h eS conspicuously set to skip the

main international ceremony

LANGRUNE-SUR-MER, Defense Secretary Pete marking the anniversary of the
France: (Crime Observer Staff Hegseth on Saturday urged landings, which heralded an
Reporter + Media Desk)US Europe to counter what he end to World War II, later in

— —r
A 5 A— i . [ ~—
- - LU
i ¥ b > kA

-
=

NN

- ~

U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth arrives to attend a ceremony marking the 82nd anniversary of

the D-Day landings at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer,France
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the afternoon.

“Sadly, today different
European beaches are stormed
by different dangerous
Hegseth said. On
“beaches in Spain and Italy

ideologies,”

and Greece and Bulgaria, boats
and men arrive,” he said.

“When will European
capitals do something about
that invasion? Or is it too late?”

His comments echoed the
argument of the administration
of US President Donald Trump
that mass migration represents
a danger to European
civilisation.

US Vice President JD Vance
on Friday blamed Britain’s
handling of the murder of a
white student by a Sikh man
on what he called civilisational
decline caused by an
“invasion” of migrants.

“May we learn from this
past,” Hegseth said in
reference to the pivotal
involvement of American
troops in the Allied landings.

“The men buried here fought
in a war-fighting alliance
where every partner... brought
its full measure of industry,
courage and sacrifice,” he said
in front of the 9,387 white

crosses of American soldiers
killed in action during the
Battle of Normandy.

“Not empty slogans, not

lavish summits, not

communiques.

“Real allies doing real
things, taking real losses for a
“Peace is secured only
through strength,” he
told the audience
including French armed
forces Minister
Catherine Vautrin,
without referring
explicitly to the
US-Israeli war against
Iran.

“And it’s strength on
both sides of the
Atlantic, fortified by
readiness, shared

military capabilities and

an unwavering political
will,” he added.

shared cause worth fighting

and dying for.”
- Peace ‘through strength’ -
He said that while America
“will lead” its “capable allies
must be right there with us,

shoulder-to-shoulder in the

breach when it matters”.

The Trump administration
has also accused Europe of not
pulling its weight to ensure the
continent’s security and has
even floated pulling out of
NATO.

“Peace is secured only
through strength,” he told the
audience including French
armed forces Minister
Catherine Vautrin, without
referring explicitly to the
US-Israeli war against Iran.

“And it’s strength on both
sides of the Atlantic, fortified
by readiness, shared military
capabilities and an unwavering
political will,” he added.

The Normandy landings on
June 6, 1944, were the largest
amphibious operation in
history.

An armada of 6,939 ships
and 132,700 British, Canadian,
American, Belgian, Norwegian,
and Polish troops stormed 80
kilometres (50 miles) of
Normandy beaches.

The operation contributed
decisively to the victory over
Nazi Germany, which was also
being squeezed by USSR forces
to the east.

YAQAQ QA Qe
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Surrounded by woods and N

H ow Tru M P’S farmland, Izium still bears.

scars from a 2022 Russian s

[ J [ )
l | k d occupation that left bridges =
/
ral n e al smashed and buildings ‘
flattened. The woman told

cuts undermine| v -ome

investigator for a Ukrainian ,'/

N L

nonprofit, that Russian soldiers'

. .
u Stl C e ‘FO r detained her at a battery plant

for 10 days that year.

[ ]
u SS I a n Wa r There, the woman said, she S
was beaten, electrically = .

shocked, suffocated with a gas /

C ri m eS mask and raped.

“l asked them to kill me

[ZIUM, Ukraine: (Crime of drone strikes to interview a because I couldn’t take it

Observer Staff Reporter + woman in the Ukrainian town anymore,” said the woman, 55,
- Media Desk) Roksolana Makar of Izium who said Russian who asked to be identified

~ braved icy roads and the threat forces tortured her. only by one name, Alla.

VA . b ”
e | , ‘ ot J"“: - — , i . - A Ly
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Horrified by Russia’s alleged after interviewing Alla in an children, torture and sexual

atrocities, Makar aims to
document such accounts before
evidence is destroyed and
memories fade. But she worries
fewer perpetrators will answer
for their crimes after the
United States stopped funding
her organization, Truth
Hounds, and dozens of others
seeking justice in Europe’s
deadliest conflict since World
War Two.

Since the Nuremberg trials
of Nazi war criminals, the US
has championed accountability
for many of the world’s worst
atrocities, supporting
investigations and tribunals.
But the administration of US
President Donald Trump cut
tens of millions of dollars in
funding for this work last year
it slashed

overseas-development aid to

when

advance the president’s
“America first” agenda,
according to a Reuters review
of government data and
interviews with eight current
and former American officials.
Ukraine was the largest single
recipient, the officials said.
“There’s less hope” for

accountability, Makar said

Izium office in January.

Reuters could not
independently verify Alla’s
account. The Kremlin and
Russia’s defense ministry did
not answer questions about her
case or other specific incidents

in this story. Russia has
The deep US aid cuts

“could lead to a lot of
victims being denied

” said Beth Van
Schaack,

ambassador-at-large

justice,

for global criminal

justice under former

President Joe Biden

repeatedly denied committing
war crimes, calling the
accusations Western
propaganda.

The Ukrainian Prosecutor
General’s Office says it has
opened more than 230,000
war-crimes cases since Russia
launched its full-scale invasion
in 2022. Allegations include
targeting of civilians and
civilian infrastructure,

abduction and deportation of

violence.

The deep US aid cuts “could
lead to a lot of victims being
said Beth Van

Schaack, ambassador-at-large

denied justice,”

for global criminal justice
under former President Joe
Biden.

The State Department said
the US is shifting the war’s
financial burden to Europe and
but

still provides substantial

other “willing partners”

assistance to Ukraine,
including programmes for
“war crimes, justice and
accountability for atrocities.”
To the

consequences of the cuts,

understand

Reuters interviewed more than
40 members of an extensive
US-supported network
engaged in investigating
Ukraine war crimes, aiding
prosecutions and supporting
victims. They included law
enforcement officials, legal
experts, human-rights activists
and researchers. Almost all
said their efforts have been
curtailed, hampering
investigations and dimming

hopes for justice.
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cutbacks in education and =~

|S y ae | 'S healthcare.

The total cost of the series of -

interconnected regional

Pe Fman ent State conflicts that began with

Hamas’s attack on Israel on

October 7, 2023 stood at 405 .\ ~
O'F W a r C O m e S billion shekels ($138 billion) as
of late April, according to the"

. . governor of the Bank of Israel,
with economic, |%
“That’s a huge figure, more :

than 17 percent of GDP,” he == .

S O C i a‘ C OStS said during a recent economic //

conference in Herzliya, north
OCCUPIED AL-QUDS: Netanyahu’s determination to of Tel Aviv.

(Crime Observer Staff Reporter turn his country into a  Just the military campaign

Y|

NN

+ Media Desk)The enormous “super-Sparta” of the Middle against Iran, which began with
costs of Israel’s multi-front war East are driving up the defence a wave of US-Israeli strikes on

and Prime Minister Benjamin budget and raising fears of February 28, incurred an

s Y
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additional cost of 35 billion
shekels ($12 billion) for the
state up until a ceasefire took
effect on April 8, according to
an initial estimate by the
finance ministry.

Following the adoption of
the 2026 budget in late March,
the government noted the
defence ministry’s budget had
more than doubled since
October 2023.

To support the war effort,
the government borrowed
heavily on international
markets in 2024 and 2025.

It has reached the point
where public debt now
accounts for more than 69 per
cent of GDP, compared to 60
per cent before the war,
according to the Treasury.

Taxes and social security

" contributions have also

increased.

Israelis are “paying twice”
for the war, said Esteban Klor,
an economics professor at
Jerusalem’'s Hebrew
University.

The first cost, he told AFP, is
via the decline in government
social spending and reduced
investment in public services

resulting from several

successive “across-the-board”
budget cuts, even as “we are...
increasing the debt”.
“Education will suffer, the
quality of infrastructure will
the

performance of the healthcare

decline, as will
system,” he said.

The second cost is to

In September 2025, he
said Israel had no choice

but to become a
“super-Sparta”, a

reference to the ancient
Greek city-state devoted
entirely to war

economic growth, though this
has been less visible as the
Israeli economy quickly
overcame the initial shock of
the war. GDP had returned to
its 2022 level by 2024 and is
continuing to grow at an
enviable rate.

But the ongoing mobilisation
of tens of thousands of
reservists since October 2023 is
also taking a toll.

“Since... many of our
workers are in the army rather
than at their jobs, this affects
production,” Klor explained.

According to a survey
published on June 1 by the

Israel Democracy Institute

(ID]) think tank, 31 per cent of
respondents said they had
experienced a decline in their
wages or income since October
7,2023.

The phenomenon is hitting
the self-employed and
lowest-income workers the
hardest.

At the Herzliya conference,
the deputy head of budgets at
the finance ministry, Tamar
Levy-Boneh, warned against a

“trauma economy” -- in which

the sense of shock and failure /

from October 7 lead the
military to constantly demand
more funding to ensure the
country’s security.

“The security establishment
must learn to meet its needs in
a way that does not undermine
the standard of living and
must assume its share of
responsibility,” Levy-Boneh
said.

But Netanyahu advocates
the opposite view.

In September 2025, he said
Israel had no choice but to
become a “super-Sparta”, a
reference to the ancient Greek
city-state devoted entirely to

war.

YAQAQ QA Qe
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= /80 arrested,
% deadly road

- laccident in riotous

PSG victory
celebrations
across France

PARIS, France: (Crime Media Desk)French authorities
Observer Staff Reporter + announced on Sunday that 780

people were arrested across the
country when overnight
celebrations of Paris .
Saint-Germain’s Champions
League victory over Arsenal
were marred by violent
clashes, and a road accident
that killed a young man. _

Thousands of people poured:”
into the streets of Paris for the
match and to revel in PSG’s
triumph in the final held in the
Hungarian capital Budapest
late Saturday.

But some mobs clashed with
police, around 22,000 of whom
were deployed across France
after unrest last year when PSG

also won the competition.

Highlighting an increased

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER EX
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use of fireworks directed at
law enforcement, Interior
Minister Laurent Nunez said in
a press briefing 57 security
forces were injured and that
there had been “219
participants injured in France,
including eight seriously”.

The Paris public prosecutor’s

office announced the death of a

young man in his twenties

Thousands of people poured into
the streets of Paris for the match
and to revel in PSG’s triumph in
the final held in the Hungarian
capital Budapest late Saturday.

of thefts and lootings had
taken place in around fifteen
cities across the country and
incidents of violence were
recorded in 71 municipalities.

The 780 arrests was a 32
percent increase compared to
the celebrations of PSG’s
Champions League win last
year, the minister noted.

Around 100,000 people are

But some mobs clashed with
police, around 22,000 of whom
were deployed across France after
unrest last year when PSG also
won the competition.

after he crashed head-on into
concrete blocks on a Paris ring
road exit ramp on his
motocross bike.

Another young man was
seriously injured in a knife
attack in Paris allegedly over a
robbery, the prosecutor’s office
added.

Nunez said a small number

expected to gather for a parade
including the players on
Sunday afternoon on the
Champs-de-Mars in front of
the Eiffel Tower, before being
received at the Elysee Palace
by President Emmanuel
Macron.

Nunez promised “a strong

law enforcement response”

during the players” return
celebrations and fines for
“obstructing traffic” in the
event of any intrusion onto the
Paris ring road.

The district mayor of Paris’s
8th arrondissement -- home to
the famed Champs-Elysees
where 20,000 people converged
after PSG’s victory -- called for
“zero gatherings” on the iconic
avenue as the only way to
avoid further violence.

On Saturday night, the
“Champs-Elysees avenue and
its surroundings ceased to be a
place of celebration and
became an arena of urban
guerrilla warfare”, the town
hall said in a statement.

“Since it has become
impossible to celebrate a match
without descending into riots,
the only common sense
response is a new doctrine:
“zero gatherings”,” it
demanded.

Nunez dismissed the idea
saying it would “tie up almost
half of the

deployment”. Nearly 6,000

security

police and gendarmes have
been deployed for security
during the celebrations.

YAQAQ QA Qe
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5 and criticised China for rapidly =

J a P a n reJ e CtS expanding its military with

little transparency, -

\ ol o o | underscoring mounting

n eW m I ‘ Itarls m tensions between the two
J | countries.

. China continues to increase -

its defence spending at a high

accuses China |

Shangri-La Dialogue in

_F . d ‘ Singapore, adding: “China’s

O r a P I y external approach and military

activities are matters of serious

N L]

7

N\
)

concern for Japan and the

. ’__,"-.
a r I l l I n 9 international community at the

same time.”

SINGAPORE: (Crime Minister Shinjiro Koizumi on Rebutting criticism that

Observer Staff Reporter + Sunday rejected accusations of Japan was embracing new

Media Desk)Japan’s Defence “new militarism” by Tokyo militarism, he said: “Think

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER [IX



R
m—:u:mmm

-
L |
=
|
—
|
-
L |
—

W T T FT

about it. There’s a country that
has a huge arsenal of nuclear
weapons and strategic
bombers. Japan has neither of
such weapons, and yet Japan is
labelled ‘new militarism’?”
Koizumi said Japan’s record
since World War Two “speaks
for itselt”, citing its adherence
to international law and
commitment to the United

Nations Charter, alongside

qualified to talk extensively
about defence cooperation on
international occasions, and
whether it can win the trust of
the international community,
especially the Asian countries
it once invaded,” he said.

Ties between Japan and
China sank to their worst level
in years after Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi

warned in November that a

China claims Taiwan as its own territory,
over the objections of Taipei’s government.
Koizumi said he was “sad” he could not meet
his Chinese counterpart at the dialogue, Asia’s
premier defence forum, but insisted Japan

remains open to engagement. “We keep the

door open,” he said, reaffirming Japan’s
commitment to dialogue with China and
other regional players to foster stability.

efforts to uphold a “free and
open international order.”

In May, China’s foreign
ministry called on Asia-Pacific
countries to be vigilant and
“jointly resist the reckless
actions of Japan’s
neo-militarism”.

“I deeply doubt whether a
that has

thoroughly eradicated the toxic

country not

legacy of militarism is

hypothetical Chinese attack on
Taiwan could draw a Japanese
military response.

China claims Taiwan as its
own territory, over the
objections of Taipei’s
government. Koizumi said he
was “sad” he could not meet
his Chinese counterpart at the
dialogue, Asia’s premier
defence forum, but insisted

Japan remains open to

engagement. “We keep the
4 he

reaffirming Japan’s

door open, said,
commitment to dialogue with
China and other regional
players to foster stability.

For the second year running,
Chinese Defence Minister
Dong Jun has given the
free-wheeling Singapore
security meeting a miss,
skipping opportunities to meet
his counterparts.

Koizumi said Japan is
“determined” to play a new
role in defence equipment
cooperation in the Asia-Pacific
and aims to tangibly
strengthen deterrence in the
region.

“We seek a region that can
stand against coercion. We
seek a region that is not misled
by falsehoods. We seek a
region that is not influenced by
he said.

In April, Tokyo unveiled its

pressure,”

biggest overhaul of defence
export rules in decades,
scrapping restrictions on
overseas arms sales and
opening the way for exports of
warships, missiles and other

weapons.
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Lebanon

least 9 dead as
Israel pounds south,
strikes near Beirut

says at

BEIRUT, Lebanon: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk)Lebanon said
Israeli strikes on Wednesday
killed at least nine people in
the country’s south, including
two paramedics, while another
raid hit a car near Beirut.

The Israeli military,
meanwhile, said it intercepted

a “hostile aircraft” and two

~ projectiles that crossed into

- Israeli territory from Lebanon.

Israeli officials have warned

the military will strike Beirut’s
southern suburbs, a Hezbollah
stronghold, if the group targets
northern Israeli communities, a
stance they say has backing
from Washington.

Hezbollah said its fighters on
Wednesday attacked Israeli
troops who have invaded
southern Lebanon, but the
group has not claimed a
cross-border attack since
Monday.

Israeli and Lebanese

diplomats are to hold a second

day of direct talks in-
Washington -- the fourth round -

since the fighting erupted on

March 2, when Hezbollah
entered the Middle East war on

the side of its backer Iran with =

rocket fire at Israel.

Hezbollah is sharply ]

opposed to the direct
negotiations.

Lebanon’s state-run National
News Agency (NNA) said an
Israeli strike targeted “a car on
the Khaldeh road”.

An AFP correspondent saw
an ambulance and onlookers
gathering at the strike site,
located on the main highway
heading south from the capital.

The NNA reported strikes on
more than 20 locations in the

south, some after Israel’s

military warned residents of

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER [2X
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several villages to evacuate.

The health ministry said an
Israeli attack on Al-Hawsh
near the city of Tyre killed four
Syrians and two Palestinians.

But an Israeli military
spokesperson told AFP’s
Jerusalem bureau that “we are
not aware of any such attack
having occurred in the area”.

- Paramedics -

The health ministry said an
Israeli strike elsewhere in the
south targeted an ambulance,
killing two paramedics from
the Risala Scouts Association,
which is affiliated with
Hezbollah ally the Amal
movement.

The ministry circulated

"~ images of a badly damaged

ambulance, with medical

masks spilling out of the

* vehicle and scattered on the

road.

At least 130 emergency and
health workers have been
killed since the fighting began.

Lebanon’s army said a
soldier was also killed in an
Israeli strike, while an officer
and a soldier were wounded in

a separate attack on a military

- vehicle.

The force decried Israel’s

“deliberate targeting of army
personnel, vehicles and
positions”.

On Tuesday, Israel’s military
alleged that Hezbollah
members were operating in
Tyre’s Christian quarter -- an
area so far spared Israeli
evacuation warnings and
strikes targeting the rest of the
city -- and warned it would
order people to leave should
the group remain there.

An AFP correspondent said
the situation in Tyre was
relatively calm on Wednesday
morning, adding that some
people who had been sleeping
in cars or tents at the edge of
the Christian quarter left for
other parts of the city.

The mayor toured the area
late on Tuesday alongside a
Lebanese army intelligence
officer and a member of the
Christian clergy, seeking to
reassure residents.

- Petition -

A petition calling for Tyre to
be declared an “open city” free
of any armed presence and
urging Lebanon’s military to
deploy there has garnered
more than 180 signatures,

including local lawyers and

intellectuals.

Hezbollah has a strong-
presence in Tyre, and some -
signatories have since been
attacked on social media for
their stance.

More than 200 people have

signed a similar petition

concerning Nabatieh, another
large south Lebanon city that
has come under Israeli attack.

Israel has recently escalated

its attacks and is staging its

deepest ground offensive into
Lebanon in two decades. ‘

On Monday, US President
Donald Trump said he had
brokered a deal that Lebanon
said would at first halt Israeli
attacks on Beirut and
Hezbollah attacks on Israeli
territory, before expanding in
scope.

Senior Hezbollah official
Mahmud Qomati told AFP on
Tuesday that the group “will
not accept a partial ceasefire”.

Tehran has insisted that any
deal to end the wider Middle
East war include Lebanon,
saying this week that Israel’s
expanding campaign there
threatened a weeks-long

US-Iran ceasefire in the Gulf.
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France
whose

March in

sparked outcry
over lapses

for girl
killing

FLEURANCE, France:
(Crime Observer Staff Reporter
+ Media Desk)The grieving
parents of an 11-year-old girl

feared murdered in France
joined a silent march in her
memory by thousands of

people on Sunday, as outrage

spread over systemic failures
blamed for her suspected
killing.

The body of the girl, named
as Lyhanna, was found last
week after she went missing on
May 29 near the southwestern
town of Fleurance.

She was last seen getting into
a man’s car, and outrage grew
after it emerged that the main
suspect, who is now under
arrest, had previously been
accused of sexually abusing
children.

A sea of people filled the
streets of Fleurance under
scorching afternoon heat for

the march, which was attended

-'l
'Hf S~ .-""
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#7; love you, we miss you,”

NN

by local representatives but, in
line with the family’s wishes,
not by national politicians.

They marched in total
silence, dressed in white shirts
and some holding white
flowers. Around 6,000 people
were present, according to the
local authorities.

“Lyhanna. Never again! We

read

rapes of minors against him,
prompting President
Emmanuel Macron last week
to condemn “unacceptable”
lapses in the judicial system.
Justice Minister Gerald
Darmanin has also in an
unusual step apologised to
Lyhanna’s family and said he
is “furious” over the failures in

the judiciary’s treatment of

The body of the girl, named as Lyhanna, was

found last week after she went missing on May

29 near the southwestern town of Fleurance.
She was last seen getting into a man’s

car, and outrage grew after it emerged
that the main suspect, who is now under
arrest, had previously been accused of

sexually abusing children.
the banner at the front of the

procession, which was held by
her father

community members. Her

and other

mother walked a few steps
back, while her brother was
also present.

The main suspect, named as
Jerome B., 41, is the father of
one of Lyhanna’s school
friends.

He had never been convicted
despite allegations including

four complaints for alleged

Jerome B.

The case has sent a
shockwave through Fleurance,
a small town of around 6,000
people 80 kilometres (50 miles)
outside the regional centre of
Toulouse.

“I feel personally affected. I
have two children, a
12-year-old daughter and a
13-year-old son. It could have
happened to my family, to my
son, to my daughter,” said

Karine Camus, 41, dressed in

white with a white rose in her
hand as she took part in the
march.

Herself a victim of sexual
violence for 10 years, Camus
said young girls must speak

ut. “They must have the
courage to talk about it for
themselves.”

Manola Martin, a pensioner,
who said she was a victim of
rape aged 17, said she was
there for her “daughters and
granddaughters”.

“Unfortunately, the justice
system does nothing for these
people,” she said.

Jerome B., who lived with
his family in the neighbouring
village of Montestruc-sur-Gers,
had previously worked as a
staff member in schools.

The sign for the entry to his
village was covered Sunday
with a white sheet that had

been daubed with the slogan

“death penalty for
paedophiles”, an AFP
photographer said.

Jerome B. was charged on

Monday -- before the body was

found -- with suspected
abduction and remanded in
custody.
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Mandelson
slams UK
govt's lack of
'verve In files

LONDON: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)

Disgraced ex-envoy Peter
Mandelson vowed the UK

government would “never
regret” making him
ambassador to the United

States, but sharply criticised its

leadership, among thousands
of documents published on
Monday relating to his
appointment.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer
has been plagued by his
decision to appoint Mandelson
in December 2024 to the plum
diplomatic posting despite his
connections to late US sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein.

On Monday, the government
published a vast second
tranche of files, including =
emails and WhatsApp/
messages, related to
Mandelson’s brief stint in

Washington, which ended in

Brltaln s Prime Mmlster Keir Starmer speaking during the weekly session of Prime
Minister's Questions (PMQs) in the House of Commons in London
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September 2025.

In a handwritten note to
then-foreign secretary David
Lammy in November 2024,
Mandelson wrote: “If you were
minded to appoint me I would
make sure you never regret it”.
But in a series of WhatsApp
messages in May 2025 to then
senior cabinet minister Pat
McFadden, Mandelson lashed
out at Starmer and the
government.

“Keir lacks verve as does the

14

Cabinet as a whole,
Mandelson wrote on May 2,
2025.

government doesn’t give a

“The problem is the

sense of crusading to turn
round and change Britain.
That’s what I mean by
panache, verve,” he wrote the
next day.

A first cache of documents
released in March revealed
Starmer was warned
Mandelson posed a “general
reputational risk” because of
his connection to Epstein, but
appointed him anyway.
Starmer sacked Mandelson
after revelations about the
extent of his friendship with
the billionaire financier, who

died in prison in New York

while facing sex-trafficking
charges in 2019.

The controversy contributed
towards dire election results
for Starmer’s embattled Labour
administration in Scotland,
Wales and England last month,
triggering calls for him to
resign. The prime minister has

repeatedly apologised for the

“Keir lacks verve as does the
Cabinet as a whole,”
Mandelson wrote on May 2,
2025. “The problem is the

government doesn’t give a

sense of crusading to turn
round and change Britain

appointment, including to the
women trafficked by Epstein,
but has refused to quit despite
three high-profile aides losing
their jobs over the controversy.

The three volumes of
documents, spanning more
than 1,500 pages, showed
Mandelson, a former Labour
spin doctor and cabinet
minister who helped engineer
several election wins for
ex-prime minister Tony Blair,
regularly exchanged messages
with senior government
ministers.

In one, written a year after

Starmer led Labour to a

landslide general election
victory in July 2024,
Mandelson described the
prime minister’s Downing
Street

“beleaguered and bereft”.

operation as
Starmer’s official spokesman
described Monday’s release of
documents, which included
numerous redactions including
on national security grounds,
as an “unprecedented piece of
government transparency”.

But it only came after
members of parliament voted
in February to force the
government to publish the
documents. The government
has said it is withholding some
documents on the advice of
police, who are investigating
Mandelson over alleged
misconduct in office more than
a decade ago.

Mandelson is accused of
leaking sensitive information
to Epstein during his time as a
He

denies wrongdoing. The latest

government minister.

files reveal Mandelson
“declined to comply” with a
request from the government
to hand over messages from

his personal phone.
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officials and AFP reporters

[ J -
Rus&an said
Authorities in the Ukrainian -

. capital had warned that Russia
attacks kill |
string of massive deadly

strikes that have escalated the

2 2 four-year-old war and dimmed .
a C r O S S slim hopes for peace. ]

Zelensky has asked Trump

[ ]
to send Patriot missiles to
ra I n e Ukraine after a devastating
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KYIV, Ukraine: (Crime hundreds of drones and air force said Russia launched
Observer Staff Reporter + dozens of missiles on Tuesday, 73 missiles and 656 drones /

Media Desk) Russia Kkilling at least 22 people and through the night into Tuesday

pummelled Ukraine with reducing buildings to rubble, morning, adding that 54

\ n/
\\\ .
\\\
\, I A police officer inspects the site struck by Russian forces in Sumy Oblast over the
N past day
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drones and 33 missiles had
penetrated its multi-layered air
defence system.Sixteen of those
killed were in the southeastern
city of Dnipro, where a
four-storey apartment building
collapsed, officials announced.
Two children were among the
dead, and 42 people were
wounded.

Six people were killed in
Kyiv, where around 50 people
were also wounded, according
to the capital’s mayor, Vitali
Klitschko.

AFP journalists in the capital
heard air raid sirens wail
before a series of loud
explosions that lasted through
the night into early on Tuesday
sent residents with bags and
blankets rushing to shelter in
crowded metro stations.

Anastasia, whose residential
building was damaged in the
attack, said she spent a “loud”
and “terrifying” night huddled
in her bathroom.

“All the windows were
blown out completely; there
are no windows at all. It wasn’t
just one explosion here all
night. The night here was just a
nightmare,” she told AFP.

“It was a brutal strike,”

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said in a
late Tuesday address, warning
that Russia may follow up that
same night with another
assault from the skies.
“Unfortunately, the current
level of supplies for our air
defence does not allow us to
shoot down a significant share

of the missiles,” he said, giving

Moscow has
bombarded Ukraine
almost daily since
launching its invasion
in February 2022, a
war that is now the

bloodiest on European
soil since World War
II, with hundreds of
thousands killed and

millions displaced

a toll of 22 people killed and
130 wounded in Tuesday’s
blitz.

“We preparing

additional measures for our

are

counteraction,” Zelensky said.
The Ukrainian leader used
the attack to make a new
appeal for military support
from the United States and

from Europe.

“All partners together,
everyone in Europe, must
continue working so that there
are (we obtain) missiles for our
air defence,” he said.

The French foreign ministry
denounced Moscow’s “utter
contempt”
while the United Nations said

Moscow’s

for peace efforts

“inflammatory
rhetoric and escalation of
attacks should stop”.

Moscow has bombarded
Ukraine almost daily since
launching its invasion in
February 2022, a war that is
now the bloodiest on European
soil since World War 1II, with
hundreds of thousands killed
and millions displaced.

Russia said that it had
carried out a huge strike,
including with hypersonic
missiles, targeting Ukraine’s
military-industrial complex.

It denies that its forces target
civilians.

Kyiv’s metro service said
more than 40,000 residents had
sheltered

underground

in various
stations
throughout the assault -- the
highest number in years.

YAQAQ QA Qe

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X



T

R
W

W T T FT

Bl in Pulte’s office had been “way
! T too high for way too long.”
= r u m P u rg eS Trump had earlier said in an
= . interview with the Wall Street
- Journal that he wanted Pulte --
] | n eW S Py Ch Ie-F who will oversee the 18
= sprawling US intelligence
ﬁ ® agencies -- to slash employee
S to _FI r e numbers.
% “I"d like to see it smaller. I
%{J‘ think there are a lot of people
/ ‘ in there that shouldn’t be
e m P Oye eS there,” Trump told the
newspaper, citing holdouts

WASHINGTON, United that the number of employees from the Biden and Obama +
States: (Crime Observer Staff
Reporter + Media Desk)US
President Donald Trump said
on Friday he wants his
incoming acting spy chief to
start firing employees,
deepening the controversy
over the appointment of a man

' with no previous intelligence
experience.

Bill Pulte, a Trump loyalist
who heads the Federal
Housing Finance Agency, was
named by the Republican
president on Tuesday as acting
Director of National
Intelligence.

“If he cut, I wouldn’t mind

that,” Trump told reporters

aboard Air Force One, adding US President Donald Trump

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER E2X
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administrations.
Democrats have condemned

Pulte’s appointment to replace

Thursday that Pulte would
also investigate “rigged

elections,” doubling down on

Bill Pulte, a Trump loyalist who heads the

Federal Housing Finance Agency, was named

by the Republican president on Tuesday as

acting Director of National Intelligence.

“If he cut,  wouldn’t mind that,” Trump

told reporters aboard Air Force One, adding

that the number of employees in Pulte’s office

had been “way too high for way too long.”

Tulsi Gabbard as intel chief,
pointing to the loyalist’s
history of weaponizing
government records against
Trump’s opponents.

Trump has tried to quell the
row, insisting that Pulte will
only be in the job as a stopgap
and saying on Friday that he
had recently interviewed five
people for the post.

But Trump told the WS]J that
could also give Pulte leeway to
gut the US intelligence
community.

“You're less shackled,” he
told the newspaper. “It sort of
gives you more power, you
know, for a somewhat limited
period of time.”

Trump suggested on

his unfounded claims about
voting stemming from his 2021
election loss.

The Republican president
Pulte has used mortgage
records to support
investigations of Trump
adversaries including
Federal Reserve

governor Lisa Cook,

New York Attorney
General Letitia James
and Democratic Senator
Adam Schiff

previously deployed Gabbard,

who said she was stepping
down to care for her sick
husband, to investigate alleged

election fraud despite the

of

Intelligence position having no

Director National
mandate for it.

Property heir Pulte has
previously shown his loyalty
to Trump by going after the
president’s political enemies.

Pulte has used mortgage
records to support
investigations of Trump
adversaries including Federal
Reserve governor Lisa Cook,
New York Attorney General
Letitia James and Democratic
Senator Adam Schiff.

Trump’s appointment of
Pulte has also added to the
president’s growing rift with
Republican lawmakers, who
are looking nervously at the
polls ahead of midterm
elections in November.

US blocked

legislation renewing a major

senators

foreign surveillance authority
on Friday in protest at Pulte’s
appointment, upending a
bipartisan deal.

Democrats said Pulte’s
appointment made it
impossible to back expanded
surveillance powers without
how

assurances over

intelligence would be used.
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Columbia Circuit in a 2-1

.
re m OVI n 9 ruling said the 2025 policy was

unlawfully motivated “by the
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bare desire to harm a

transgen der | g v
tI’O O PS / -FO r n OW standards, the court said, and

can continue to ban

WASHINGTON, United appeals court on Monday said transgender people from
States: (Crime Observer Staff President Donald Trump’s newly entering the military

Reporter + Media Desk) A US administration could for now pending the outcome of a

bar transgender people from

listi in th ilit , but-
US court blocks| s m o miw o

Appeals for the District of A

But the Pentagon has broad

powers to set enlistment

7



R
mm

N L]

‘- _fﬂ_

W T T FT

lawsuit by transgender current
and would-be service
members.

“It appears to us to be a
much greater hardship to end a
military career than to delay
the start of one,” wrote Circuit
Judge Robert Wilkins, an
appointee of Democratic
President Barack Obama.

Circuit Judge Justin Walker,
a Trump appointee, in a
dissenting opinion said courts
“have neither the expertise nor
the authority to decide
whether the military can
exclude the plaintiffs from its
ranks.” Jennifer Levi of LGBTQ
rights group GLAD Law, who
represents the plaintiffs,
applauded the decision.

“This decisive ruling

confirms that the Trump

" Administration has no

legitimate basis to discharge
transgender service members
who have met every
demanding standard and
proven, time and again, their
fitness and dedication to
serve,” Levi said in a
statement. The Pentagon did
not immediately respond to a
request for comment.

The ruling partially upholds

a 2025 decision by a
Washington, DC-based federal
judge who had blocked the
entire policy from being
implemented pending further
litigation. The judge said the
policy amounted to sex
discrimination and likely
violated the US Constitution’s
guarantee of equal protection
under the law.

Trump in a January 2025

executive order said that

The military has about 1.3
million active-duty
personnel, according to
Department of Defence
data. While transgender

rights advocates say there
are as many as 15,000
transgender service
members

adopting a transgender
identity “conflicts with a
soldier’s commitment to an
honourable, truthful, and
disciplined lifestyle.” Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth
implemented Trump’s order
soon after, prompting legal
challenges.

The ban on military service
is part of a broader effort by
the Trump administration to

eradicate the recognition and

accommodation of transgender
people throughout American
life. Federal agencies have
dropped lawsuits filed on
behalf of transgender workers,
ended settlements that
benefited transgender students
and launched investigations
into hospitals and doctors for
providing gender-affirming
treatment to minors.

The military has about 1.3
million active-duty personnel,
according to Department of
data. While

transgender rights advocates

Defence

say there are as many as 15,000
transgender service members,
officials say the number is in
the low thousands.

The US Supreme Court in
May 2025 allowed the policy to
be implemented, lifting a
judge’s ruling in a separate
case out of the state of
that had

temporarily blocked the ban.

Washington

But the Supreme Court did not
explain its reasoning and may
have been ruling on a
technicality rather than the
merits of the case, Wilkins
wrote for the DC Circuit on

Monday.
IARA QAR AGAe
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US tells Europe,
Canada to
boost Nato air
and naval forces
as Washington
steps back

BRUSSELS/BERLIN: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) The US expects

g7 European Nato allies and

Canada to swiftly increase the
number of manned and

unmanned aircraft and ships

they contribute to the alliance’s

defence plans as Washington
steps back in these areas, a top
U.S. general
Wednesday.

The statement by U.S. Air
Force General
Grynkewich, NATO’s top

Alexus

commander and the head of

U.S. forces in Europe, followed
a decision by the Trump
administration to shrink the
pool of U.S.
capabilities available to NATO _
in a crisis.
U.S. President Donald/
Trump has repeatedly
criticised NATO and told its

European members they will

military

have to take over primary
responsibility for the
conventional defence of the

MONTHLY CRIME OBSERVER
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continent.

The U.S. told allies last
month of its decision to reduce
its contribution to a framework
known as the NATO Force
Model, which includes a pool
of forces that could be
activated during a crisis.

The U.S. did not publicly
disclose details of the planned
reductions. But they include
cuts across a broad range of
capabilities, including
refuelling aircraft, fighter jets,
drones and navy ships,
according to figures provided
to Reuters by a military source.

The source, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
the U.S. had not specified
when the assets would no
longer be available to NATO.

But Grynkewich’s statement,
issued after a meeting of
NATO military planners on
Wednesday, was the first
public indication of what areas
the U.S. plans to cut first and
where it expects allies to step
in.

Manned and unmanned
aircraft and naval vessels are
two areas where Canada and
European allies “can step up

now and in the near term - as

the United States reduces
forces ‘sourced” to the NATO
Force Model in Europe and
refocuses them elsewhere,” he
said.

“There has been an
unhealthy co-dependence in
the NATO Force Model on U.S.
forces,” Grynkewich said in his
written statement. “President

Trump, (Defense) Secretary
Jim Townsend, a
former senior Pentagon
official now at the
Center for a New
American Security
think tank, said the
move sent the wrong

political signal to U.S.

allies and to Russia
(Pete) Hegseth and others have

been clear that this needs to
change, and it will change. The
of

simultaneous conflict in

potential reality
multiple theaters demands it.”
The NATO alliance is under
unprecedented strain, with
some European countries
concerned that Washington
may withdraw outright. Any
major or sudden cuts to U.S.
forces available to NATO

during wartime will only
intensify those concerns.

A spokesperson for NATO's
military headquarters, U.S.
Martin

O’Donnell, said the areas

Army Colonel

mentioned by Grynkewich
were “where allies already
have or soon will have
sufficient capabilities, meaning
no defence gaps are expected
to emerge.”

“Nations just need to assign
the capabilities they have to
NATO,” he added.

Under the U.S. plans, the
number of U.S. F-15 and F-15E
fighter jets available to NATO
would fall by a third to 99 and
the number of MQ-4 and MQ-9
Reaper drones would be cut by
half to 12, according to the
military source.

The source said fewer MQ-9
drones would harm NATO’s
surveillance capabilities. “This
will hurt,” the source said.

Jim Townsend, a former
senior Pentagon official now at
the Center for a New American
Security think tank, said the
move sent the wrong political
signal to U.S. allies and to
Russia.
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A * * carrying Xi arrived for his first =
! XI ‘ a n d S I n visit since 2019, video from
= Xinhua showed. Kim and his -
= N th K wife Ri Sol-ju welcomed Xi,
1 O r O re a who was accompanied by his
1 ° ° wife Peng Liyuan.

= ‘FO r ra re VI S It The two leaders shook .\ »
ﬁ (] hands, and children presented
/7 ° \° ° ° flowers to Xi and Peng, while a
% h a I IS I n VI n C I b ‘ e banner reading “We warmly
7/ welcome Comrade Xi Jinping”

and hailing the two countries’
rl e n S I P WI “unbreakable friendship” hung -

below Chinese and North

P O n n Korean flags.
y gya 9 Xi makes the trip after

hosting US President Donald
PYONGYANG: (Crime Military officers lined a red Trump and Russia’s Vladimir

Observer Staff Reporter + carpet as an Air China plane Puytin separately in Beijing and
Media Desk) China’s President
= Xi Jinping hailed an “invincible

friendship” with Pyongyang

on arrival in North Korea on

' Monday, his first trip abroad

this year after hosting

back-to-back summits in
Beijing.

China, Washington’s chief

_ geopolitical rival, has been

North Korea’s main trading

partner by far for decades and

a key source of diplomatic and

SRt Ry s REINEVAl Chinese President Xi Jinping and Democratic People's
R SR TS CRMIERERCRENE  Republic of Korea (DPRK) leader Kim Jong Un shake
"\ sanctions. hands at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing
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as North Korea’s nuclear talks
with Washington remain
deadlocked. The White House
said last month that Xi and
Trump “confirmed their shared
goal to denuclearise North
Korea” during their summit in
Beijing.

However, leader Kim Jong
Un’s powerful sister said on
the eve of Xi’s arrival that
North Korea’s nuclear
weapons programme was “the
. South

Korea’s dovish President Lee

line of no retreat”

Jae Myung said Monday Seoul
should not give up on North
Korea’s denuclearisation,
adding that “North Korea is
still producing nuclear
material even at this very
moment”.

Minseon Ku, a diplomacy
professor at DePaul University,
told AFP that “Beijing
probably has accepted North
Korea as a nuclear state”, but
Xi “will probably tell Kim that
China wants stability more
than anything”.

China has
prioritised stability and is

“always

currently having to manage its
relations and differences with
the US”, Ku said. Seong-Hyon

Lee, a visiting scholar at the
Harvard University Asia
Center, also said Beijing is
shifting towards “underwriting
regime durability” rather than
seeking to coerce North Korea
into denuclearisation.

“China’s broader regional
“Moscow-Pyongyang
power relations are
more equal than
Beijing-Pyongyang;
Moscow needs Kim

for their war in
Ukraine as much as
Kim needs
technology sharing
and food from Russia

strategy benefits from a stable,
heavily armed, and aligned
buffer state that absorbs US
and allied military
bandwidth,” he told AFP.
North Korea has repeatedly
declared itself an “irreversible”
nuclear state since Kim and
2019

collapsed over the scope of

Trump’s summit
denuclearisation and sanctions
relief.

Kim has also been

emboldened by the war in

Ukraine, securing critical
support from Moscow after
sending troops to fight
alongside Russian forces. Some
analysts say the summit could
be Xi’s way of countering
Russia’s growing influence
over North Korea, but
DePaul’s Ku stressed that
“overall, Moscow is not a
major power like China”.

“Moscow-Pyongyang power
relations are more equal than
Beijing-Pyongyang; Moscow
needs Kim for their war in
Ukraine as much as Kim needs
technology sharing and food
from Russia,” she said.

In an article published on the
front page of North Korea’s
Rodong Sinmun, Xi pledged
closer cooperation. “No matter
how the times change or how
the international situation
the traditional

friendship between China and

evolves,

North Korea is always
invincible,” Xi wrote. Xi last
met Kim in September, when
he invited the North Korean
leader and Putin to a military
parade in Beijing marking the
80th anniversary of the end of
World War IL
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to jail 13-year-olds
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STOCKHOLM: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) Sweden’s
right-wing government
withdrew on Thursday a
heavily contested proposal to
lower the age at which children
can be sentenced to prison
from 15 to 13, citing a lack of
support in parliament.

But Justice Minister Gunnar
Strommer said the government
would present a revised
proposal within weeks,
lowering the age to 14. He said
he expected parliament to

approve the measure by

' August.

The minority government,
backed by the far-right Sweden
Democrats, has made the fight
against crime a top priority

. since coming to power in 2022.

“Things are a bit uncertain in
parliament, and that is why we
have decided to act responsibly
in this situation by making the

decision this morning to

' withdraw this bill,” Strommer

told reporters.
which

parliament had been due to

The proposal,

vote on on June 15, had been
met with fierce criticism in a
country known for
championing children’s rights.
Most of the 126 authorities
the

government consulted before

and organisations

presenting the bill were critical
or opposed the measure,
including the police and the
prison service.

A government-appointed
had

recommended lowering the

commissioner

age to 14 for serious offences,
but the government had
chosen to go a step further to
13.

Sweden’s main opposition
Social Democrats are in favour
of lowering the age to 14.

The Scandinavian country
has been rocked by violent
organised crime for more than
a decade, linked primarily to

battles between gangs as well

as gang wars over the drug
market.

The loosely formed networks
have increasingly recruited
under-15s, often online, to
carry out bombings and

shootings, knowing they

would not face prison time if

caught.
However, many SiS homes
have in recent years become
recruiting bases for criminal
networks.
Children’s

organisation Bris said

rights

Thursday its “criticism against
lowering the age to 13 is the
same as that for lowering.

“Nothing indicates that
lowering the age to 14 will turn
the situation around,”
secretary general Maria Frisk
said in a statement.

Bris urged the government
to instead continue its reforms
of SiS homes, and to strengthen
networks around children in
institutional care to ensure
they do not fall back into
criminality on their release.

The government is trying to
rapidly push through reforms
in various areas, legislative

elections in September.
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Araghchi holds calls
with Field Marshal Asim
Munir and FMs of
Qatar, Turkiye, UK and

France: Truce under
strain as lran fires

missiles at Israel over
Beirut strike

JERUSALEM/TEHRAN:
(Crime Observer Staff Reporter
+ Media Desk) Air raid sirens

sounded in Israel on Sunday as

its military worked to intercept
barrages of incoming Iranian
missiles for the first time since

an April ceasefire took hold in

the Middle East war.

Iran’s powerful
Revolutionary Guards called
the attack a

Israel struck Beirut's southern

“warning” after
suburbs earlier in the day,
threatening wider strikes in the
event of repeated aggression.
Iran’s military central
said that Israel’s

latest strike on the southern

command

Beirut suburbs had “crossed all
red lines”, demanding a halt to
its campaign in Lebanon. “The
Israeli army must stop its
attacks on southern Lebanon
if it
expands its attacks to that

and the suburbs, and

region or responds to Iran’s

== 1.-. | e

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghch| (left)inameeting with Chief of Army Staff and
ChiefofDefence Forces (CDF)Field Marshal Asim MunirinIslamabad
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it will face

devastating

action, more

and regrettable
blows,” said General Ali
Abdollahi, the head of the
Khatamal-Anbiyacommand.
The Israeli military said that
Iran had committed a “grave
by

barrage of missiles at Israel. It

mistake” launching a
vowed to press ahead with its
military campaign in Lebanon
and said it would step up
operations against Hezbollah.
On Sunday, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
office announced that the army
had

command centre

“struck a  militant
in Beirut’s
Dahiyeh district, in response to

Hezbollah's fire towards Israeli

~ ~ territory”. The raid killed two

people and wounded 20 more,
Lebanon’s health ministry said.

Iranian  Foreign  Minister
Abbas Araghchi said he has
spoken with officials from
Pakistan, Turkiye and the UK
“following Iran’s response to

' the repeated violations of the

ceasefire in Lebanon” by Israel,
Aljazeerareported.

Araghchi said in a post on
Telegram that he spoke with

- Pakistan’s army chief, Field

Marshal Asim Munir, who has

played a key role in US-Iran
He
spoke with British Foreign

mediation efforts. also
Secretary Yvette Cooper and
Turkish ~ Foreign
Hakan Fidan.

Araghchi
French and Qatari

Minister

also spoke to
foreign

ministers on Iran’s response

against Israel and regional
developments, Reuters
reported.

Meanwhile, Interior Minister
Mohsin

“special message”

Naqvi delivered a
from the
country’s top leadership to
Iran’s Supreme Leader Mojtaba
media

Khamenei, Iranian

reported on Sunday, amid

Islamabad’s diplomatic push to

help end the US-Iran conflict.
Naqvi landed in Tehran on

Saturday for talks with senior

Iranian officials, including
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi.

Speaking to reporters after
arriving in Tehran, Naqvi said
he travelled to Iran to deliver a
letter from Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Chief of
Defence Forces Field Marshal
Asim Munir to Khamenei, Geo
Newsreported.

The

interior minister

delivered the message during a
meeting with Araghchi earlier
with
published by Fars news agency

on Sunday, images -
showing him handing over a
sealed brown envelope to the

Iranian foreign minister.

The crucial communication

comes amid heightened tension
between Iran and the US, with
tit-for-tat

threatening the fragile ceasefire,

recent attacks
in place since April 8. :

Islamabad has been acting as
a key mediator between the US ‘
and Iran since hostilities
erupted in the Middle East in
late February.

Efforts to turn a ceasefire into
a settlement have repeatedly
stalled, while the war has
rattled global
increased domestic pressure on
US President Donald Trump
ahead of midterm elections.
has

any

markets and

Tehran repeatedly
deal

permanently end the war must

insisted to
also halt the parallel conflict in

Lebanon, where Israel is

pursuing a campaign against
the

Hezbollah. Iran had warned in

Iran-backed movement

recent days that any new attacks

on Beirut would trigger a
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- Rezaei,

“full-scale  resumption”  of
hostilities.

Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf,
Iran’s parliament speaker and
its chief negotiator in talks with
the
United States of having given a

for the Beirut

Washington, accused
“green light”
attack.

This and the ongoing US
blockade of Iranian ports, he
said, “turns the bases and assets
of America and the (Israeli)
in the

legitimate targets. Our armed

regime region into

forces, as always, are free to

4

act.
The the

Iranian parliament’s national

spokesman  for

security commission, Ebrahim

‘“"

also threatened “a
decisive and painful response”.

“These rabid dogs must be

' disciplined... Look at the sky

over the occupied lands
tonight,” he said, referring to
Israeli territory.

Mohsen Rezaei, military
adviser to Iranian supreme
leader  Ayatollah  Mojtaba
Khamenei, had told CNN

negotiations with the US “are at
a deadlock, and Trump must
break this deadlock”, calling for

) \ the release of some $24 billion

But

same

in frozen Iranian assets.
the

interview that he would not

Trump said in
unfreeze Iranian assets before
reaching an agreement with
Tehran.

Iran’s  Deputy
Minister Kazem Gharibabadi

said on Sunday that regional

Foreign

governments were “not in a

position to demand
reparations”, responding to
reports the US could use Iranian
assets to compensate regional
allies for war-related damages.

Gharibabadi added in a post
on X that Iran’s assets were
“neither =~ war spoils for
Washington nor a payment
fund for its allies”. A source
familiar with the matter told
Reuters on Saturday that the US
will make Iranian assets
available to Gulf allies to
support rebuilding and repairs
for future damage caused by
Iran.

Meanwhile, US  Central
Command (CENTCOM) said
overnight that it destroyed two
Iranian drones “that threatened

international maritime traffic in

the Strait of Hormuz”.
A previous drone
interception and strikes on

had
prompted Tehran on Saturday "

Iranian  radar sites

to fire a salvo of missiles at US ~

allies Bahrain and Kuwait.
President Trump called for
more “surgical” strikes against
Hezbollah in Lebanon and said
he is not demanding the conflict
be included in a peace deal’
with Iran, in an interview
broadcast Sunday. “I'd like to

see a more surgical attack on

Hezbollah. I think it should be -

more surgical,” Trump told Ry
NBC's “Meet the

according to a transcript of the

Press,”

interview recorded Friday.

“T'd like to see Lebanon have
a better life,” he added.

Iran’s Masoud

Pezeshkian has warned of an

President

appropriate response to “unfair
directed at the

government. “Our colleagues in

criticism”

the government have always
been careful to ensure that the
public’s peace of mind is not
and I

emphasized

threatened, have
consistently
preserving unity and tolerance
for differences,” the Iranian
president said in a post on X.
he added, when

“IRIB and some media activists,

However,

under wartime conditions,

[ -
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direct unfair criticism at the Cannes film festival, his lawyer operate amid exchanges of fire
government, we will be wasquotedassayingSunday.  with Iran every few days as the
compelled to give an A Tehran Revolutionary Navy blockades Iran’s ports. At -

appropriate response. This is Court fully upheld the original home, the Pentagon is
not in the country’s best December verdict of another scrambling to bolster
interest”. court, although Panahi can still production of depleted

OPEC+ ministers decided lodge a new appeal with a munitions as families of service

N L]

Sunday to increase oil quotas provincial  court, lawyer members cope with the stress of = . :
by a total 188,000 barrels per Mostafa Nili told the website of extended deployments. '
day for July, in a move analysts Iranian daily Etemad. “To maintain this constant
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N
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said would be unlikely to have The US is lobbying other state of ‘Level 10" alert
an impact on prices sent higher countries on the UN nuclear vigilance, to be ready to go at

by the Mideast war. watchdog’s Board of Governors the drop of a hat, is a very -

Jorge Leon, analyst at Rystad to back a draft resolution stressful and difficult
Energy, said ahead of the demanding that Iran tell the operational mission,” said one ‘
expected increase that it “means agency what happened to its US official, speaking on
very little while the Strait of bombed nuclear sites and the conditionofanonymity.
Hormuz remains closed”. enriched uranium stored there. Joseph Votel, the former

The hiked production output =~ The US-drafted text, seen by commander of the US military’s
was agreed Sunday in a video Reuters on Sunday and Central Command, described

2 meeting of oil ministers from circulated ahead of this week’s the current conflict phase as “a
key OPEC+ countries Saudi quarterly meeting of the very, very dangerous period for

Arabia, Russia, Iraq, Kuwait, 35-nation board, risks us.” He said keeping troops

' Kazakhstan, Algeriaand Oman, complicating talks between ready during the ceasefire is no

" a  statement from  the Washingtonand Tehran. small challenge. “It puts on a
organisation said. Fourteen weeks after lot of pressure on leaders to
/ The increase was similar to President Donald Trump make sure that people are still

ones decided in previous ordered an attack on Iran, the attheir edge,” Votel said.
*. months. US military is adjusting to an ~ Asked for comment, chief
An Iranian court has rejected unusual state of conflict that is Pentagon spokesperson Sean

an appeal against a one-yearjail not full-scale war, but also far Parnell said the US military

| sentence by director Jafar from peace. stands ready to support
Panahi, who is now reportedly On ships and bases in the deployed troops “in every way

i\_\. © back in his homeland after Middle East, US troops — some imaginable.”
\\._\-\ winning top prize at last year’s recovering from injuries — “The Department of War is
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proud of our incredible troops.
Their courage, readiness, grit,
and unmatched professionalism
are why they are the greatest
fighting force in human
history,” Parnell said.

Around 400 US troops have
the

conflict, many of them with a

been wounded during

traumatic brain injury. Over 90
per cent have returned to duty,
the US military says. Thirteen

service members have been

killed in the conflict.
The Israeli military said
Sunday it uncovered a

sprawling tunnel network
beneath the Beaufort castle in
southern Lebanon, saying it

was built to give Hezbollah a

- fortified  strike hub just
kilometres from Israeli
territory. It said the tunnel

" network was funded by Iran
and engineered to shelter
hundreds of fighters.

Footage released by the

" military showed one narrow

tunnel -- similar to those found

beneath Gaza -- equipped with

washrooms, trunks full of
clothes, beds, a folded
wheelchair and other
* household items.
. TIran’s World Cup squad

landed in Mexico on Sunday
under the shadow of a bitter
diplomatic row, after the United
States refused to issue visas for
some team support staff.

Iran coach Amir Ghalenoei
complained on arrival at
Tijuana airport that “we should
have been here last week
12-hour

difference needs two weeks of

because a time
adjusting.”

He added: “Usually in these
tournaments, before technical
ethical and human

be
respected -- which I think for us

matters,
considerations must
it was not the case.”

US President Donald Trump
said he would tell Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
not to strike back after Iran fired
a salvo of missiles at Israeli
targets, news outlet Axios
reported.

Trump, who was spending
the weekend at his golf club in
Bedminster, New Jersey, had
briefed the
escalation between Iran and
Israel, a US official told Reuters.
The White House did not

immediately

been about

respond to a
request for comment.

“It's certainly not going to

help negotiations,” Trump told
Fox News after the Iranian
missile launches.
would suggest to Iran: You've
shot that’s
enough, get back to the table
and make a deal.” Asked about

the earlier Israeli

your missiles,

strike on
Beirut, he said: “I'm not happy
aboutit.”

He told Axios,

close to a final deal with Iran, I

We are very

don't want it to blow up -

because of what is happening 2
now.” ‘

Saudi and Qatari foreign
ministers discussed
repercussions of latest
developments on the region,
Saudi foreign ministry said in a
statement.

Iraq and Syria closed their
airspace as a safety precaution
on Sunday after their eastern
neighbour  Iran  launched
missiles across their territory
towards targets in Israel.

In a brief statement, the Iraqi
Civil Authority

reported the closure of Iraqi

Aviation

airspace for 72 hours. Syria’s
authority closed the country’s
“southern air corridors” for 12

hours.
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Pakistan finally seems to be

taking some serious steps to
bring the small retailers into the
tax net. For far too long, many
individuals  have

rightly complained about the

- disproportionate tax burden

" they bear and about how many

wholesalers, traders, buyers
and sellers of real estate seem
to escape the tax net altogether.
Retail has proven particularly
difficult to tax because much of

the sector in Pakistan remains

informal and cash-based, with
the segment of  small
shopkeepers comprising

around 3-4 million people.
While it is hard to look at the

many small shops that cover the
country and imagine great
wealth being hoarded away
these
represent a
the

Under the policy,

within, taken together,
small  stores
considerable  part of
economy.
shopkeepers with annual retail
sales of Rs200 million ($719,000)
or less will be subject to a 1.0
per

According to the minister of

cent  turnover tax.
state for finance, a one-page
form has been introduced, on
which shopkeepers will record
their sales. Shopkeepers will be

required to deposit a minimum

of Rs25,000 in cash. If a
shopkeeper’s  turnover  is
higher, the tax will be

calculated at 1.0 per cent on that
amount. While the scheme is
voluntary and shopkeepers
may choose to join it or remain
in the traditional system, those
who neither join this scheme
file

increasing monthly penalties.

nor taxes will face

Previous attempts to bring
this segment into the net have
floundered and while this latest
effort to tax retail has drawn
support, many experts are still
questioning how effective it

will actually be. Experts have

that the scheme’s

effectiveness could be limited,

said

arguing that it lacks strong -

enforcement mechanisms and
that the absence of penalties for
non-compliance could weaken
incentives for traders to register
or file returns. However,
industry insiders have been’
more positive, praising the

initiative’s  simplified filing

system, the minimum monthly

payment requirement and how

it eases shopkeepers’ concerns
the

system, which, some of them

about joining formal
argue, has historically treated
them as adversaries. However,
some have also mentioned that
the 1.0 per cent tax rate could be
burdensome in an industry
where margins can be as low as
2.0-2.5 per cent.

While this warning should
serve as a wake-up call for all
countries, it is particularly
important for Pakistan. This is
because food contamination has
always been a problem here. In
2019, the Pakistan Medical
Associa-tion (PMA), following
the death of five children due to
food poisoning, urged citizens
to avoid eating out and went on

to say that the people “are not

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER EXX
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eating food but poison’. Since
profit margins in the food
business are generally low,
food

low-quality spices and meat to

most outlets  buy
sell food at affordable rates. For

most people here, buying

ready-to-eat meat is a
compulsion. As the gas crisis
across the country deepens,
compounded by closures of the
Strait of Hormuz.

For Pakistan, the report’s

findings  carry  particular
weight. Few countries are more
exposed to the intersection of
food

persistent

climate  vulnerability,

insecurity =~ and
malnutrition. The devastating

floods of 2022 demonstrated

environmental
" shocks can translate into
- nutritional emergencies,
' particularly  for  children,

women  and low-income
households. Rising food prices,
recurring droughts, water stress
and  economic  pressures
continue to threaten access to
nutritious food for millions.
Inflation has severely hurt
people’s buying power. Instead
of buying groceries monthly, a
few households have shifted to

buying from stalls set up in

their neighbourhoods. The
country cannot afford a
business-as-usual approach

when climate change is
intensifying vulnerabilities.

One hopes that the praise for
the new initiative’s simplicity
and ease is widely shared
among shopkeepers and that its
benefits are sufficient to bring
them in despite its voluntary
nature. However, it must be
said that broadening the tax net
is long overdue, and this goal
must be achieved one way or
another. The next budget is
mere days away and it cannot
in the slabs of the

salaried being inched up again.

result

While many have criticised

previous retail tax efforts like

the Tajir Dost Scheme and this
latest scheme undoubtedly has

its shortcomings, there is never

going to be a perfect policy. At
some point, the criticisms of the
imperfect begin to feel like
enemies of the good and it must
be acknowledged that even an
imperfect attempt to bring
shopkeepers into the net is still
good. Pakistan simply cannot
with

revenue collection and rely on

continue  struggling
having the salaried pay more
than exporters, retailers and
property buyers and sellers
combined as the solution. The
outcome of this next budget
cannot, once again, be the
salaried footing the rest of the

country’s bill.

Editor-in-Chief
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m Arabic “ Chinese GOOd News
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French @®  Japanese
l . B Secure your child’s brilliant future
B German & Spanish with industry-leading training
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PIMS provides quality, job-oriented training for domestic

and international aviation careers for the past 29 years.
Our graduates are serving globally.

APPLY NOW g'n': L | LAST DATE TO APPLY
ol 7010k ol [ =l () 21 MAY 2026

ELIGIBILITY FOR GIRLS . ELIGIBILITY FOR BOYS

+ Education: Inter / O Levels v’ Education: Graduation / Equivalent

v Age: 16 to 23 Years v’ Age: 16 to 23 Years
FLUENCY IN ENGLISH IS MANDATORY

MAIN CAMPUS KARACHI LAHORE CAMPUS \
; s . Whatsapp

Suite No: 04-B, Shalimar Height, 9 295, Bhatta Godiyan, near Govt

Mezzanine floor, Gulnab Housing Society, degree college for Women, +
Main University Road Karachi-Pakistan Salamat Pura, Lahore-Pakistan 92 323 62 0 2163
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AWARDS / CERTIFICATES PROGRAM OF THE CRIME OBSERVER PAKISTAN.
LINDER THE IMBRELLA DF THE
“HUMAN RIGHT COMMISSION OF PAKISTAN - UHRCP™
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FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES & DEPARTMENTS

KPK Police

Punjab Police Sindh Police

(MR

he first-ever monthly bi-lingual maga-

I zine - Crime Observer which cover

varied topics of common interest, for

the people of all walks of our country - Paki-

stan like crime and penalty, social and political,

human welfare rights, sports and health fitness,

scientific and technological advancements, en-

tertainment, national and international news in
English/Urdu.

The management of the monthly maga-
zine launches programs of conferring ‘Hu-
man Rights Awards” and “Citation Certificates’
through convening graceful occasions in all
major cities of our country, with the aim of ap-
preciating and recognizing the best services to
our society and humanity, to the selected of-
ficers/jawans of Police department, Rangers,
including the officials of CAF and public sec-
tor departments for exclusive services rendered
during their job in their respective department
or agency, on provincial and national level - an
obligation of the senior citizens and senior pro-
fessionals of our country.

To dispense the awards and certificates, the
higher authorities of public sector and law en-
forcement agencies, invite the Chairman, Uni-
versal Human Rights Commission of Pakistan,
Karachi to confer the awards and certificate to
the high achievers during the graceful ceremo-
nies/occasions. During these occasions, the
interviews of the officers/jawans, who have
rendered the best performance in public sector

departments are published in our above-stated -

RS R

. C/0Post Box No: 11129, Karachi. Post Code 75300,

< Tel: 021 - 34801414, Fax: 021 - 34801415
info.crimeobserver@gmail.com
www.crimeobserver.com
crimeobserver.pk

3 B8 crimeobserver_1

crime.observer

Magazine, so that, the people of all walks of life
of our country could know the high-achievers
in law enforcement agencies as well as in public
sector departments.

We hereby request to the higher authorities
of Police and all other law enforcement agencies
and public sector departments, including CAF,
to send us through postal or courier service, the
personal details including one snapshot of of-
ficers/jawans, who have rendered exceptional
performance and services to the office of ‘Crime
Observer Magazine’. All these would be cov-
ered in our upcoming magazine. The primary
aim of conferring the awards and certificates,
is to remove the prevailing gulf between pub-
lic and law enforcement agencies, public sector
departments, and further to it, people of our na-
tion and
country
could of-
fer their
respect to
all these
func-
tionar-
ies, from
the depth
of their
hearts.

Presented By
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF CRIME OBSERVER-PAKISTAN
Award Committee's Chairman Lt Col (R | Naukhaiz Fazal
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