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Trump says US military action against Iran ‘coming to an end’
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actions

Timely govt

fuel crisis, say
ministers

prevent

LAHORE: (Crime Observer
staff Reporter + Media Desk)
Federal
Information and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar and Federal
Minister for Climate Change Dr

Minister for

said on

Saturday that the government

. successfully shielded the public

' from

&

»

fuel  shortages and
mitigated the impact of global
oil crisis through timely and
proactive measures.

Speaking jointly here, they

said that despite severe
international challenges, the
government  ensured an

uninterrupted fuel supply and

took decisive steps to protect

- citizens from the worst effects of

\ N
\\

rising oil prices.

They that
despite these efforts, ordinary

acknowledged

citizens continue to feel the
pressure of inflation and high
fuel costs. “With a heavy heart,
we reiterate that while the

government is doing everything

possible,
being felt by ordinary citizens,”
they said.

They stressed that protecting
the dignity and savings of every
citizen, particularly the most
vulnerable, remains
government’s
that  all

measures were being taken to

adding possible
provide relief and ease financial
strain.

Dr Musadik

‘W//”’

the impact is still-

Malik

\ y
\ %
"/

the ://

top priority,”

4

highlighted that approximately /

Rs129 billion was spent to
stabilise fuel prices, sourced
through development savings
and austerity measures rather

than fiscal irresponsibility.

Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar

and Federal Minister for Climate Change Dr Musadik Malik

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER XX
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He explained that austerity
steps included a 50 per cent
reduction in fuel usage,
shutting down 60 per cent of
cuts in

official  vehicles,

ministers salaries, and

scaled-down development
expenditures.

He said Prime
Shehbaz  Sharif

conscious decision to pass the

Minister

made a

increased cost of oil only to
those who can afford it, while
protecting farmers, labourers,
students and public transport
users.

Subsidies were provided for
bus fares, motorcyclists, trucks
and goods transport to prevent
a sharp rise in the prices of
essential items such as fruits,
vegetables, wheat and rice.

Dr Malik further explained
that recent measures, including
a Rs80 the
petroleum levy, brought petrol

reduction in

prices down from Rs458 to
Rs378 per litre, while additional
subsidies reduced the effective
price for motorcyclists to Rs278
per litre.

He added the government

continues diplomatic
engagement internationally
while urging citizens to

conserve fuel and energy.
the

conference, Attaullah Tarar said

Addressing press

the prime minister had directed

all relevant ministries, from the

onset of rising regional
tensions, to ensure
uninterrupted  fuel supply,

stressing that no segment of
society — including farmers,
labourers, working women and

youth — should face shortages.

He said that while many
countries experienced severe
fuel crises, Pakistan
maintained asteady supply
through a strategy that
secured oil viamultiple
international routes,
including the Strait of
Hormuz, Iran, Red Sea,
Fujairahin the UAE and
YanbuinSaudi Arabia.

During Eid, oil tankers lined

Pakistaniports, ensuring
continuous availability

He said that while many
countries experienced severe
fuel crises, Pakistan maintained
a steady supply through a
strategy that secured oil via
multiple international routes,
including the Strait of Hormuz,
Iran, Red Sea, Fujairah in the

UAE and Yanbu in Saudi

Arabia. During Eid, oil tankers
lined Pakistani ports, ensuring
continuous availability.

that

Pakistan’s main challenge is not

Tarar explained
a shortage but the surge in
global oil prices driven by
disrupted supply chains amid
He noted that the

government proactively averted

conflict.

a domestic crisis by arranging
Rs129 billion through savings
and austerity measures,
including cuts in official fuel
consumption and salaries.

He added that a coordinated
national response was ensured,
with federal and provincial
the

burden to protect vulnerable

governments sharing
citizens.

Transport fares were

regulated, public transport
made free in some areas, and
targeted subsidies were
extended to buses, trucks and
vans.

Tarar highlighted that the
holds

review meetings to monitor

prime minister

daily

relief efforts and that a digital

wallet system has been
introduced to ensure
transparent, direct subsidy
transfers.
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Pakistan, China
call for end to
hostilities,
push for peace
talks

ISLAMABAD:
Observer staff
Media Desk)
China on Tuesday agreed on a

(Crime
Reporter +
Pakistan and
for

Five-Point Initiative

restoring peace and stability in

+ the Gulf and the Middle East

region, calling for an immediate
cessation of hostilities and
utmost efforts to prevent the
conflict from spreading while
also demanding humanitarian
assistance to be allowed to all
war-affected areas.

The five-point agreement was
released simultaneously from

Islamabad and Beijing before

Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar

returned to Pakistan, clearly

stressing urgency of dialogue

and diplomacy.

There was no direct mention
of the United States in the
The

agreement announced by the

Five-Point  Initiative.
Foreign Office here came at the
bilateral

Foreign

conclusion of a

meeting  between
Minister Dar and his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi at the
State Guest House in Beijing.
Dar had flown

Chinese capital on a one-day

into the
visit as Pakistan continued
efforts to reduce the escalating /
tensions in the Middle East.
Before he landed, the Chinese

Foreign Office spokeswoman

Mao ng said that “China and

MONTHLY CRIME OBSERVER
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Pakistan  will  strengthen
strategic communication and
the

Pakistani

coordination on Iran

situation  during
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Mohammad
Ishaq Dar’s visit to China on
Tuesday. Dar’s trip will mark
his second trip to China in three
months.”

It was an opportunity also for
Dar to brief the Chinese foreign
the

concluded four nations’ foreign

minister on recently
ministers meeting in Islamabad,
which around
encouraging the
United States to hold direct
talks in Islamabad. China has

supported Pakistan’s efforts in

centred

Iran and

- thisregard.

Tuesday’s five-point
~agreement emphasised the
' security of shipping lanes,
which has affected nations
worldwide. “The Strait of
Hormuz, together with its

adjacent waters, is an important

_ global shipping route for goods

and energy. China and Pakistan
call on the parties to protect the
security of ships and crew

members stranded in the Strait

- of Hormuz, allow the early and

safe passage of civilian and

commercial ships and restore
normal passage through the
Strait as soon as possible,” said
the FO statement.

The issue of the Strait of
Hormuz was earlier discussed
by Dar and Wang Yi in a
telephone call in which China
said that initiating peace talks
in the war involving Iran “is no
easy task”, but noted that such
efforts would be “conducive to
restoring normal
through the Strait of Hormuz”.
Both the sides also called out

for the start of peace talks as

navigation

soon as possible. They pointed
out that sovereignty, territorial
integrity, national
independence and security of
Iran and the Gulf states should
be safeguarded.

“Dialogue and diplomacy is
the only viable option to
China and

Pakistan support the relevant

resolve conflicts.

parties in initiating talks, with
all

peaceful resolution of disputes

parties committing  to

and refraining from the use or

the threat of use of force during

peace talks,” added the
statement.
Security of  nonmilitary

targets formed part of the

T T

I TIIT T Ay
Five-Point Initiative, which
called for the principle of"

protecting civilians in military .
conflict should be observed.
“China and Pakistan call on
the conflict to

immediately stop attacks on

parties  to
civilians  and
targets and fully adhere to/
International Humanitarian
Law (IHL), and stop attacking

important infrastructure,

including energy, desalination

and power facilities,
peaceful nuclear infrastructure, .
such as nuclear power plants,”
said the statement.

both the

recalled the Primacy of United

Finally, sides
Nations Charter, and called for

efforts to  practice true

multilateralism, to jointly
strengthen the primacy of the
UN, the

conclusion of an agreement for

and to support
establishing a comprehensive
peace framework and realising
lasting peace based on the
purposes and principles of the
UN Charter and international
law.

China’s
Envoy for Afghan Affairs Yue

Earlier, Special

Xiaoyong  and  Pakistan’s
Ambassador to China Khalil
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Hashmi received DPM Dar on
arrival in Beijing, the Foreign
Office said. Dar visited the
Diaoyutai State Guest House
for a bilateral meeting with
Wang Yi.

According to the official
statement, DPM Dar met with
Wang Yi, Member of the
Political Bureau and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, in Beijing upon
the invitation of the latter. The
held

exceptionally warm and cordial

meeting was in an

atmosphere, featuring hours of

engagement from restricted
talks to delegation-level
discussions. The two sides

reviewed the full spectrum of
bilateral relations, exchanged
on regional

developments in West Asia,

~and discussed a wide range of

" issues of mutual interest.

. sides

As Pakistan

commemorate

and China
the 75th
diplomatic
both the
their

commitment

of

relations this year,

anniversary

reaffirmed

to
the
Strategic

unwavering
further  strengthening
All-Weather
Cooperative Partnership.
Particular emphasis was placed

on advancing high-quality

development, deepening
economic and strategic
cooperation, including under
CPEC 2.0, and enhancing
high-level = exchanges and
collaboration across all
domains.

On the evolving situation in
West Asia, both the sides
underscored  their  shared
commitment to peace, stability
and dialogue, and issued a
Five-Point Initiative aimed at
promoting regional peace and
stability. =~ Foreign = Minister
Wang Yi appreciated Pakistan’s
consistent
this
regard. The two sides also
their

coordination at multilateral fora

constructive and

diplomatic efforts in

reaffirmed close
and agreed to remain in regular
and close contact. The visit once
again reflected the enduring
warmth, mutual trust and
iron-clad friendship that define
Pakistan-Chinarelations.
Meanwhile, as bilateral talks
started

Ambassador in Pakistan Reza

in Beijing, Iran’s

Amiri Mohgadam, in a
said that Iran

appreciated the initiative and

statement on X,

goodwill and good office by the
friendly and brotherly country

T
TITTTT T T A
of Pakistan to stop the
US-Israeli aggression against "

Iran and restore peace and .
stability to the region. “Iran
welcomes Pakistan’s proactive
diplomatic initiatives based on
goodwill to restore peace and
bringing lasting stability to the
region. The efforts to revive
diplomacy, ending unjust and
illegal aggressions against Iran,

restoring world’s confidence in

are

the remains of international -
laws and norms
commendable.

“The efforts underscore the
importance of diplomatic and
political solutions, based on
established norms for respect to
the
integrity,

sovereignty, territorial
independence,
promoting peace and restoring
peace and lasting stability in
theregion,” he tweeted.

Earlier, Dar spoke with his
Turkish Hakan
Fidan, expressed
appreciation hospitality

extended during recent visit to

counterpart
who

for

Pakistan for the meeting of four
foreign ministers in Islamabad.
Both reaffirmed the strength of
bilateral

relations and agreed to remain

Pakistan-Ttirkiye

in close contact.
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destroyed a bridge in eastern

Iran-backed group’s

reinforcements from crossing.

striking Hezbollah | e

loud explosions in the capital
within half an hour early

S Ites I n B e I r Ut Saturday and saw smoke

billowing from one of them.

a'Fte Y d e StrOY| N g Local media reported two

N L LI

y//

N

N
\
N

N
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strikes on Beirut's southern
suburbs, a locality that has been

b rl d 9 e a target of Israeli strikes in

recent days as the military

BEIRUT, Lebanon: (Crime military said Saturday it had presses on with its ground
Observer staff Reporter + begun striking “Hezbollah invasioninthe country’ssouth.

Media Desk) The Israeli infrastructure” in Beirut after it =~ Lebanon was drawn into the

-,

IS rae‘ S a)/ S Lebanon to prevent the s

&~ “w¢ e as MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER ﬂ



‘\

—MW

Middle East war on March 2 five other bridges over the religious rites, even during
when  Hezbollah launched Litani in the country’s south, repeated conflicts in the

rockets at Israel to avenge the including most of the main country.

US-Israeli attack that killed routescrossingthewaterway. “We're always here, we have
Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah ~ The river runs around 30 to hold on for the future of our
Ali Khamenei. kilometres (20 miles) north of children,” she told AFP at the

On Friday, the United thelIsraeliborder, anareawhere entrance to the overflowing

N L]

Nations Interim Force in Israel has said it wants to church.

N

VY

Lebanon (UNIFIL) said a blast maintain“security control”. Another worshipper, Patricia’”

DN

at one of its positions in the Also in Sohmor, two people Haddad, 32, said she was no

N\
\

rFrry

country’s south near the border were killed and 15 wounded in longer afraid of the

4

wounded three peacekeepers, an Israeli strike that hit “as bombardments.

the third similar incident in worshippers were leaving the “We got wused to it
days. town’s mosque” after Friday unfortunately,” shesaid.

Israel’s military had warned prayers, according to Lebanon’s Israel’s army has said it has
that it would target two healthministry. struck more than 3,500 targets
adjacent bridges over the Litani Lebanese authorities say across Lebanon since last

River in the area “to prevent the more than 1,300 people have month, while Hezbollah said it

transfer of reinforcements and been killed in a month of had carried out1,309 operations

military equipment”. hostilities. UNIFIL against Israeli targets.
W ;. The  Lebanese  state-run spokesperson Kandice Ardiel On Sunday, an Indonesian
y National News Agency (NNA) said an explosion inside a UN peacekeeper was killed when a
- said: “Israeli warplanes position injured three projectile exploded in a UNIFIL

' targeted the bridge that links peacekeepers, adding that the position, while another blast the

l;g'. Sohmor  with  Mashghara, originwasunknown. following day killed two more

leading to its destruction.” Israel’s army accused Indonesiantroops.
, Lebanese local media Hezbollah of launching arocket ~ According to the UN, 97 force
" reported that a second bridge that hit the post. members have been killed in
\\-.. was also hit. On the edge of the southern violence since UNIFIL was first
The strikes in Sohmor suburbs of Beirut, Christians established to monitor the
continued into early Saturday, marked Good Friday in Shiyah withdrawal of Israeli forces
with the NNA reporting the with a procession around Saint after they invaded Lebanon in

F town’s centre being hit twice as Maroun Church. 1978.

“ warplanes roared in the skies. Resident Hala Farah, 62, said The force’s mandate expires

\'\; Israel has previously struck she had never before missed the at the end of this year.
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UNRWA chief

seeks probe into
killing of
hundreds of staff
in Gaza war

GENEVA: (Crime Observer
staff Reporter + Media Desk)
The UN agency supporting
Palestinian refugees wants an
investigation into the killing of
nearly 400 of its staff in Gaza, its
outgoing chief said on Tuesday.

Criticising an “extraordinary

; = level of impunity” on his last

day on the job as UNRWA’s

. Commissioner-General,

* Philippe Lazzarini argued that

k «

b

\ %
\\

“”

Israel appeared to have “a
licence to kill” in the besieged
Palestinian territory.

“1 believe that we need to
have a ... high-level panel of
experts to look into the killing
of our staff,” Philippe Lazzarini
told reporters in Geneva.

The

62-year-old  Swiss

. national condemned the fact

that “more than 390” of the

agency’s staff had been killed in
Gaza since Hamas’s October 7,
2023 attack began the war.
“Many others have sustained
life-changing injuries or have
been arbitrarily detained and
tortured,” he said, adding that
the killing of other UN staff
needed to be investigated too.

Lazzarini said he had raised the

issue of an investigation with
the UN-
Secretary-General

office of

Guterres and with UN member
states.
He lamented that Israel’s

conduct of the war gave the

impression that “all possible 4

red lines have been crossed,
and there have never ever been
whether

diplomatic, political, economic,

any consequences,

legal, nothing”. 2
Killings of UNRWA staff and

health

workers and journalists were

other aid workers,
routinely justified with the
“labelled as
Hamas”, he pointed out.

And he warned that that

sense of impunity was now

victims being

“spreading”, with people killed

-

.
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in  Israel’s attacks on
neighbouring Lebanon now
“labelled as being Hezbollah”.

Referring to the ongoing

US-Israeli war with Iran,
Lazzarini argued that the
world’s  “abject failure” to

respond set “the stage for a war
the of

international law that is now

outside bounds

spreading across and beyond

the Middle East”.
Relations between Israel and
Lazzarini’s  agency, which

supports nearly six million
Palestinian refugees across
Gaza, the West Bank, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria, have long
been strained, but they have

fallen off a cliff since the start of

~ thewar.

' accusing

Israel has barred UNRWA
from operating on its soil,
the of

providing cover for Hamas

agency

militants, and claiming that

some of the agency’s
employees took part in the
October 7 attack.

A series of UN-linked
internal and external
investigations found some

“neutrality-related issues” at

UNRWA, but stressed Israel

had not provided conclusive

evidence for headline
allegation.

Israeli authorities earlier this
year also began demolishing
UNRWA’s headquarters in east
Jerusalem, in a move Lazzarini
called

outrageous”.

“extraordinarily

Israel’s attacks on the agency,
coupled  with  swingeing
funding cuts, have left UNRWA
facing

“collapse”,  warned

Lazzarini.

If the
community protect UNRWA, he

warned,

international

“the consequences will

be catastrophic for a generation

or more”.Lazzarini will be
temporarily replaced at the %
agency’s helm by Christian
Saunders, the special

coordinator on improving the
UN’s

exploitation and abuse.

response to  sexual

Iran executes two members of banned opposition group: judiciary

TEHRAN:
staff Reporter + Media Desk)
Iran on Saturday executed two

(Crime Observer

men convicted of membership
in a banned opposition group
and carrying out disruptive
actions aimed at overthrowing
the the

judiciary said.

Islamic  republic,
the
in a series targeting
of the
People’s Mujahedin of Iran
(MEK), other
convicted members the

group were executed earlier in

The executions were
latest
members banned
after four

of

the week.

They also come against the
backdrop of Iran’s war with the
United States
sparked by US-Israeli strikes on
February 28 that killed the

and Israel,

country’s supreme leader and
have since triggered a wider
regional conflict.

Since the war began, it has
executed multiple individuals,
including on Thursday, when
authorities executed a man
convicted of acting on behalf of
Israel and the United States
of
anti-government protests earlier
this year. On March 19, three

others

during a wave

convicted of killing
the

police officers during
protests were also executed.
Also in March, Iran executed
Kouroush Keyvani, a dual
Iranian-Swedish national, on
charges of spying for Israel,
drawing condemnation from
Stockholm and the European

Union.
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Explosives
found near
pipeline that
carries Russian
gas to Hungary

BUDAPEST/BELGRADE:
(Crime Observer staff Reporter
+ Media Desk) Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban
called an emergency defence
council meeting on Sunday
after powerful explosives were

found near a pipeline in Serbia

incident  prompted
poht1ca1 scrutiny in Hungary at
a sensitive time days before a
national election, with Orban’s
party trailing in opinion polls.
Orban said Serbian President

Aleksandar Vucic, a close ally,

had informed him by phone

Hungary’s border with Serbia.

“Our wunits found an
explosive  of  devastating
power,” Vucic said in a post on

Instagram. “I told PM Orban
that

updated on the investigation.”

we would keep him

Officials in Budapest and
Belgrade did not respond to
requests for comment about the
incident, which comes before
pivotal elections on April 12 in
Hungary where nationalist
Orban is fighting to hold onto
his more than 16-year grip on
power.

A former Hungarian
intelligence official told Reuters
there had been discussions in
Hungarian security circles over
the past days about a precise
plan for a “false-flag” operation

impacting the pipeline in Serbia

that carries Russian gas to the about the discovery outside the as part of an effort to influence

country.

town of Kanjiza, near

the Hungarian vote.
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Peter Magyar, leader of the
opposition Tisza party also
the

saying it appeared

raised doubts about
incident,
aimed at boosting Orban’s
electoral prospects.”Several
people have publicly indicated
that

‘accidentally” happen at the gas

something will
pipeline in Serbia at Easter, a
week before the Hungarian
elections. And so it happened,”
Magyar said in a statement.

In a Facebook post after the
defence council meeting, Orban

suggested the incident related

to an attempt to blow up the
pipeline, which transports
Russian gas through the

Balkans to Central and Eastern

- Europe.

“According to information

there was an act

' of sabotage prepared,” Orban

said after the meeting, adding
that  both

strengthened the protection of

countries  have
the pipeline.

Without directly blaming
Ukraine for the incident in
Serbia, Orban said “Ukraine has
been for years trying to cut off
Europe from Russian energy.”

“The

TurkStream is

Russian section of

also under

attack.

pose a

continuous  military

Ukraine’s  efforts
life-threatening  danger to
Hungary,” headded.

The head of Serbia’s Military
Intelligence  Agency, Djuro
Jusic, said the explosives found
on a section of pipeline linked
to the

which carries Russian gas to

Turkstream system,
Turkey and then to Central
Europe, were produced in the
United States.

“We had information that a
from a
with
carry out a

the gas
he told
reporters in Belgrade. He did

person migrant

community, military
training, will
diversion on

infrastructure,”

not give further details, but said

authorities in Serbia were
searching for that person.

Orban in February scaled up
security around energy
infrastructure in the country by
dispatching troops after what
he said were plans by Ukraine
the
energy system - charges Kyiv
denied.

Ukraine’s foreign ministry

to disrupt Hungarian

strongly rejected what it said
were attempts to link Kyiv to

the explosives.

“Ukraine has nothing to do
with this,”
spokesman Heorhii Tykhyi said
“Most

Russian false-flag operation as

foreign ministry

on X probably, a

part of Moscow’s heavy

interference in  Hungarian
elections.”

Budapest has also been in a’
dispute with Ukraine over a
halt in oil supplies via the

Druzhba pipeline. Orban’s

Fidesz party has sought to

associate  opposition
Peter Magyar with Brussels and .
Ukraine, suggesting that voting
for his Tisza party means voting
for tanks and war.

Hungary is an outlier in the
European Union for
maintaining ties with Moscow,
for

which voiced support

Hungary over  Sunday’s
incident and suggested that
Ukraine was responsible.
Hungarian Foreign Minister
Peter

Ukraine, writing on Facebook

Szijjarto also blamed

that “in the past few days and
the

an

Ukrainians

blockade
against us, and then tried to put
total

And now we have

weeks,
organised oil

us under a
blockade ...

today’sincident.”

energy
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defence spending.
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C h i e-F S ays in parliament as he presented

France’s draft legislation to

boost defence spending

P OSS i b ‘ e Wa r between 2024 and 2030.

possibility of an open war,

[
\ remains my primary concern in
P rl I l . a ry terms of military

N
\

MWL

N
\
N

PARIS,  France:  (Crime possibility of a war with Russia during a hearing devoted to the
Observer staff Reporter + in the next few years remained updated military programming
Media Desk) France’s top his “primary concern” as he draftlaw.
general on Thursday said the defended efforts to ramp up  According to the draft

W e NI | B
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General Fabien Mandon spoke -

% ° “The persistence of a Russian 7
WI t | 2 u SS I a I S threat on our continent, with the:”

preparedness,” Mandon told

' &
C O n C e r n the defence committee of /

parliament’s  lower  house /
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the

government on Wednesday, 36

legislation unveiled by

billion euros ($42 billion) were
to be added to France’s defence
spending, on top of the 413
($483  billion)
allocated for the period of 2024
t0 2030.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry

billion euros

Peskov told reporters that the
French top general’s concerns

were “absolutely unfounded”.

expressed regret that European

countries were “completely
refusing any form of contact”.
Russia and Ukraine have
been at war since Moscow in
2022 launched the full-scale
invasion of

its neighbour.

European powers, including
France, have backed Ukraine
with increasing supplies of
but

insisted they are not directly

weapons have always

The chief of the defence staff General

Fabien Mandon spoke in parliament as he
presented France’s draft legislation to boost
defence spending between 2024 and 2030.
“The persistence of a Russian threat on our
continent, with the possibility of an open

war, remains my primary concern in terms

of military preparedness,

” Mandon told the

defence committee of parliament’s lower
house during a hearing devoted to the
updated military programming draft law.

“Russia poses no threat to
any country that does not plan

hub

activities,

for
that
does not plan to destroy the

to become a

anti-Russian

Russian?speaking population,
and that does not plan in any
way to undermine the security

of Russia,” he said. Peskov

involved in the conflict. Citing
intelligence estimates, Mandon
said Russia was expected to
have a bigger army and more
weapons by 2030.

Russia is projected to have a
1.9 million-strong army by 2030,
up from 1.3 million last year, he

said.

The number of Russian heavy
tanks was set to rise from 4,000
in 2025 to 7,000 in 2030, while
the number of combat vessels in
the Russian navy was expected
to be between 230 and 240,
Mandon added.

“This military planning law
is crucial for the defence of our
fellow citizens,” Mandon said.

“We are in a dangerous
period. We must not cause
but
awareness because we need this
he added.

Mandon

warned France must be ready to

alarm, simply  raise
defence investment,”

In  November,
“lose its children” against the
background of the threat posed
by Russia, sparking an outcry.

“ An unrestricted use of force”
and a “terrorist threat” in the
Middle East, Asia and Africa
also justified the ramping up of
Mandon

pointing  to

defences, said,
Washington’s
wavering  commitment  to
Europe. “We can no longer
the

confidence in the Americans’

have same level of

commitment to our security”,
he said, adding however that
dialogue with US military
“high

officials remained of

quality.”

MONTHLY CRIME OBSERVER XX
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"~ to maintain his rule in a civilian

people.

. installed in a recent election

Myanmar junta
chief elected
president by

pro-military MPs

NAYPYIDAW, Myanmar:
(Crime Observer staff Reporter
+ Media Desk)

pro-military lawmakers elected

Min Aung Hlaing secured
429 of 584 votes cast in the
upper and lower houses of
the

Friday, a

Myanmar’s

parliament in capital

junta chief Min Aung Hlaing as Naypyidaw on

president on Friday, with the parliament official said.

While the

parliament’s

touted
last

month as a return of power to .

junta

reopening

the people, analysts describe it
as civilian window dressing

intended to launder the

military’s continuing rule.

“There is no hope for the

country under his presidency.
The country will only get
worse,” said a 50-year-old
Yangon resident, who spoke on
condition of anonymity due to _
security concerns.

“I never expected anything
from this government anyway,”
she said, adding it was formed
through “fake elections”.

The

pro-military ~ Union

ex-armed forces commander set [
guise after snatching power by
force five years ago.

The
ousted the elected government
of Aung San Suu Kyi in 2021,
triggering a civil war that has
killed tens of thousands of

coup-leading general

Parliament speaker Aung Lin
Dwe announced Min Aung

Hlaing was elected president,

chosen by military-aligned MPs

overseen by the junta he leads.

~

Myanmar's military chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
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Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) won more than 80
percent of parliamentary seats
contested in the phased poll
that concluded

Serving members of the armed

in January.

forces also occupy unelected
seats making up a quarter of the
total.

The massively popular Suu
Kyi has been detained since the
February 2021 coup, her party
dissolved, criticism or protest
over the election outlawed and
voting blocked in territories
controlled by rebels fighting the
military.

The conflict and ensuing
humanitarian crisis show no

sign of abating, with opposition

- factions still standing defiant

after the poll.
Rights campaigners Burma
UK the

Myanmar military would never

said

reform.

“The only thing that changes
are the forms of political system
it uses to ensure its survival,
and the tactics it uses to try to
the

and

relieve pressure from

domestic ~ population

. . . 4 b
international community,” it

- said in a statement.

N ,
b

Analysts say the decision by

Myanmar’s top brass to cloak
its command in civilian dress
gives some regional partners
cover to engage with and invest
in a country that many Western
nations consider a pariah.

China
congratulated Min Aung Hlaing

Key junta ally
on Friday on his election win
“high-quality”
cooperation on Beijing’s Belt
Road

and pledged
and infrastructure
projects.

“China supports the new
in

Myanmar  government

safeguarding national peace

and stability, and realising
development and prosperity,”
Chinese  foreign  ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning told
reporters.

Min Aung Hlaing is expected

to be sworn in as president next

week.

He served as both
commander-in-chief of the
armed forces and acting

president in a post-coup period
of emergency rule, but he is
constitutionally compelled to
relinquish his military post to
become president.

Min Aung Hlaing handed the
military baton over to loyalist

and former spymaster Ye Win

Oo on Monday.

Myanmar’s military has ruled

the restive Southeast Asian -

of

post-independence history and

nation for most its
presents itself as the only force
guarding it from rupture and

ruin.

The generals loosened their é

for a  decade-long

grip

democratic interlude beginning

in 2011, allowing Suu Kyi to

5\
\

r F

ascend as civilian leader and

steer a spurt of reform as the "'/

nation opened up from its/

hermetic history.

Min Aung Hlaing snatched
back power, making allegations
of massive voter fraud, after the
Nobel Peace Prize laureate’s
party trounced the pro-military
USDP with a landslide victory
in 2020 elections.

Analysts say the claims were
unfounded and that he acted
out of anxiety about the armed
forces” waning influence.

The

expected to march in lockstep

new government is

with the top brass now that the
USDP

parliament with back-up from

is entrenched in

the unelected military
lawmakers.
YAQAQ QA Qe
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Trump

Supreme Court
sceptical of

end birthright
citizenship

bid to

WASHINGTON, United
States: (Crime Observer staff
Reporter + Media Desk) The US
Supreme

Court  appeared

poised on Wednesday to reject

Donald Trump’s historic bid to
birthright

following a hearing featuring

end citizenship

the extraordinary attendance of

the Republican president.

The landmark case is a pillar
in Trump’s attempts to restrict
immigration and his decision to -
attend oral arguments was
unprecedented for a sitting
president.
left the

Trump hearing

following the presentation by

his solicitor general, John Sauer, ]
and did not remain for the
arguments of American Civil
Liberties (ACLU)
attorney Cecillia Wang, who

Union
was  defending
citizenship.

“We are the only Country in
the World STUPID enough to
allow “Birthright” Citizenship!”
Trump said in a social media

post after returning to the White

By TEEISHP [

T

: )

birthright | /-
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House. Trump signed an
executive order on the first day
of his second term decreeing
that children born to parents in
the United States illegally or on
temporary visas would not
automatically = become  US
citizens.

Lower courts blocked the
move, ruling that under the
Citizenship Clause of the 14th
Amendment nearly everyone
born on US soil is an American
citizen.

Sauer told the justices that
birthright
the

practice of the overwhelming

“unrestricted
citizenship  contradicts
majority of modern nations”
and “demeans the priceless and
profound gift of American
citizenship.”

“It operates as a powerful
factor  for

pull illegal

immigration and rewards
illegal aliens who not only
violate the immigration laws
but also jump in front of those
” he said.

It also encourages what Sauer

who follow the rules,
called “birth tourism,” in which
foreigners come to the United
States solely to give birth.

The three liberal justices and

several conservatives appeared

skeptical of the administration’s
arguments. Conservatives have
a 6-3 supermajority on the court
three
appointed by Trump.

“We are the only
Country in the World
STUPID enough to
allow “Birthright
Citizenship!” Trump
said in a social media
post after returning
to the White House.
Trump signed an
executive order on
the first day of his
second term
decreeing that
children born to
parents in the United
States illegally or on
temporary visas
would not
automatically
become US citizens.

and justices  were

Chief Justice John Roberts, a
conservative, asked Sauer how
“birth tourism” is
that

regardless of the numbers it

common

before pointing out
would have “no impact on the
legal analysis” of the case.

“We’re in a new world now,”

the

“where eight billion people are

solicitor ~general said,
one plane ride away from
having a child who’s a US
“Well, it's a new
It’s the
constitution,” Roberts replied.
The 14th Amendment states
that “All

naturalized in the United States,

citizen.”

world. same

persons born or
and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof,
United States.”

It does not apply to those not

are citizens of the

subject to US jurisdiction -- the
children of foreign diplomats,
for example -- and Roberts said
the government appeared to be
the

exceptions “to a whole class of

seeking to  expand

illegal aliens,” a move he
described as “quirky.” Justice
Brett Kavanaugh, another

conservative, asked Sauer why
he was citing the birthright
policies of other nations.

“We try to interpret American
law with American precedent
based on American history,”
Kavanaugh said. “Why should
we be thinking about...other
countries? I'm not seeing the

relevance as a legal,
constitutional interpretive
matter.”
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K to send
additional air
defence kit,

ps to
Middle East

LONDON: (Crime Observer
staff Reporter + Media Desk)
Britain plans to send additional

air defence equipment and

troops to help its allies in the
Middle East as Iranian attacks
continue, defence minister John

Healey said on Tuesday as he

visited Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
Bahrain. :

Healey held talks with allies
where they discussed the Strait
of Hormuz and further UK-Gulf
co-operation on  regional
security, Britain's Ministry of
Defence said.

UK will deploy Sky Sabre, a
ground-based air  defence
system used by the British
Army, in Saudi Arabia,
statement said. __

The deployment of British =
Typhoon fighter jets in Qatar,
where the UK operates a joint
squadron with Qatar, will be

extended, Healey announced.

-
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Britain’s Lightweight
Multirole Launcher is now in
Bahrain, where it is being
integrated into that country’s
defence the MoD

added.
Healey told reporters that

systems,

British troops will help install,
train, and operate the new air
defence systems, with nearly
1,000 soldiers expected to be
deployed across the Middle
East to help “defend the skies
and reinforce air defences”.

“I pay tribute to the heroic
efforts of our partners across the
Gulf in protecting their nations.
We will stand by our long-term
partners in the Middle East and
continue to push for a swift

this
in the MoD’s

written statement.

resolution to conflict,”

Healey said

Prime Minister Sir Keir
Starmer said on Monday the UK
is “not going to get dragged
this but would

continue to defend its interests

into war”
and allies in the region.

The defence secretary has
been visiting Saudi Arabia,
Qatar the
government the

deployment of further systems,

and Bahrain as

announced

and associated teams, for the

and for
Speaking to reporters from
Qatar, Healey said the Gulf

nations Kuwait.

nations had praised the
contributions of UK forces
describing  them as “a

cornerstone” to their defence.
He added that Iran had been

“expanding” its attacks in the

region and that he expected the

“I pay tribute to the
heroic efforts of our
partners across the
Gulf in protecting
their nations. We will
stand by our

long-term partners in
the Middle East and

continue to push for
a swift resolution to
this conflict,” Healey

said in the MoD’s
written statement.

war to continue “for some
weeks”.

Healey told reporters that
allies were looking at a range of
the

shipping lane open. He said it

options to keep key
would require an international
response - which included the
US.

He also said that military

planners have been deployed to
US military headquarters, and
that a British Navy ship will
also be wused to (facilitate
autonomous drones that could
clear mines from the Strait of

Hormuz if and when that was

necessary.
But he batted away the
Trump administration’s

UK not
the

war.”We're two nations whose

irritation with the
getting  involved in
militaries are bound closely
that work

whose

together, closely

together, intelligence
services share uniquely the
the threats

around the world and the action

recognition  of

that free nations must take and
take together.”
Meanwhile, Italy recently
refused authorisation for some
US aircraft headed to the
Middle East on a combat
mission to land at its Sigonella
base, a defence ministry source
and Italian media said on
Tuesday.
Under  the

agreements with the United

terms of

States, some Italian bases can be
used by US military aircraft, but
only for logistical purposes.

YAQAQ QA Qe
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UN chief

warns world
\
on edge of a
wider war'

UNITED NATIONS, United
States: (Crime Observer staff
Reporter + Media Desk) UN
chief Antonio Guterres warned
on Thursday that the Middle
East conflict risked spiraling
into a wider war, as he called
halt

US-Israeli strikes on Iran and

for an immediate to

Iranian attacks on its

" neighbours.

“We are on the edge of a
wider war that would engulf
the Middle East with dramatic
the

secretary-general told reporters

impacts around the globe,”

in New York.Speaking to the
press outside the Security
Council in New York, the UN
chief painted a grim picture of
the

rapidly = deteriorating

\_ situation, as Israel and the US

continue to bomb Iran while
Tehran carries out attacks on
neighbouring Gulf States and
threatens ships it deems hostile

against using the crucial Strait

A T T T
T TE T T S—
of Hormuz.
“Every day this war
continues, human suffering

grows. The scale of devastation
grows. Indiscriminate attacks
grow,” Guterres stated, noting
that the targeting of civilians
and civilian infrastructure, as
well as general perils to the’
world economy - especially the
most vulnerable societies which
depend on energy imports - are
mounting daily.

He that the

impacts of the crisis are no

emphasised

longer contained within the
region, pointing specifically to
the

severe disruptions

r

~

UN chief Antonio Guterres warned

¥
uJ
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- must

surrounding  freedom  of
navigation.

“When the Strait of Hormuz
is strangled, the world’s poorest
and most vulnerable cannot
breathe,” he warned.

He that

consequences are

the
already

noted
visible “in the daily lives of
people struggling with rising
food and energy costs from the
Philippines to Sri Lanka...to
Mozambique.”

To this

trajectory, the Secretary-General

curb escalating
announced he is dispatching his
Personal Envoy, Jean Arnault,
to the region to assist in
ongoing peace initiatives. “The
spiral of death and destruction
he
urging that diplomatic efforts

stop,” implored,

- be given the space and support

' to succeed.

- protection  of

Guterres stressed that any
resolution must be anchored
firmly in international law and
the UN Charter.

He called for disputes to be
the

territorial

settled peacefully, for

sovereignty  and
integrity of all Member States to
be the

and

respected, and for

civilians
under

nuclear installations

threat in Iran and elsewhere as

the war metastasizes.
Directly = addressing the
combatants, the

Secretary-General declared: “To
the United States and Israel, it is
high time to stop the war that is
inflicting immense human
suffering and already triggering
devastating economic
consequences.”

Iran, he continued, must stop
attacking its neighbours.

Reiterating that the Security
has

condemned these attacks and

Council already
reaffirmed the need to respect
navigational rights in critical
maritime routes, the UN chief
reminded world leaders that
the power to end the crisis lies
in their hands.

“Conflicts do not end on their

4

own, Guterres concluded.
“They end when leaders choose
dialogue over destruction. That
choice still exists. And it must
be made - now.”

The Middle East stands “at a

dangerous precipice,” Assistant

Secretary-General Khaled
Khiari told the Security
Council, which met on

Thursday morning to discuss

boosting cooperation between

the UN and Arab States in the ~
Gulf. _
He condemned the attacks -
by the US and Israel on Iran -
cited the
outlined last month’s
Council resolution 2817 (2026). % -
- for an immediate end to all

and demand -

in

attacks by Tehran against
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates and Jordan.

The Secretary-General of the
Gulf Cooperation  Council
(GCCQ), Jassim Albudaiwi, told/
ambassadors Iran had targeted
infrastructure,

vital civilian

including airports, oil facilities,

residential and commercial
areas, fuel depots, service
facilities and diplomatic
missions.

“The GCC strongly condemns
these blatant Iranian attacks,
which
violation of the sovereignty of
GCC States”,
principle of good-neighbourly

constitute a flagrant

as well as the

relations, international law and
the UN Charter,
“GCC States do not seek war,”
“They seek the
security and stability

he stressed.

he insisted.
peace,

that all peoples deserve.”
IARA QAR AGAe
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From an

to mediator In
lran war —
Pakistan's
remarkable
makeover

‘outcast

ISLAMABAD:
Observer staff
Media Desk)
outcast a year ago, Pakistan has

(Crime
Reporter +
A diplomatic
trusted

become a regional

partner and a mediator between

the US and Iran to end the war
in the Middle East.

Field Marshal Munir has had
several meetings with President
Donald Trump, including an

unprecedented one-on-one

lunch at the ?White House,
the has

apprehended an Islamic State

while government

bomber accused of Kkilling
American troops and handed
him over to the US.

In other moves to restore the
Islamic nation’s credibility, its
diplomats have launched a
?sweeping outreach
programme with world leaders,
while consolidating ties with
principal ally China.

The first breakthrough came
in March last
Pakistan helped
suspect linked to the 2021
Kabul airport bombing in
which 170 Afghans and 13 US

soldiers were killed, prompting

year, when

capture a

S

e
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public thanks from Trump and
renewed intelligence sharing.
Maleeha Lodhi,
Pakistan ambassador to the US,
the

a former

said cooperation was

visit to the White House, the
first time a sitting US president
had received Pakistan’s military
chief

leadership present,

without civilian

signalled

“I have been calling for almost three
weeks now for India to take a leading
stand, leveraging ?its good relations with

both sides ?into a peace initiative,”

said

opposition lawmaker Shashi Tharoor.

“Now, apparently, Pakistan, Egypt and
Turkey have done it. Good luck to
them...but India gets no credit while
Pakistan is holding the peace talks.”

“critical” in reversing decades
of mistrust.

In May, a clash with old
enemy India reinforced the
shift.

Foreign office spokesperson
Tahir Andrabi ?said the 90-hour
conflict provided a massive
boost to Pakistan’s diplomatic
the

“military leadership

credentials because
country’s
showed tremendous restraint
after successfully downing
Indianfighterjets”.

After the conflict, Pakistani
nominated Trump for the Nobel
Peace Prize, acknowledging his
move for peace.

Field Marshal Asim Munir's

that Trump recognised
Pakistan’s  internal = power
structure.

Pakistan’s military did not

respond to a request for
comment on this story.
Government officials have

said the country’s makeover has

been spurred by a strong

civil-military  alliance  and
ability to effectively juggle
with ?Gulf
countries as well as the US and
China.

“If there is one factor above
all that has fuelled the

widening of diplomatic

relationships

opportunity for Pakistan, it is

the trust and symbiosis

between the field marshal and
prime Mosharraf
Zaidi, Sharif’'s spokesperson,
told ?Reuters.
Both Zaidi
highlighted

initiatives from their offices,

minister,”

and Andrabi

diplomatic

and a flurry of meetings and
almost daily phone calls with
world leaders.

On Sunday, Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar hosted counterparts
from Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and
Egypt for talks that focused on

ending the war in Iran.

“Because of Mr. ?Dar’s
frequent interactions ?with
these foreign ministers, they can

share intimate comments as
well as a solemn moment,”
Andrabi said.

Ties with Washington have
since deepened through
frequent engagement between
Pakistan’s civil and military
leadership and the White
House.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Field Marshal Asim
Munir have held talks with the
US that included investment
opportunities, anchoring
Pakistan’s makeover with a
mixture of business deals and

geopolitical alliances.

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER [EEX
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Field Marshal Munir,

Trump has called his “favourite

who
field marshal”, was the only
serving military chief at the
World Economic Forum in
Davos this year.

Sources said he held further

Iranian  President = Masoud
Pezeshkian.

Pakistan signed a mutual
defence deal with Saudi Arabia
last year.

Pakistan’s ascension on the

international stage is however

Field Marshal Munir has had several meetings

with President Donald Trump, including an

unprecedented one-on-one lunch at the ?White

House, while the government has apprehended an

Islamic State bomber accused of killing American

troops and handed him over to the US.

In other moves to restore the Islamic nation’s

credibility, its diplomats have launched a ?sweeping

outreach programme with world leaders, while

consolidating ties with principal ally China.

interactions with Trump there,
and has spoken with Vice
President JD Vance multiple
times since the Iran war began.

Vance communicated with
intermediaries from Pakistan
about the

recently as Tuesday, according

Iran conflict as

to a ?source briefed on the
that

Trump was open ?to a ceasefire

matter, making clear

if certain demands were met.
Sharif, meanwhile, has ?held

repeated meetings with Trump

as well as Saudi Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman and

causing heartburn in India,
which has wusually had the
higher diplomatic profile of the
two rivals. Its opposition has
questioned the government’s
hands-off the
Middle East war ?and analysts

say
leaving New Delhi on the

approach in

Islamabad’s rise risks

sidelines of regional
diplomacy.

“I have been calling for
almost three weeks now for
India to take a leading stand,
leveraging ?its good relations

with both sides ?into a peace

W_W—&hm.m/./
..

initiative,” said opposition
lawmaker Shashi  Tharoor.
“Now, apparently, Pakistan,

Egypt and Turkey have done it.
Good luck to them...but India
gets no credit while Pakistan is
holding the peace talks.”

Pakistan’s
the

However,
economy remains in
doldrums.

Islamabad is also enmeshed
with
Afghanistan,

in its own conflict
neighbouring
which surged days before the
US and Israel launched strikes
onTehran.

Pakistan “has ?to continue to
?look inwards to bolster its own
national

pillars  of power,

especially its economy,” said
Uzair Yunus from a strategic
advisory firm.

“It also needs to ?build an
integrated defence industrial
complex in partnership with
Saudi Arabia and Turkey.”

Islamabad would need a
long-term strategy to balance
ties with Iran, its defence
partnership with Riyadh and
relations with Washington amid
an unpredictable and possibly
prolonged conflict, said Jawaid

from Control Risks.

YAQAQ QA Qe

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER E2X



2N .‘A VI TAS

s
oW 0

777/ A

i PPy

ih 7777 /&

W T T FT I

________ 4

N L]

VY

N

NN

T

rump say; US
military action
against Iran

‘coming to an
I
end

WASHINGTON/ TEHRAN:
(Crime Observer staff Reporter
+ Media Desk)
Donald Trump said on Tuesday

President

that US military action against
Iran is “coming to an end”, as
Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth
said talks on ending the conflict
were “gaining strength” and
that the upcoming days will be
decisive.

Trump told NBC News in an
interview, “We're doing great,”
adding, “And it's coming to an
end.”

While
Masoud

country

Iranian  President
Pezeshkian said his
had the “necessary
will” to end the ongoing war
with Israel and the United
States, but

was  seeking

guarantees that the conflict
would not be repeated. “We
possess the necessary will to
end this conflict, provided that
essential conditions are
met—especially the guarantees
required to prevent repetition
of the aggression,” Pezeshkian
said in a phone conversation
the

European Council, according to

with the president of

a statement from his office,
reiterating a key demand of
Tehran’s.

“The solution to normalising
the situation is the cessation of
their attacks,”

Pezeshkian said on Tuesday.

aggressive

Pentagon chief Hegseth said
that the next days of the Iran

war will be “decisive” while

refusing to rule out US ground
forces playing a role in the
conflict.

Hegseth also revealed during
a news conference —his first in
nearly two weeks —that he had
visited US troops in the Middle
East over the weekend, and
said that talks on ending the
conflict were “gaining
strength.” “The upcoming days
will be decisive. Iran knows
that, and there’s almost nothing
they can militarily do about it,”
Hegseth said.

Asked about concerns among
Donald
the

possible use of ground troops

some of President

Trump’s base about
in Iran, Hegseth declined to tip
his hand. “You can’t fight and
win a war if you tell your
adversary what you are willing
to do, or what you are not
willing to do, to include boots
on the ground,” he said.

“If we needed to, we could
execute those options on behalf
of the president of the United
States and this department. Or
maybe we don’t have to use
them at all —maybe
negotiations work,” Hegseth
said.

The Pentagon chief said talks

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER [E2X
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on ending the war were making
progress even as the more than
month-long US-Israeli military
campaign against the Islamic
republic continued. “They are
very real. They are ongoing,
they are active, and I think,
gaining strength,” Hegseth said
of the negotiations. He also said
he had made an unannounced
trip to visit US troops taking
part in operations against Iran.
“We were on the ground in
CENTCOM on Saturday for
about half the day. For reasons
of operational security, so those
the

places and bases will not be

troops are not targeted,

named,” Hegseth said, referring

to the US command responsible

- for the region. “Suffice it to say,

the trip was an honor. I had a

chance to bear witness, and I

' witnessed the best of America,”

he said.
General Dan Caine—the top
US military officer—spoke

alongside Hegseth, saying that

. US forces have struck more than

- We

11,000 targets so far.
The United States “continues
to destroy Iran’s ballistic

missile and (drone) capabilities.

remain focused on

interdicting and destroying the

logistical and supply chains
he
said. And “we continue to
the

remain

that feed these programs,”

assert dominance over
Iranian navy. We
focused on targeting their mine
laying capability, their naval
assets,” Caine added.

Iranian  Foreign  Minister
Abbas Araghchi said he has
been receiving direct messages
from US special envoy Steve
Witkoff but
constitute
Qatar’s Al Jazeera TV cited him

as saying on Tuesday.

they do not

“negotiations”,

The messages include threats
or exchanged views delivered
through “friends”, he added.

Araghchi
“completely baseless”
that the Islamic republic had

fired missiles at Turkiye and

rejected as

reports

offered to jointly investigate the
issue. In a phone call with his
Turkish Hakan
Fidan, Araghchi warned against
by

Minister

counterpart
“false-flag  operations
enemies”.  Prime
Benjamin Netanyahu said that
Israel would press ahead with
its military campaign against
Tehran, declaring that it would
continue to “crush Iran’s terror

regime”. “The campaign is not

over,” he said in a televised
statement. “We will continue to-
crush the terror regime.”

While the Israeli military said
it was prepared for weeks more
fighting, after Prime Minister
Netanyahu earlier announced
that the war
beyond the halfway point.
told the

conservative US broadcaster

with Iran was

Netanyahu

Newsmax that the war was

“definitely beyond the halfway

point,” but declined to give a

timeframe. He added that the /'

halfway point referred to

missions, “not necessarily in
terms of time.”

When asked for the military’s
stance at an online media
briefing, spokesman Lieutenant
Colonel Nadav Shoshani said
decisions on timing belonged to
the political echelon. “We are
prepared to keep operating for
weeks to come,” he told
journalists.

Israel’s emergency services
said that eight people with
minor injuries were evacuated
to hospitals in the Tel Aviv
area, where police reported
falling munitions fragments
after an alert for incoming

Iranian missiles. The military’s

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER XX
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Home Front Command said it =~ US Defense Secretary Pete officials, alleging that the tech

had received “reports of Hegseth echoed that message firms are the “main element in "

damage” in the central parts of during a news conference on designing and tracking

the country. Earlier on Tuesday, Tuesday. assassination targets”. As a

at least 10 blasts were heard in "This is an international result, these 18

the Jerusalem area after missile waterway that we use less than companies—who also included

launches from Iran were most, in fact dramatically less Intel, Microsoft and Oracle, as
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were subsequently reported. The White House said that Tesla, analytics firm Palantir,’
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Wall Street stocks added to the US military was prepared to and chip giant Nvidia—risk
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gains after Iran’s President thwart any attacks by Iran, retaliation, the statementsaid.

Masoud Pezeshkian said his responding to threats by the French President Emmanuel

detected though no injuries thanmost,” Hegsethsaid. well as electric car company

country had the “necessary Islamic Revolutionary Guard Macron’s office said it was

will” to end the war. Near 1720 Corps against US companies in “surprised” by Donald Trump’s s

GMT, the Dow Jones Industrial the region. “The United States criticism of France, stressing the -
Average was up 2.1 percent at military is and was prepared to country’s position on US
49,164.55. The broad-based S&P curtail any attacks by Iran, as military overflights had not

500 gained 2.5 percent to evidenced by the 90 percent changed. Taking to his Truth
6,503.08, while the tech-rich drop in ballistic missile and Social platform, the US
Nasdaq  Composite Index drone attacks by the terrorist president lashed out at France,

~ jumped 3.6 percent t0 21,533.15. regime,” said a White House saying it did not let “planes
y US President Donald Trump official, who did not wish to be headed to Israel, loaded up
~.said the countries that have not named. with military supplies, fly over

. joined the Middle East war but ~ The IRGC said earlier that French territory.” “We are
S are struggling  with  fuel they would target leading US surprised by this tweet,” the
: shortages should “go get your technology firms like Apple, French presidency said,

own oil” in the Strait of Google and Meta if more referring to Trump’s post in

\/ Hormuz. Iranian leaders were killed in which he accused France of

. Ina Truth Social post, Trump “targeted assassinations”. being “very unhelpful” in the
said countries “that refused to =~ The Guards’ statement said US-IsraeliwaronlIran.

get involved” should “build up the US government and tech =~ “We confirm this decision,

) some delayed courage, go to giants had “ignored our which is consistent with

the Strait, and just TAKE IT,” repeated warnings regarding France’s position since the start

5 - adding that the United States the necessity” of halting of this conflict,” the Elysee

\"\; would not help them. operations targeting top Iranian Palace said.
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Israel will reduce its military
imports from France “to zero”
in retaliation for French policies
it deems hostile towards its
interests, a defence ministry
spokeswoman told AFP on
Tuesday.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
confirmed the
US-Israeli
brigadier general sanctioned by
the US in 2025 over

international network shipping

killing in a
airstrike of a

an
oil to China and using profits to

fund Tehran-backed regional
proxies. Revolutionary Guards

commander-in-chief Ahmad
Vahidi issued a message of
condolences for Jamshid

Eshaghi, the head of the budget
—and financial affairs at Iran’s
armed forces general staff.

An Iranian attack sparked a

" fire on a Kuwaiti oil tanker at

Dubai Port,
reported on Tuesday, as Tehran

state media

continued its campaign in the

. Gulf in response to US-Israeli

. strikes. There were no injuries,
according to the report, and
Dubai
firefighters had extinguished
the

. also said on Tuesday its air

authorities later said
blaze.

Kuwait's military

. defences were responding to

“hostile missile and drone
attacks”, according to an X post.

The health of Iranian Nobel
Peace Prize winner Narges
Mohammadi is extremely poor
and her life in danger after she
suffered a suspected heart
attack earlier this month for
which she received inadequate

treatment, supporters said on

Tuesday.
Mohammadi, who won the
peace prize in 2023 in

recognition of more than two
decades of campaigning, was
arrested on December 12 in the
eastern city of Mashhad after
speaking out against Iran’s
clerical authorities at a funeral
ceremony.

Iranian media reported that a
wave of US-Israeli strikes hit
military bases, a religious site
and a cancer drug plant. Two
massive explosions shook Iran’s
central city of Isfahan, seen in
video footage verified by AFP,
and Iranian state media
reported damage to the Shia
Grand

Husseiniya in Zanjan in the

religious centre of
northwest. Iranian media also
said airstrikes have put a
desalination plant on Iran’s

Qeshm island in the strategic

Strait of Hormuz out of service,
though the report did not
specify when the attack took -
place.  Multiple
rattled the Saudi capital Riyadh
on Tuesday, according to an
AFP the
apparent barrage targeting the
city. An AFP journalist heard at
least two blasts echo over the

explosions

journalist, latest

city
The US State Department said

it was monitoring threats to -

Americans in Saudi Arabia and =

warned all US citizens in the
country to shelter in place. “We
are tracking reports of threats
where
American citizens gather,” the
U.S. Embassy in Saudi Arabia

said in a travel advisory.

against locations

Four people were injured by
debris from an interception that
fell on residential houses in
Dubai

authorities said.

southern Tuesday,
A strike on Tuesday in
Iraq killed three
the former

paramilitary coalition Hashed

western
fighters from
al-Shaabi, the alliance said in a
statement, blaming the US and
Israel for the attack.

EU chief Antonio Costa on

Tuesday urged Iran’s President

MONTHLY CRIME OBSERVER
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Masoud Pezeshkian in a phone
call to stop attacks on regional
neighbours and engage with
diplomatic efforts to reopen the
Strait of Hormuz.

The EU urged member states
Tuesday to try to push down
domestic demand for fuel and
prepare to secure oil supplies,
warning of
prolonged effects of the Middle
“It is

clear that the more you can do

potentially

East war on energy prices.

to save oil, especially diesel,
especially jet fuel, the better we
off,” EU

commissioner Dan Jorgensen

are energy
told a press conference in
Brussels.

Iran executed on Tuesday

- two more members of a banned

opposition group, a day after

two other men

' convicted in the same case, as

activists warn Tehran is
intensifying the use of capital
punishment.

The judiciary’s Mizan Online
website said Babak Alipour and
Pouya Ghobadi were hanged
on charges of rebellion over
membership of the banned
People’s Mujahedin of Iran
(MEK)

were upheld by the Supreme

after their sentences

Court.

The Gulf states are unified in
calling for a de-escalation of the
Middle East war, Qatar said on
Tuesday as Tehran launched
new  strikes against its
neighbours.

“Our understanding is that
there is a very unified position
in the Gulf on calling for the
de-escalation and an end to the
war,” Qatar’s foreign ministry
spokesman Majed al-Ansari
told a regular news briefing.

Beijing expressed “gratitude”
on Tuesday for coordination
that enabled three Chinese
ships to transit the Strait of
Hormuz, the crucial waterway
which Iran has all but closed
during the war in the Middle
East.

Two of the vessels, belonging
to state-owned shipping giant
Cosco, passed through the strait
Gulf on

Monday morning, data from the

while exiting the

MarineTraffic monitor showed.
A third
Kong-flagged oil and chemical

ship, a Hong
tanker called the Egret, crossed
earlier on March 25 sailing from
east to west, according to
maritime analytics firm Kpler.

A member of Iran’s Bahai

minority arrested over January
protests is in imminent danger, -
according to  community 3
representatives, who say he has
been subjected to a forced
confession, mock hangings and
torture.
Ethiopia  will
vehicles transporting essential/’
goods and those in the public
transport sector at fuel stations

as the country grapples with

shortages caused by the Middle

East war, authorities said ™
Tuesday.
Indonesia  on  Tuesday

announced fuel rationing and
mandated work from home for
civil servants as it seeks to
conserve energy stocks amid
global price hikes due to the
Middle East war.

South Africa lowered its fuel
tax for a month to offset a global
oil price surge driven by the
Iran war, even as pump prices
rose in one of the steepest
increases on record.

Sri Lanka announced plans to
urgently set up battery storage
for solar energy and use it
during the nighttime peak
demand currently met by coal
and diesel powered generators.

The average price of gasoline

MONTHLY CRIME OBSERVER
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at US pumps has soared past $4
a gallon, the American
Automobile Association (AAA)
reported Tuesday, the highest
for nearly four years on the
back of the Iran war. Spiking
gas prices, up from less than $3
at the

represent the latest bad news

end of February,
for President Donald Trump
after he ordered strikes on Iran
in a war that has threatened to
drag down the global economy.
The average price was $4.018

per
morning, the AAA data said on

gallon as of Tuesday
its website. The last time prices
were above $4 was in August
2022,

Energy

according to the US
Information

~ = Administration.

Malaysian tankers permitted

_to pass through the Strait of

' Hormuz will be exempt from

paying any prospective tolls
imposed by Iran, Transport
Minister Anthony Loke said on
Tuesday. Dubai-based carrier
Emirates said Iranian nationals
aren’'t allowed to enter and
transit through the Gulf state,
Wall Street Journal reported. It
added third US aircraft carrier,

. USS George H.W. Bush, has
- deployed to Middle East. Italy

last week denied permission for
US military aircraft to land at
the Sigonella air base in Sicily
before heading to the Middle
East, sources said. According to
the Corriere della Sera daily,
which first reported the news,
“some U.S. bombers” had been
due to land at the base in
eastern Sicily before flying on to
the Middle East. Italy’s Defence
Minister Guido Crosetto later
denied rift with
Washington or any change in
policy.

Meanwhile, Spain defended

any

its decision to fully close its
airspace to US planes involved
in attacks on Iran. Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez has
been among the most vocal
critics of the US and Israeli
strikes and Defence Minister
Margarita Robles said Spain
will only allow for the use of its
bases for the collective defence
of Nato allies.

Two-thirds of Americans
believe that the US should work
to end its involvement in the
Iran war quickly, even if that
means not achieving the goals
by the
administration, a Reuters/Ipsos

set out Trump

poll found.

Some 66 per cent of
respondents to the poll,>
conducted Friday through .

Sunday, voiced that view, while
27 per cent said the U.S.

should work to achieve all its
goals in Iran, even if the conflict
goes on for an extended period.

Six percent did not answer the/’

question.
Among Trump’s
Republicans, 40 per cent

supported ending the conflict

quickly even if it did not ™
achieve U.S. goals, while 57 per /
cent supported a longer
involvement.

A total of 60 per cent of
they

disapproved of U.S. military

respondents said
strikes on Iran, while 35 per
cent approved in the survey of
1,021 people.

Two in three respondents
said they expected gas prices to
worsen over the next vyear,
including 40 per cent of
Republicans.

More than half of
respondents  thought  the
conflict will have a mostly
their

situation,

negative impact on

personal financial
including 39 per cent of

Republicans surveyed.

MONTHLY CRIME OBSERVER
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US President Donald
Trump’s

expletive-laden
social media outburst on

. Easter Sunday -
z * threatening Iran to reopen
the Strait of Hormuz or

» “you’ll be living in hell” -
can only be seen one way:

a revealing moment of

-, frustration. For a leader
" who prides himself on
projecting dominance, the
tone and substance of the
message  betray  an
. administration grappling
.~ with a conflict that has

N

'\\_' spiralled well beyond its

president’s post brazenly
flirted with the language
of further war crimes,
even

as  Washington

appears trapped in a cycle

of misadventure after
misadventure, each
yielding diminishing
returns. Even more

troubling and downright
offensive was Trump’s
decision to sign off with an

Islamic phrase in a tone

that implied little in
reverence. Such conduct
hardly advances

diplomacy. The backlash
within the US itself has
been  telling. Some
lawmakers have gone so
far as to suggest invoking
the 25th Amendment,
which

president and a majority

allows the vice

of the cabinet to declare a

president unfit to
discharge his duties.
While such a move

remains highly unlikely,
the very fact that it is
being discussed reflects

The roots of this anger: .

are not difficult to discern. *

The  assumption in
Washington that
would quickly capitulate

has proven disastrously

Iran

misplaced. Instead,
Tehran has chosen to fight
back. From downed jets to
the perilous recovery of

pilots,

have encountered a level

of resistance they clearly
did not anticipate. It is

perhaps this strategic
frustration  that  has
prompted  threats  of

expanding the war to
include attacks on civilian
infrastructure, targets that
should remain beyond the
pale in any conflict. Not
that the Americans and
Israelis have ever
bothered with such ethics
before. Thousands have
been killed in Iran: over
3000 dead, including more
than 1,600 civilians and at
244 children.

Lebanon, too, has suffered

least

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER BX .2~ .o
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heavily. Amid this grim
landscape, a slender but
significant diplomatic
opening has emerged.
Pakistan, alongside other
has stepped
to broker

reportedly

presenting both Tehran

states,
forward a

ceasefire,

“jand Washington with a

framework aimed at
halting hostilities. Under
the proposed plan -
tentatively dubbed the
Islamabad Accord - an
immediate ceasefire
would be followed by a

broader settlement within

- =15 to 20 days, including
the reopening of the Strait

~of Hormuz and a regional

' framework to ensure its

g

That senior

stability.
figures, including
chief,
have been in continuous
contact with key
stakeholders such as US
Vice President JD Vance
and Iran’s Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi,

signals both the urgency

Pakistan’s army

and the seriousness of military targeting,

these efforts. If successful,

such an initiative could path forward is clear, even

avert a long-term if politically inconvenient:

geopolitical disaster de-escalation, negotiation

whose repercussions and a recognition that

would extend far beyond military coercion has
theregion.
this

its

But diplomacy can only For  Washington,

succeed if the principal means reassessing

actors are willing to step

back from the brink. That
requires

approach and restraining

not only a prolong conflict

cessation of hostilities but than resolve it. For the
international

it

also a shift in rhetoric and broader
Continued
whether

inflammatory

intent. community,

the
moment to push for a

means

escalation, seizing present

through

statements or expanded sustainablepeace.
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