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









 352 












Streets empty and shops close as US strikes confirm Iranian fears

Thousands stranded as Iran conflict shuts Mideast hubs

US bypasses congressional review to approve munitions sale to Israel

Vietnam AI law takes effect, first in Southeast Asia

Why have 1,000 ships at times lost their GPS in the Mideast?

World warns against Mideast war as US-Iran conflict flares

Iran threatens US firms after Kharg attack as Trump says

Unbowed Iranians pour back onto streets as US sends more Marines

Editorial
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
































 2877 



























 1955 






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
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
















 4777 





























 1212 









 4843 















 2629 








 1914 






731 









 2363 




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



 2320 









 1955








































18 




 











 





































'' 


225 













 


 








 1










89 






 2











 3











 4











































 1 
 2 

 4  3









 




 




























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










 47 

























 1979  4




































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
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


 375 
 10 













 1979  2 

















































 












 55




















 40










 35 





 223 





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 



























































 47 
















 1978  18





 1772 


11 

 1974 



5 

 1977 
 3 

 1977  70







323 







 

 1978 16 
 

 5 








 3 
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









 1979  6 




24 

 1979 






 3 





 


 3 
 15  11 







 11 




2 








 323

 3 






















 12  6

 7 
 
 










 24 













 7  7 





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 5  7 





8 
 15 


 25  11 










 50  11 


 3 










 10 











 4 










 250 










 4  2  Finish it 


















 3 










 

















 30 










 '' 
 '' 














 279 
 24 

 




 


 201 

 747 


 85 


 15 


 































 




 


















 500  200





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



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



 '' 
 '' 


















 











 


 












 





''  '' 











 18 







































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







 535  352

 26 

 130

 171 



















 353 
 535 

 37 
171 




 






















 352 







 1210 














 1210 


























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


















 2 
 80 


 



























 


 




















 46 


 415 

 580

 185  182 
 31 










 








 185 


 182  415 
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


















 2026 


 9.5 
 2026 

 2025  34.86

41  24.664 


 225.653 
 182.605 

 24 










252024 
 306.6 


 284.4 

 237 
 29.5 
 2025 

 40.5 
 15 


 9.52026 











 
























 


 











 













481 
 35 


 226 


 









 




 







 9 



 9




 650 
 10 






 9



 650

 80 














 


























 






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 10  3 






 9 
 10  3 




 500 
 3400  7


 3 

 9 

 






 3500

 




 34 




200 



 2 

 174 
 125 


 3  

 3 



 9 










 8 





 20,200 







 3 



 3 






 

 






 200150 







 

 40 35
  4  






 31  9 



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



 






 















 28 




































 





























 87 
 32 

140 


 86 
 20 


 50 

 200 
 




 
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










 '' 
























 





 ''  '' 
 '' 


 '' 


 ''

 '' 





 '' 
 '' 
 ''  ''





 '' 

 ''  ''  '' 



 ''

 ''

 '' 
 ''  '' 







 ''  '' 


 '' 



 ''  '' 



 ''  '' 

 ''  ''











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










 89 







 4 





























 3 







 66 


 8 























 







 


 4 


 




















 19COVID







 4 
 2.2 

 2.5  1.4 











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




















 











 ''  ''


















 NATO


 ''  '' 
  













 ''  





 '' 
 '' 


 32 


 
 '' 




 


 ''  '' '' 
 '' 












 78 















 



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 3  9 












 40 

 7 


 3  9 



 


 40 


 11 
 51 

 1  3 




 153 
 44 




 


 




 9 

 















 

 48








 






































 




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









 







 37  



 


















 43 
 








 50




 50 
























 84



































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


 


 

 




 

 



 
 













 
















Minimum Training 
 Standard

 








 






 


























 


 













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




 3 






 6 


 6









 154  52
 

 




 555 
 







 7

 29






















 68 
















 23 











 80 


 411  5  133 

















 









 3 



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

















 4 








 1700

 52  787 

























 5000 



















 6








 230 


 9 


 3 


 500  

















 
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









 45 
 72 

 80 






 160




 




















''  '' 



 '' 


 '' 

 


















 






 2 



























5 
 2023 




 3 

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 55 



 55 
 55 

 321 
 86  335  17
























 
























 





 








 55 





















 97  20

 37  105 



 40  84 



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













 














 '' 
 '' 





 


 '' 




 









 '' 

 '' 


 





''  '' 


















 




 







 ''  '' 






 

 

 


 





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 





 ''  '' 



 




 '' 

 '' 
 






 28 
 15 








100 
 110

 340






 142  5G 




 142  507
 597 

 480













































 2  700 
 2600  5  2300

 28  3500  19 
 480  22


 190 

 2600  50  3500

700  50  2300  70

 180  20 
2600  120  3500 
110  60 
50  3500 

 60  2600 
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













































 5 




































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
















 15 







 12 


 15 
 1444 








 

















 33   9 














 90





 
















 





 90



 90 

 

 ''  '' 


 '' 





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
 '' 











 











 ''  '' 




33   9 














 12 













 15   294  1,600


40 








 448  9
 2600  15

2026 
 9 
 5  448

387  4  61

 15 
 41 


 8 

 600  2

 535  6  313 


 5  872

 976

 44.06 
 5.30 
 110.76 

 85.77 
 74.35 

 2025 
 397  10

 13  2026

 43 
1  2881 
344  6  172 




 448  9  2 
 2600  15
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




















 2 



























































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












 200 
 8 




 ''  '' 
 58 




 























 80  99 










 30 


 









 
 











 2




 24 
 

 200 






 






 ''  '' 
 




 10 


 




 6 

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
























 










 7 








 








 663 





 15 
















 




 9 








 2 




 





 9



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






 188 

 188  435





 5
 435 


 2 

435  3 
 630 

31 

 188 

 188 





 51










 























2  26 


 5
 

 16 
 





 




 5  10 

 15 


 2 



 



 





 



















 



















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




















 8 

 







 

 





 



 





 




 ''  ''



 


 















 120  25
 7  





 ''  ''






 












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 2  4  14 


 


 14 






 50 
 60 


 25 

 20


 20






 50 





























































 









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




 16  10

 630 







 4 









23 
 20 


 


 















 


 40





 200






 ''  ''

 ''  ''




 16 














 10 













 














42














 41 


 1332 
217 



 




 300 
 170 















 '' 
 ''  24 




 













State owned 




 enterprises 


 305








 23 







 50 
 60

 3rd party audit 










 20







 2 

 










20 




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 2 








 2 





 







 20  22 


 16 





 2 





 6494KHA





 16 



 361TMG 
 045TAF 
























 '' 
 '' 




 ''











 ''  ''  ''




 '' 









44





45





46





47



ISLAMABAD: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) Federal Minister
for National Food Security and
Research Rana Tanveer Hussain
said that developing a
competitive and inclusive value
chain for pulses is critical for
ensuring food security,
improving nutrition, and
reducing Pakistan’s reliance on
imports, adding that even a 30
per cent improvement in the
sector could significantly cut
the country’s pulses import bill.

He was speaking as the chief
guest at a briefing session titled
“Developing Competitive and

Inclusive Value Chains of
Pulses in Pakistan,” organised
by the Sustainable
Development Policy Institute

(SDPI) on Thursday. The project
is funded by the Australian
Centre for International
Agricultural Research (ACIAR)
and led by The University of
Queensland.

Pulses are among the
cheapest sources of protein and
an important crop for
sustainable agriculture, the
minister said, adding that
strengthening the sector would
directly benefit farmers and
help ensure national food
security. He said: “Pakistan
currently produces around 0.7
to 0.8 million tonnes of pulses
annually against a national
requirement of about 1.6
million tonnes, which shows a
major production gap that
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forces the country to rely on
imports.”

Rana Tanveer stressed that
promoting public–private
partnerships, local seed
production and value addition
would help strengthen the
pulses sector and support small
farmers. Improved market
intelligence, crop preservation
facilities and national quality
standards are essential to attract
investment and build a robust
value chain, he added. The
government is focusing on
strengthening agricultural
research, extension services and
climate-resilient seed varieties
to improve productivity, the
minister said, adding that
Pakistan currently invests only
0.16 per cent of its GDP in
agricultural research, compared
with around 4.0 per cent by
countries such as Korea.

The minister said climate
change had emerged as a major
challenge for Pakistan’s
agriculture sector, leading to
declining yields in key crops
such as rice and wheat. To
address post-harvest losses, he
said the government was
working on introducing
modern Chinese harvesting

machinery, which could
significantly reduce crop
wastage.

Referring to global
developments, he said tensions
in the Gulf and Middle East had
already increased freight rates
and risk insurance costs by five
to ten times, which could
impact agricultural trade and
input prices. However, he
assured that the government
had ensured stable fertiliser
prices and adequate domestic
production to meet farmers’
needs during the upcoming
Kharif season.

Australian High
Commissioner Timothy Kane
said agriculture was an
important pillar of cooperation
between Pakistan and
Australia, noting that the
ACIAR had been working in
Pakistan for more than two
decades. He added that the
ACIAR project on pulses
focuses on the entire value
chain — from farm production
to processing and markets —
while also promoting the
participation of women and
youth in the agricultural value
chain. Dr Munawar Raza
Kazmi, the ACIAR Country

Director, emphasised the need
to improve seed quality and
shift pulse cultivation from
marginal lands to more suitable
arid regions. He said the
organisation was also
supporting water management
initiatives and building
leadership capacity among
women researchers in the
agriculture sector.

Dr Rajendra Adhikari from
The University of Queensland
said policy incentives and
market reforms were needed to
encourage farmers and private
sector stakeholders to invest in
pulse production and value
chains.

Earlier, Dr Abid Qaiyum
Suleri, Executive Director of
SDPI, said the Economic Survey
of Pakistan reported a 16.1 per
cent decline in Mash pulse
production, while poor
post-harvest handling results in
around 25 per cent losses. He
said research and policy
reforms were needed to
improve seed varieties, reduce
losses and strengthen the value
chain. He further said that SDPI
was working with partners,
including the ACIAR, to build a
strong policy case for pulses.
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BEIJING: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
China warned the United States
on Wednesday that the
excessive use of artificial
intelligence in its military could
plunge the world into a
“Terminator”-like dystopian
future.

US President Donald
Trump´s administration has
sought the unconditional use of
AI startups in the military.

The Pentagon has confirmed
Elon Musk´s Grok system is
cleared for use in a classified
setting, and blacklisted
Anthropic after it refused to
allow its Claude AI model to be
used for mass surveillance and
autonomous lethal warfare.

“Such choices as the
unrestricted application of AI
by the military, using AI as a
tool to violate the sovereignty

of other nations, allowing AI to
excessively affect war decisions,
and giving algorithms the
power to determine life and
death, not only erode ethical

restraints and accountability in
wars, but also risk technological
runaway,” a spokesman for
China´s defence ministry, Jiang
Bin, said on Wednesday.

“A dystopia depicted in the
American film ́ The Terminator´
could one day come true,” he

said.
“The Terminator”, released in

1984 and starring Arnold
Schwarzenegger, depicts an
apocalyptic future in which
AI-controlled robots fight
humans.

The Pentagon´s row with
Anthropic erupted days before
the US military strike on Iran.

Claude is the Pentagon´s
most widely deployed frontier
AI model and the only such
model currently operating on
the Defence Department´s
classified systems.

Anthropic infuriated
Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth by
insisting its technology should
not be used for mass
surveillance or fully
autonomous weapons systems.

Trump subsequently ordered
every federal agency to cease
all use of Anthropic´s
technology.Hours later,
Hegseth designated Anthropic
a “Supply-Chain Risk to
National Security” and ordered
that no military contractor,
supplier or partner “may
conduct any commercial
activity with Anthropic”, while
allowing a six-month transition
period for the Pentagon itself.
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TOKYO: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
Japan will deploy a batch of
long-range, counter-strike
missiles in a southwest region
near China by the end of March,
officials said on Monday.

The Ground Self-Defense
Force plans to position its Type
12 surface-to-ship missiles, with
a reported range of 1,000-kms,
in Kumamoto, Kyushu region,
Chief Cabinet Secretary Minoru
Kihara told a regular briefing.

“I have been told that once
the necessary preparation has
been made, the ministry of
defence will brief local
residents” about the move, said
the top government spokesman.
Japan is attempting to shore up
its military capacity as China
increases its naval activities in
the East China Sea.

It wants to hold its

“counter-strike” capacity and
use the missiles to hit enemy
bases if Japan comes under
direct attack. Japan´s ties with
Beijing quickly soured after
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
hinted in November that Tokyo
could intervene militarily in
any attack on self-ruled Taiwan.
China views Taiwan as its
territory and has not ruled out
taking it by force. Since
Takaichi´s remark, Beijing has
imposed economic pressure on
Tokyo and discouraged
Chinese nationals from visiting
Japan.

Local media said Japan´s
ground force delivered a
launcher for the missiles to
Kumamoto overnight without
an advance notice to local
communities, prompting
dozens of opponents to stage a
protest in front of a local

military base.
Critics of the move say the

missiles´ deployment could
make the area a target of
possible enemy
attacks.Tensions have escalated
further since Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi’s comment soon
after taking office that any
Chinese military action against
Taiwan could be grounds for a
Japanese military response.

Takaichi has pledged to
revise security and defence
policy by the end of the year
and seeks to further bolster
Japan’s military with unmanned
combative weapons and
long-range missiles. Her
government is also set to scrap
restrictions on lethal arms
exports in the coming weeks to
promote the development of
Japan’s defense industry and
cooperation with friendly
nations, based on a proposal
recently submitted by her party
and its governing coalition
partner. Opponents have
complained about the lack of
transparency and said the
deployment would instead
escalate tension and make the
missiles the target of attacks.


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LONDON: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
There was widespread and
systemic anti-Muslim bias
across British media in 2025,
with a cluster of right-wing
outlets responsible for the most
severe and persistent harmful
coverage, a new report from the
Centre for Media Monitoring
(CfMM) shows.

Analysing 40,913 articles
published across 30 major news
outlets, The State of British
Media 2025: Reporting on
Muslims and Islam, is the
largest of its kind in the UK –
unveiled at a media event in the
House of Commons on Monday
night. The speakers panel
included Faisal Hanif, CfMM
Media Analyst, Dominic
Ponsford, Press Gazette, Kevin
Maguire, The Mirror, Zahera
Harb, Press Recognition Panel,
and Professor Tahir Abbas,
Aston University.

It finds that biased portrayals

of Muslims and Islam are not
isolated incidents but structural
patterns embedded in
significant sections of British
journalism.

“As the largest study of its
kind ever conducted in the UK,
this report presents deeply
concerning evidence of
structural bias in how Muslims
are portrayed in the UK press,”
Rizwana Hamid, director of
CfMM told Geo News.

The study found that nearly
50 per cent of all articles
published about Muslims in the
UK (approx. 20,000 pieces)
contained varying degrees of
bias. With nearly half of all UK
media articles about Muslims
demonstrating measurable bias
in 2025, audiences are routinely
denied balanced and accurate
information on matters of
significant social importance.
Extensive research has shown
correlations between negative
portrayals of Muslims and

rising hate crime and support
for restrictive policies.

Across all 40,913 articles
analysed, 70 per cent contain
information that associate
Muslims and/or Islam with
negative aspects or behaviours.
Although negative stories about
Muslim and Islam are not
inherently biased, this high
figure of 70 per cent suggests a
widespread bias against the
Muslim community. The UK
media is churning out negative
portrayals of Muslims through
the lens of conflict, threat, and
controversy.

A distinct cluster of
right-wing outlets consistently
produced the most biased
coverage of Muslims. The most
harmful reporting was
concentrated among a group of
right-wing publications: The
Spectator, GB News, The
Telegraph, Jewish Chronicle,
Daily Express, The Sun, Daily
Mail and The Times.
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MIAMI: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)US
President Donald Trump
welcomed Latin American
leaders to Florida on Saturday
to launch a new coalition

against drug cartels, even as he
struck a dismissive tone toward
the region, telling officials their
countries had allowed gangs to
seize territory and joking that
he had no time to learn their

languages.
Trump framed the effort as an

aggressive campaign to
confront drug cartels, citing
them as a primary reason for
ramping up U.S. involvement in
Latin America, including a
pressure campaign against
Venezuela that culminated in
the January capture of President
Nicolas Maduro. At one point,
Trump suggested the United
States could use missiles
against cartel leaders if partners
requested it.

He also singled out Mexico
as the center of cartel activity
and predicted major political
change in Cuba, saying the
country was “very much at the
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end of the line” and repeating
previous statements that Cuban
officials are negotiating with
him and Secretary of State
Marco Rubio.

At least a dozen leaders from
Central America, South America
and the Caribbean joined the
“Shield of the Americas”
summit, where Trump signed a
proclamation launching the
coalition.

“Leaders in this region have
allowed large swaths of
territory in the Western
Hemisphere to come under the
direct control of transnational
gangs, and they’ve run areas of
your country,” Trump said.
“We’re not gonna let that
happen.”

In an opening speech that ran
more than 30 minutes, Trump
also touched on topics far
beyond drug cartels, including
Iran, Ukraine, Pakistan and
India, political endorsements,
former president Jimmy Carter,
Dominican sugar, building
battleships, Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent’s “soothing”
personality, Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum’s “beautiful
voice,” and the importance of
interpreters.

Trump joked about language
differences between himself
and the mostly
Spanish-speaking group of
leaders. “I’m not learning your
damn language,” he said. “I
don’t have time.”

Rubio, a son of Cuban
immigrants, later delivered
brief remarks in English and
Spanish, while Secretary of
Defense Pete Hegseth echoed
Trump’s stance.

“I only speak American,”
Hegseth joked.

Trump also joked about
Kamla Persad-Bissessar, the
prime minister of Trinidad and
Tobago, saying that her name
looked similar to that of former
U.S. Vice President Kamala
Harris.

Trump has pushed to build a
coalition of regional partners
around a more forceful
approach to combating drug
cartels and organized crime.
Saturday’s event also gave him
an opportunity to project
strength closer to home as the
war with Iran escalates and
threatens to push up global oil
and gas prices.

Earlier in the day, Trump
said Iran would be “hit very

hard” on Saturday and that he
was considering widening the
areas and groups of people
targeted, without providing
details

RIGHT-WING ALLIES
ATTEND SUMMIT

Among those who attended
the summit were Argentine
President Javier Milei, Chile’s
President-elect Jose Antonio
Kast and Salvadoran President
Nayib Bukele, whose gang
crackdown, criticized by human
rights groups, has become a
model for parts of Latin
America’s right.

Politicians from across the
region have toured Bukele’s
sprawling “mega-prison”,
where the United States last
year deported more than 200
Venezuelans without trial.

Also in attendance was
Honduran President Nasry
Asfura, who narrowly won a
disputed election with Trump’s
backing, and Ecuador’s
President Daniel Noboa, who
has echoed parts of Trump’s
economic agenda and recently
announced joint operations
with the U.S. in a military
crackdown on drug trafficking.


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PARIS, France: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) President
Emmanuel Macron said on
Monday that France will
expand its atomic arsenal and
could deploy nuclear-armed
aircraft to allied countries for
the first time, as he unveiled a
plan to bolster security on the
continent.

Speaking from the Ile Longue
nuclear submarine base as the
clock ticks on his presidency,
Macron announced that eight
European countries including
Germany, Poland, Sweden and
Britain had agreed to
participate in what he called a
“forward” nuclear deterrence
scheme.

In a joint statement following

Macron´s speech, France and
Germany said they had set up a

“nuclear steering group”,
saying such an arrangement
would “add to, not substitute
for, Nato´s nuclear deterrence”.

“We are currently
experiencing a period of
geopolitical upheaval fraught
with risks,” Macron said,
speaking after the launch of US
and Israeli attacks against Iran
in a campaign that risks
destabilising the Middle East.

“We must strengthen our
nuclear deterrent in the face of
multiple threats, and we must
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consider our deterrence
strategy deep within the
European continent, with full
respect for our sovereignty.”

Macron said eight European
countries had agreed to join his
plan to use France´s nuclear
stockpile to bolster security on
the continent. The countries --
including the Netherlands,
Belgium, Greece and Denmark
-- will be able to temporarily
host French “strategic air
forces”, which will be able to
“spread out across the
European continent” to
“complicate the calculations of
our adversaries”, he said. The
scheme could also involve “the
conventional participation of
allied forces in our nuclear
activities”, such as recent
military exercises in which
British forces have been
involved, Macron added.

He stressed that France
would maintain tight control

over nuclear decision-making.
In the joint statement, France
and Germany said they had
agreed to take “first concrete

steps beginning this year”,
including German conventional
participation in French nuclear
exercises.

Macron updated France´s
nuclear doctrine as Russia´s

war against Ukraine grinds into
a fifth year and Nato allies
worry about Washington´s
wavering commitment to
Europe. Reassurances from US
officials that the American
deterrent would continue to
cover Europe under the Nato
alliance have done little to quell
European fears of fickleness
under US President Donald
Trump.

Macron stressed the new
effort would be “in addition to
Nato´s nuclear mission”. “The
forward deterrence we are
proposing is a separate effort,
which has its own value and is
fully complementary to Nato´s,
both strategically and
technically,” he said.

He also said he ordered an
increase in the number of
nuclear warheads, but added
France would no longer be
disclosing any details on its
stockpile. Macron listed the
measures as France´s allies fret
that a possible win by the
eurosceptic far-right National
Rally party of Marine Le Pen in
next year´s presidential election
could undermine European
cooperation.


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KATHMANDU: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) Nepal set up
polling centres on Wednesday
for one of its most hotly
contested elections since the
end of civil war in 2006, six
months after deadly
anti-corruption protests
toppled the government.

The Himalayan republic will
elect a new parliament on
Thursday, replacing the interim
government that has led the
country of 30 million people
since the September 2025
uprising in which at least 77
people were killed.

In the heart of the capital, at
Kathmandu´s Durbar Square --
a UN World Heritage site of
pagoda temples and medieval

splendour -- election officials
erected polling booths set to
open soon after dawn on
Thursday.

Helicopters have flown voter
materials to snowbound
mountain regions across Nepal,
home to eight of the world´s 10

highest peaks, including Mount
Everest.

“All activities are complete,”
Chief Election Commissioner
Ram Prasad Bhandari told
reporters on Wednesday.

“All the necessary ballot
papers, boxes and other
election materials have been
delivered.”

Sushila Karki, the interim
prime minister, has urged
people to vote “without any
fear”.

But this time, attention has
shifted to the hot farming plains
south of the capital, where all
three prime ministerial
hopefuls are contesting seats --
a departure from past elections
that focused on Kathmandu.
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That includes the usually
sleepy eastern town of Jhapa,
the site of a head-to-head
contest between two key rivals.

KP Sharma Oli, the
74-year-old Marxist leader
ousted as prime minister last
year and seeking a return to
power, is being challenged in
his home constituency by
former Kathmandu mayor
Balendra Shah, a 35-year-old
rapper-turned-politician.

Shah, from the centrist
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP),
has cast himself as a symbol of
youth-driven political change,
encouraging voters to “ring the
bell” of change, in reference to
the party symbol.

While nearly 19 million
voters are registered
nationwide, the Jhapa-5
constituency -- with around
163,000 voters -- will determine
whether Oli secures his seat or
whether Shah enters parliament.

“This is a high-risk area -- the
competition is between the
popular candidates,” said Jhapa
chief election officer Bidur
Kumar Karki, saying police and
soldiers have been deployed.

“We feel that this place is
secure and there has been no

incident... I would request all
voters to actively participate.”

Also in the race as aspiring
prime minister is Gagan Thapa,
49, the new head of the
country´s oldest party, Nepali
Congress, who has told AFP he
wanted to end the “old age”
club of revolving veteran
leaders.

Thapa is running in the
Sarlahi constituency, a mainly
farming district bordering
India.

More than half of Nepal´s
population lives in the rural
plains of the southern Madhesh
districts in the lush “Terai”
grasslands fed by Himalayan
snowmelt.

The election has seen a wave
of younger candidates
promising to tackle Nepal´s
woeful economy, challenging
veteran politicians who have
dominated for two decades and
argue that their experience
guarantees stability and
security.

It has also seen a shift by key
candidates wanting to show
their national leadership
potential by running in seats
outside the capital.

“Lasting peace is possible

only through national unity,
and for that, a sense of
ownership in the southern belt
is vital,” Indra Adhikari, a
writer on politics and security
affairs, told AFP.

The key figures -- Oli, Shah
and Thapa -- will all still vote in
the capital, with voting to open
on Thursday at 7:00 am (0115
GMT), and close at 5:00 pm.

Voters will elect 275
members of the House of
Representatives, the lower
chamber of parliament -- 165
directly, with a further 110
chosen via a party-list
proportional representation.

Analysts say the vote is
unlikely to deliver an outright
majority for any single party.

It could take several days for
full results -- and longer if
negotiations for a coalition
government prove tricky.

Chhabilal Koirala, 61, a
farmer in Jhapa, sought to
temper expectations.

“The young show some hope,
yes,” he told AFP.”But when
they win and rise to power, my
worry is they will be the same
as the old ones -- they won´t do
anything.”


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FOLKESTONE, United
Kingdom: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
The son of a British couple
jailed in Iran says explosions
near the Tehran prison where
they are being held have left
him fearing they could be killed
in the war.

Joe Bennett, 31, has been
campaigning full-time for the
release of his mother Lindsay
Foreman and her husband
Craig Foreman, both 53, since
they were detained during a
round-the-world motorbike trip
at the start of 2025.

The couple were sentenced
last month to 10 years in prison
on espionage charges that they
deny.

For a family that had already
endured more than a year of
uncertainty and anguish,
hearing that Israel and the

United States had launched
strikes on Iran was “a crushing
feeling”, Bennett said.

He had watched the US
military build-up in the region
in recent weeks with growing
dread.

One of his worst fears -- that
his parents could be caught in
the middle of a war -- had
suddenly become reality.

“There was a bomb that went
off on Saturday close enough to
the prison that it blew some of
the windows out,” he told AFP
from near his home in
Folkestone, southeast England.

“You’re almost anticipating
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and wondering if the next one
going to be a direct hit,” he
said.

“They have nowhere to run
to. They are stuck.”

For Bennett and his family,
sporadic phone conversations
with the couple have become a
crucial lifeline. “These calls at
the moment are a huge relief for
us in the family because it’s
honestly... proof of life,” he
said.
- ‘Reassurance without detail’ -

One of the most frightening
moments came when Bennett
was speaking to his mother just
after the war began.

There were explosions, mass
panic at the prison and then the
line suddenly went dead.

“I have never felt so broken,
hopeless and dead,” he said.

“I couldn’t feel my body,
literally couldn’t feel my body,
couldn’t move, wanted to stand,
couldn’t stand -- like life had
left my soul.”

For three hours he did not
know whether his parents had
survived.

“They were the longest three
hours I’ve had.”

The conflict has also thrown
their legal case into uncertainty,

complicating efforts to appeal
against the sentence.

Internet blackouts have also
made it impossible to file
through official channels.
Bennett voiced frustration with
the British authorities, saying
officials had offered what he
described as “reassurance
without detail” and had not
given his parents a clear
contingency plan if the conflict

escalates.
“I feel let down by my

government,” he said.
“Inaction is worse than

action.”
- ‘Focused on survival’ -
When asked for comment, a

Foreign Office spokesperson
said the government considered
the Foreman’s sentences
“completely appalling and
totally unjustifiable”.

They said the government

would “continue to pursue this
case relentlessly” until the
couple were safely returned to
the UK.

Beyond the immediate
physical danger, Bennett said
life inside Evin prison had
become increasingly difficult.
The prison shop has not been
restocked for over a week,
Bennett has learned, leaving
inmates uncertain how long
food and essentials will last.

Speaking after a phone call
with his mother during the
interview, Bennett said she had
shifted from panic into what she
described as “fight mode” --
focused on survival, day by
day.

Foreman, a doctor, has begun
helping to calm other inmates,
coaching them to breathe and
stay focused on getting
through.

Asked what the past week
had been like, Bennett paused.

“It’s been rough. I’ll be
honest. It’s been rough,” he
said. “It comes in waves.”

Some mornings, he said, he
wakes up and for a few seconds
forgets. Then he looks at his
phone. “It’s an instant
reminder.”
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TEHRAN: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
For weeks, Iranians had been
nervously anticipating another
attack by the United States and
Israel, despite Tehran and
Washington holding

negotiations aimed at averting a
violent showdown.

Nevertheless, on Saturday
morning just before the strikes,
life in Tehran was moving at its
usual pace, taxis and buses
were inching through

mid-morning traffic and people
were running errands.

Then the routine was
shattered by a series of
detonations. Security forces
flooded the streets and dark
columns of smoke rose near the
home of Iran’s supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

“I am hearing explosions and
fighter jets overhead,” one
resident of central Tehran said
at around 9:45 am local time,
before communications and
internet access were cut.

Within minutes of the attack,
traffic-choked streets slowed
and long queues formed
outside bakeries and gas
stations. Police and security
forces were out in numbers.
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Saturday is usually the start
of Iran’s working week, but
many shops pulled down their
shutters and few pedestrians
risked going out, an AFP
journalist saw.

From outside the capital,
reports came in that targets had
been hit in almost two thirds of
Iran’s provinces.

Loud screams could be heard
in the background of media
footage of the soot-covered
debris from a school building
hit in the southern province of
Hormozgan.

As distraught people
gathered at the site, the
reported death toll rose to reach
at least 51 students.

With US President Donald
Trump urging Iranians to rise
up against their leaders,
rumours swirled over the status
of Iran’s senior military and
political figures.

But state media was quick to
insist that President Masoud
Pezeshkian and Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi and
“all the commanders” of Iran’s
army were in good health.

One small demonstration
took to the streets, covered by
state media, with around 300

pro-government marchers
convening on Tehran’s
Palestine square.

Beyond Tehran, explosions
were reported in Kermanshah
in the west, Isfahan in the centre
and as far as Zahedan in the
southeast.

In response, the
Revolutionary Guards
announced missile and drone
strikes on Israel as well as on
the US Fifth Fleet base in
Bahrain.

Explosions were also
reported over cities across the
region, including in the United
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Kuwait, Iraq and Jordan.

Within Iran, the country’s top
security body, the Supreme
National Security Council, said
contingency plans were being
activated.

Schools were ordered
closed until further notice,
while banks were to remain
open and government offices
would operate at half
capacity. Local media quoted
officials as saying that food
and fuel supplies were
covered and that subway and
bus services would continue
operating as usual.

Saturday’s attack came as
Tehran and Washington were
engaged in negotiations aimed
at reaching a deal.

The strikes recalled the
12-day war in June, when Israel
launched attacks just days
before a planned sixth round of
talks between Tehran and
Washington.

Iranian authorities have
anticipated the possibility of
renewed conflict since last
June’s war, which officials said
aimed to bring down the
Islamic republic.

For many ordinary Iranians,
tension had already been high
following mass protests in late
December triggered by
economic hardship that left
thousands dead.

Ahead of the strikes, social
media users -- particularly on
Instagram -- on Friday shared
safety advice on what to do in
the event of explosions or air
strikes.

Following the attacks, the
military’s Khatam al-Anbiya
Central Headquarters said
operations “will continue
without pause until the
enemy’s definitive defeat”.


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DUBAI: (Crime Observer Staff
Reporter + Media Desk) The
biggest disruption to global air
transport since the Covid
pandemic snarled travel for a
second day on Sunday, with
thousands of flights affected
and busy Gulf hubs including
Dubai and Doha shuttered as
Iran lashed out after US-Israeli
strikes.

Passengers were stranded
around the world as airlines
sought to reroute around the
Middle East, where most
countries had slammed their
airspace shut as Iran launched
retaliatory strikes on the
glittering Gulf cities.

Tehran hit both the Dubai
International Airport -- the
world´s busiest for international

traffic -- and Kuwait´s main
airport during its retaliation
one day earlier.

Iran, Iraq, Israel, Syria,
Kuwait, Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates had all
announced at least partial
closures of their skies.

“There haven´t been any
other crises of this magnitude

since Covid,” Didier
Brechemier, an expert at
business consultancy Roland
Berger, told AFP.

Even Russia´s invasion of
Ukraine did not affect the major
air hubs of the Middle East
through which travellers to
destinations in much of Asia
almost always transit, he said.

Aviation analytics firm
Cirium said more than 1,500
flights to the Middle East were
cancelled Sunday, more than 40
percent of scheduled traffic.

Flight tracking website
FlightAware said more than
2,700 flights had been cancelled
globally and more than 12,300
delayed as of 1720 GMT
Sunday.

The costs are “already
amounting to hundreds of
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millions of euros in losses for
air transport,” Didier Arino,
CEO of the consulting firm
Protourisme, said.

For some passengers, the
flight disruptions went far
beyond the annoyance of being
stranded.

Italian rapper BigMama said
she had been on a flight from
Male in the Maldives which
was re-routed to a spot in the
desert near Dubai -- one of the
cities targeted by Iran in its
wave of retaliatory strikes.

“We keep hearing missiles
over our heads. I´m terrified,”
the artist posted in a tearful
video on Instagram Saturday.

“We didn´t sleep a wink all
night,” she wrote in a new
message Sunday. “We still have
no news. We just want to go
home.”

Others were in more
philosophical spirits.

“I have got work tomorrow
so, if my manager is watching:
Johnny, I will be back later this
week, hopefully,” a traveller
stuck at Johannesburg´s main
international airport told local
SABC News after his Emirates
flight to London was cancelled.

“I tried .. to book a ticket back

with a different provider and
the prices are going up every 10
minutes, 20 minutes,” he said.

“I don´t know where I am
sleeping tonight,” one
passenger in Cape Town
identified only as Farhad, who
was trying to return to Germany
after a holiday, told the
Newzroom Afrika broadcaster.

“The whole world is
connecting, and something that
happened 10,000 kilometres
away is also in Cape Town or
Germany or wherever,” he said.

Countries including France
and Thailand have said they are
looking at evacuating citizens
from the Middle East.

Patrice Caradec, president of
the French Association of Tour
Operators (SETO), told AFP
that the goal now is to establish
“air bridges” via alternative
hubs like Istanbul.

Arino said Tehran´s attacks
and the impact on air travel
dealt a blow to the “soft power”
of the Gulf monarchies.

“What they sell is the security
of property and people,” he
told AFP.

“Dubai was often talked
about a bit like Switzerland, so
this inevitably tarnishes that

image.”
Explosions rocked Dubai´s

Palm Jumeirah man-made
island and drone debris caused
a fire at the Burj Al Arab
ultra-luxury hotel as waves of
Iranian missiles targeted the
UAE among others on Saturday.

Claudine Schwartz, a
49-year-old French tourist
staying at the Royal Atlantis on
The Palm, told AFP that she
heard explosions and saw
plumes of smoke Saturday.

“We were playing night golf
and rushed back to the hotel. I
saw a fireball coming towards
us and at the same time an alert
message on our phones telling
us to take shelter. We were put
on the lowest level of the
hotel,” she said.

On Sunday they were
“confined inside”, she said --
but, as Tehran launched new
strikes on the region, she said
that from the gym, “I could see
a large plume of black smoke
coming from what I think was a
port”.

They were registered on a
hotline for stranded passengers
run by the French foreign
ministry, she said, adding:
“We´re waiting.”
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WASHINGTON: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) President Donald
Trump’s administration has

bypassed US Congress using an
emergency authority to
expedite the sale of more than
20,000 bombs to Israel worth

around $650 million, two US
officials familiar with the sale
said.

In a late Friday statement, the
US State Department said US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
determined that an emergency
existed that required an
immediate sale to Israel and
waived the congressional
review requirements for the
sale.

The weapons package, which
included 12,000 BLU-110A/B
general purpose 1,000-pound
bomb bodies that Israel had
requested, comes a week after
the United States and Israel
began their joint air war against
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Iran, Washington’s biggest
military operation since the
2003 Iraq invasion.

The operation, which the US
said was focusing on
destroying Iran’s offensive
missiles, missile production
and navy, has brought the
region on the brink of a wider
war as Tehran retaliated with its
own attacks on Israel and
regional countries with US
bases.

“This proposed sale will
contribute to the foreign policy
and national security of the
United States,” the Department
said in its statement, adding
that the principal contractor will
be Repkon USA, located in
Texas.

On Saturday, a State
Department official provided
additional details about the
sale, saying it also included
BLU-111 500-pound general
purpose bombs which was an
amendment to a previous sale.
The official added that Israel
will purchase an extra $298
million worth of critical
munitions via direct
commercial sales.

The United Nations in a
December 2024 report said

Israeli military had likely used
these heavy weapons and
munitions in
densely-populated Gaza, where
the Israeli campaign against
Hamas militants killed tens of
thousands of civilians.

Democratic US
Representative Gregory Meeks
said Rubio’s decision to use
emergency authority to bypass
congressional review showed a
lack of preparation for the war
on Iran.

“The Trump administration
has repeatedly insisted it was
fully prepared for this war.
Rushing to invoke emergency
authority to circumvent
Congress tells a different story.
This is an emergency of the
Trump administration’s own
creation,” Meeks said in a
statement.

In the last week, US and
Israeli attacks have killed at
least 1,332 Iranian civilians and
thousands more have been
wounded, according to Iran’s
UN ambassador. Many top
Iranian leaders, including
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, have also been
killed.

The US military has said six

US service members were killed
in a strike on a Kuwait facility,
while Israel has said at least 10
civilians have been killed
across Israel so far.

Washington has maintained
strong support for Israel under
President Donald Trump and
former President Joe Biden
during the more than two years
of Israeli wars in Gaza, Lebanon
and Iran.

The Trump administration
has also previously made
military sales to Israel by
skipping congressional
reviews, as did the Biden
administration when it was in
power.

Washington’s military
support has faced scrutiny from
rights experts, particularly
during Israel’s assault on Gaza
that has killed tens of
thousands, caused a hunger
crisis, internally displaced
Gaza’s entire population, and
led to assessments of genocide
from scholars and a UN inquiry.

Israel calls its actions
self-defense after Hamas-led
militants killed 1,200 people
and took more than 250
hostages in an October 2023
attack.
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HANOI, Vietnam: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) A law regulating
artificial intelligence went into
effect in Vietnam on Sunday,
making it the first country in
Southeast Asia with a

comprehensive framework on
the booming technology.

Passed by the National
Assembly in December, the law
focuses on the risks posed by
generative AI, requiring human
oversight and control along the

lines of the European Union’s
landmark AI Act.

Many nations are moving to
address the dangers of chatbots
and image generators -- from
misinformation to online abuse
and copyright violations -- but
few have enacted legislation.

The legislation, which is in
force as of March 1, “paves the
way for Vietnam to deeply
integrate with international
standards while maintaining
digital sovereignty”, the
government said in a December
report.

It requires companies to
clearly label AI-generated
content such as deepfakes that
cannot readily be differentiated
from reality.

68

Vietnam AI law
takes effect,

first in
Southeast

Asia

INTERNATIONAL NEWS



It also requires them to
disclose to customers when
they are interacting with an
artificial rather than human
agent.

The law applies to
developers as well as providers
and deployers of the
technology, whether they are
Vietnamese organisations or
foreign entities operating in the
country.

Vietnam has set ambitious
double-digit growth targets for
the next five years, with
expansion of the digital
economy a key part of its
development strategy.

AI and the data economy are
“pillars” of a “more sustainable
and smarter new development”
model, Prime Minister Pham
Minh Chinh was quoted as
saying Wednesday on the
government’s website.

Under the law, the
government will establish a
national AI computing centre,
improved data resources and
large language models in
Vietnamese.

- ‘Not the final word’ -
So far only a handful of

countries have implemented
far-reaching regulatory

frameworks on AI.
The United States has

opposed what Vice President
JD Vance called “excessive
regulation”, warning it could
stifle innovation in the key
sector.

In January, South Korea
became the first country to have

an AI law take full effect, while
the European Union is
gradually phasing in a set of
rules that will become
completely applicable in 2027.

While Vietnam’s law is a
regulatory milestone, analysts
said its impact would depend
on how the government
enforces it and on what
guidance it issues on
implementation.

The law is “not the final

word” but rather a “decisive
starting point”, Vietnam-based
LNT & Partners law firm said in
an analysis on its website.

“It establishes responsibility,
human control, and risk
management as the governing
themes of AI regulation,” the
firm said.

However, it added, “the true
impact will depend on
implementing decrees, sectoral
regulations, and enforcement
practice”.

Patrick Keil, senior legal
adviser at law firm DFDL,
called the law “a significant
statement of national ambition”
but told AFP businesses will
continue to face some
uncertainty about their
obligations until the
government issues further
guidance.

At an AI summit hosted by
New Delhi in February, 91
countries and international
organisations called for “secure,
trustworthy and robust” AI.

But their declaration, signed
by the United States and China,
was criticised by AI safety
campaigners for being too
generic to protect the public.


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WASHINGTON, United
States: (Crime Observer Staff
Reporter + Media Desk) The
global positioning system (GPS)
capabilities of cargo ships, oil
tanaxkers and other vessels
stuck in the Middle East
because of the widening war
are likely worse than those in
your cell phone.

Experts say this deficiency

explains why since the start of
US-Israeli strikes, the jamming
of satellite navigation signals
has left about 1,000 ships in the
Gulf and the Gulf of Oman
unable to determine their
location, either momentarily or
continuously.

Dimitris Ampatzidis, a senior
risk and compliance analyst for
the energy market intelligence

firm Kpler, told AFP the
number represents about half of
the vessels in the area.

The vast majority of those
ships are located off the United
Arab Emirates and Oman.

A satellite navigation system
is made up of a constellation of
satellites that send signals with
the time to Earth, allowing the
receiver to determine its precise
location.

Modern smartphones receive
signals from four groups of
satellites: the American,
European (Galileo), Russian
(GLONASS) and Chinese
(BeiDou) Global Navigation
Satellite Systems (GNSS).

Most cell phones now use
two GPS frequency bands -- one
that is older and fainter, and a
second that is newer and
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stronger.
But “many ships only listen

to the original civilian GPS
signal, which is called the L1
C/A signal. It´s the one that´s
been around since the early
1990s for civilian use,” Todd
Humphreys, an engineering
professor at the University of
Texas at Austin, told AFP.

Most ships are thus unable to
rely on the BeiDou or Galileo
systems in the event that a GPS
is jammed.

The situation is even worse
for airplanes, due to aviation
regulations.

“You will not find any
aircraft flying in the world
today whose built-in GPS
receiver is capable of tracking
and interpreting signals other
than the GPS L1 C/A. So it´s out
of date by 15 years,”
Humphreys said.

Jamming a GPS signal is “not
that complicated,” said
Katherine Dunn, the author of
an upcoming book of the
history of GPS, “Little Blue
Dot.”

All one needs is “another
radio transmitter that can
broadcast on the same
frequency, but louder,” she

said, which creates “a wall of
mush.”

Spoofing is more
sophisticated -- and more
dangerous, affecting a ship´s
Automatic Identification
System, or AIS.

Every vessel transmits a
message per second over a
universal radio frequency that
announces its identity,
destination and position.

Spoofing manipulates that
system, causing the affected
ship to send a fake, or even
nonsensical, location -- meaning
that ships could appear to be on
land in Iran or the Emirates.

Today, GPS signals are not
just used to determine location;
they also power onboard
clocks, radar systems and speed
logs, Dunn said.

So even if the ships off the
Emirates or Kuwait were
protected from drone fire and
escorted through the Strait of
Hormuz, navigating without a
GPS would be perilous.

“Given the size of the ships,
electronic assistance has
become necessary to steer
them,” said one merchant
marine captain who has sailed
on cargo ships around the

world.
Crews must “resort to using

20th-century instruments --
radar or visible landmarks,” he
told AFP on condition of
anonymity.

Signal jamming is
undoubtedly being used both
offensively and defensively.
Gulf states are directing their
systems towards their own
shores to ward off Iran´s
satellite-guided Shahed drones
-- at the cost, deemed
acceptable, of disrupting their
own lives.

Israel did the same thing in
2024, as did Iran after its 12
days of conflict with Israel last
year.

“Even if their own air traffic
or maritime traffic or their
delivery drivers or their dating
apps are affected by GPS
jamming and spoofing, they´ll
do it, just like Israel did. Israel
did it for a year in 2024,”
Humphreys said.

For air and sea navigation,
start-ups are developing
alternative technologies using
Earth´s magnetic field or
inertial navigation.But for ships
today, navigating without a
GPS is still far in the future.
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PARIS: (Crime Observer Staff
Reporter + Media Desk)
Countries around the world
voiced fear of a Middle East
conflagration after the United
States and Israel carried out
strikes on Iran on Saturday,
triggering retaliation from
Tehran, which targeted US
bases in the region.

The United Nations’ human
rights chief condemned the
US-Israeli strikes and Iran’s
response, warning further
attacks “would only result in
“death, destruction and human
misery”. “I call for restraint and
implore all parties to see
reason,” Volker Turk said in a
statement.

- Russia: Nuclear

‘catastrophe’ -
Russia slammed the US and

Israeli strikes on Iran, and
argued they were “bringing the
region to the brink of a

humanitarian, economic, and --
this cannot be ruled out --
radiological catastrophe”.

- China: ‘Immediate halt’ -

China urged “an immediate
halt to military actions”, with
Beijing’s foreign ministry
insisting that “Iran’s national
sovereignty, security and
territorial integrity should be
respected”.

- EU: ‘Ensure nuclear safety’ -
European Union chief Ursula

von der Leyen stressed it was
“critical” to “ensure nuclear
safety” after the US indicated
Iran’s atomic sites were in its
crosshairs.

- Norway: Israel broke
international law -

Norway’s foreign minister
argued that Israel’s strikes on
Iran broke international law,

noting that “a pre-emptive
attack would require the
existence of an imminent
threat”.
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- India: ‘Dialogue and
diplomacy’ -

India’s foreign ministry
insisted that “dialogue and
diplomacy should be pursued”
while the “sovereignty and
territorial integrity of all states
must be respected”.

- UK-France-Germany slam
Iran -

Britain, France and Germany
jointly condemned Iran’s
retaliatory strikes, with the UK
government also expressing
fears the situation could
escalate “into a wider regional
conflict”. The countries said
that none of them had taken
part in the US-Israeli operation.

Urging a halt to the
“dangerous” escalation, French
President Emmanuel Macron
also called for an urgent
meeting of the UN Security
Council.

- Lebanon: Won’t be dragged
into war -

Lebanese Prime Minister
Nawaf Salam vowed his
country would not be dragged
into war, after Israel announced
it was carrying out strikes
targeting Iran proxy Hezbollah
in south Lebanon amid the Iran
operation.

- Shah’s son: ‘Final victory’
near -

Reza Pahlavi, the son of Iran’s
last shah and a leading critic of
Tehran, claimed “final victory”
was near following the strikes.
“Together we can take back and
rebuild Iran,” said Pahlavi --
who lives in exile in the United
States.

- Egypt: ‘Grave risks’ -
Egypt’s foreign ministry said

it “strongly condemns Iran’s
targeting of the unity and
territorial integrity of brotherly
Arab states”, warning of “the
grave risks this poses to the
security and stability of Arab
states”.

- Turkey: ‘Cease hostilities’ -
Turkey’s foreign ministry

urged “all parties to cease
hostilities immediately” as the
conflict “risks the future of our
region and global stability”.

- Jordan: Defend itself -
Jordan’s government urged

de-escalation while warning it
will defend the kingdom’s
interests “with all its might”. A
government spokesman said
the country was not part of the
conflict.

- Hamas: US-Israel
‘aggression’ -

Palestinian militant group
and Iran ally Hamas
condemned the United States
and Israel’s “aggression”
towards Tehran, calling it “a
direct assault on the entire
region”.

- Ukraine: Oust ‘terrorist
regime’ -

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky argued
the strikes on Iran created an
opportunity for the Iranian
people to oust the “terrorist
regime” in Tehran.

- Red Cross: ‘Dangerous
chain reaction’ -

International Committee of
the Red Cross President
Mirjana Spoljaric warned that
the “military escalation in the
Middle East is igniting a
dangerous chain reaction across
the region, with potentially
devastating consequences for
civilians”.

- African Union: Stability at
risk -

The African Union called “for
restraint, urgent de-escalation
and sustained dialogue” after
the strikes, warning that conflict
could risk harming people on
the continent. 


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TEHRAN/ WASHINGTON: 
(Crime Observer Staff Reporter
+ Media Desk) Iran threatened
on Saturday to escalate the war
raging in the Middle East by
targeting any facility in the
region with US ties, after
Washington bombed its main
energy hub and US President
Donald Trump predicted
“many countries” would send
warships.

As the conflict entered its
third week, Iran projected
defiance after US forces hit
military sites at Kharg Island,
which handles 90 per cent of
Iranian oil exports, warning that
parts of the UAE were a
legitimate target and urging
civilians to evacuate.

The United Arab Emirates hit
back at Iran over accusations
that a US strike on Kharg Island
originated from the Gulf state,
saying Tehran’s policy was
confused and lacked wisdom.

In a post on X, Anwar

Gargash, diplomatic adviser to
the UAE president, said the
country had the right to defend
itself but “continues to
prioritise reason and logic.”

A drone attack disrupted a
United Arab Emirates energy
hub. Some oil-loading
operations were suspended in
the UAE’s Fujairah emirate, a
major bunkering hub and crude
export terminal, industry and
trade sources said on Saturday,
with TV footage showing
plumes of dark thick smoke
rising into the air.

An Iranian military
spokesperson called on people
in the UAE to evacuate the
ports, docks, and “American
hideouts” saying US forces had
targeted Iranian islands from
those areas. Trump said many
countries would send warships
to allow shipping to pass freely
through the Strait of Hormuz.
He did not provide details on
which countries would do so

but in his Truth Social post he
said he hoped that China,
France, Japan, South Korea,
Britain and others would send
ships to the area.

Trump said Iran has been
“totally defeated” in the
US-Israeli military campaign
against the country and wanted
a deal he would not accept,
despite Iranian officials
pledging to continue the fight.

“The Fake News Media hates
to report how well the United
States Military has done against
Iran, which is totally defeated
and wants a deal - But not a
deal that I would accept!”
Trump wrote on his Truth
Social platform, without
elaborating.

Whereas Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said Iran will
target the facilities of American
companies in the region if its
energy facilities are attacked in
the US-Israeli war against the
Islamic republic, as he urged
neighbouring countries to expel
US forces from the Middle East.

The US security umbrella in
the region “has proven to be
full of holes and inviting rather
than deterring trouble,” the top
diplomat posted on X, adding
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that Iran called on its
neighbours “to expel foreign
aggressors”.

His statement came after US
attacked military infrastructure
on Iran’s crude oil export hub of
Kharg Island. “If Iranian
facilities are targeted, our forces
will target American
companies´ facilities in the
region, or companies in which
the US holds shares,” he
warned, while vowing that
Tehran would “act cautiously
to ensure that densely
populated areas are not
targeted”.

Araghchi further said there
was “no problem” with the
Islamic republic’s new supreme
leader Mojtaba Khamenei after
US officials reported he was
wounded.

On Friday, US Secretary of
Defense Pete Hegseth said he
believed Khamenei, who took
power after his father was
killed in a strike at the start of
the US-Israeli war on Iran, “is
wounded and likely
disfigured.” Foreign Minister
Araghchi told MS NOW’s
Ayman Mohyeldi “there is no
problem with the new supreme
leader. He sent his message

yesterday, and he will perform
his duties.” While an Iranian
official said oil export
operations from Iran’s Kharg
island in the Gulf were
proceeding as normal after US
strikes on the crude export hub
which caused no casualties,

Activities of oil companies
“at this export terminal are
continuing as normal”, said
Ehsan Jahaniyan, deputy
governor of Iran’s southern
Bushehr province, quoted by
the IRNA news agency.

The Fars news agency, citing
sources on the island, earlier
reported there had been no
damage to oil facilities after
President Trump said US
strikes had destroyed only
military targets.

Deputy governor Jahaniyan
said that after the attacks “daily
life and routine activities of the
residents are also fully
maintained.” The attack “did
not cause any casualties among
military personnel, company
employees, or residents of
Kharg island, he added.

According to Fars, the US
operation “tried to damage the
army’s defences, the Joshan
naval base, the airport control

tower and the helicopter hangar
of the Iran Continental Shelf Oil
Company.”

While a US-Israeli missile
attack on an industrial area of
Isfahan killed at least 15 people,
Iran’s Fars news agency
reported on Saturday. “The
attack targeted a factory that
produces heating and cooling
equipment” and was in
operation at the time of the
strike, Fars reported. Saturday
is a working day in Iran. AFP
was not able to verify the toll.

Israel’s Defence Minister
Israel Katz said the Kharg
strikes showed the war was
entering a “decisive phase”,
though he cautioned it would
“continue as long as necessary”.
Yet, despite facing superior US
and Israeli firepower, Iran
appeared determined to fight
on. Blasts were heard by AFP
journalists over Jerusalem after
the military detected missiles
launched from Iran. Iran
launched a new wave of
missiles towards Israel late on
Saturday, Iranian state TV
reported. Israel informed the US
this week that it is running
critically low on ballistic
missile interceptors as the

75

INTERNATIONAL NEWS



conflict with Iran continues,
Semafor reported on Saturday,
citing US officials familiar with
the matter. Reuters could not
immediately verify the report.

The US has been aware of
Israel’s low capacity for months,
the report said, adding that it is
not running low on interceptors
of its own.

Qatar evacuated downtown
areas and intercepted two
missiles, with blasts heard by
AFP journalists.

Explosions rang out over
Jerusalem on Saturday, AFP
reporters heard, shortly after
the Israeli military warned that
it had detected incoming
missiles from Iran. As the
Middle East war triggered by
US-Israeli strikes on Tehran
entered its third week, the
military said its “defence
system is operating to intercept
the threat”.

The Israeli army told people
in an industrial zone in the west
of Iran’s northern city of Tabriz
to leave ahead of military
operations on Saturday.

Iran’s envoy to Ukraine,
Shahriar Amouzegar, dismissed
the support Kyiv has offered to
the United States and its Gulf

allies, as Ukraine advertises its
expertise in destroying
Iranian-designed drones
launched by Russia.
Washington’s embassy in Iraq
was hit by a drone, security
sources told AFP, the second
time it has been targeted in the
war, and the Emirati consulate
in Iraqi Kurdistan was also
struck for the second time in a
week. US citizens should leave
Iraq immediately, the US
embassy in Baghdad said in an
updated security alert on
Saturday, following an
overnight missile attack on the
embassy’s building. “U.S.
citizens choosing to remain in
Iraq are strongly encouraged to
reconsider in light of the
significant threat posed by
Iran-aligned terrorist militia
groups,” the embassy said.

The UAE slammed the
targeting of its consulate in
Iraqi Kurdistan for the second
time in a week, the foreign
affairs ministry said in a
statement Saturday. “The
United Arab Emirates
expressed its strong
condemnation and
denunciation of the treacherous
terrorist attack by a drone,

which targeted the UAE
Consulate General in Iraqi
Kurdistan, for the second time
in a week, and resulted in the
injury of two security personnel
and caused damage to the
consulate building,” it said.

Iraq’s Kurdistan regional
government later denounced
the attack, labelling it “a
terrorist act that threatens the
sovereignty of Kurdish and
Iraqi territory”.

Two drones targeted an
airbase in Kuwait housing US
military staff, injuring Kuwaiti
personnel and causing damage,
the defence ministry said on
Saturday. Two more players of
the Iranian women’s football
team, which competed in the
Asian Cup in Australia, and one
member of the backroom staff
have withdrawn their requests
for asylum in the country,
Iranian state media said on
Saturday. Seven members of the
visiting women’s football
delegation—six players and
one backroom staff
member—had sought sanctuary
in Australia after they were
branded “traitors” at home for
refusing to sing the national
anthem during the ongoing war
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between Iran and the US and its
ally Israel.

One of the players had
withdrawn her request earlier
in the week and linked up with
the rest of the team who are
returning to Iran via Malaysia,
according to Iranian media and
Australian authorities.

Turkiye’s top diplomat said
on Saturday that Iran was
denying responsibility for firing
ballistic missiles towards
Turkiye despite evidence from
technical data.

Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan said he had
spoken with his Iranian
counterpart Abbas Araghchi
after NATO defence systems on
Friday shot down another
ballistic missile from Iran—the
third in nine days.

“Once again, they are not
taking responsibility for this
incident. They claim they did
not order any such attack, nor
are they linked to it,” Fidan
said.

The exiled son of Iran’s last
shah who was ousted by the
1979 revolution said on
Saturday he was ready to lead a
transition “as soon as the
Islamic Republic falls”.

An overnight blast against an
exterior wall of a Jewish school
in Amsterdam did not cause
any injuries, Mayor Femke
Halsema said Saturday,
denouncing “a cowardly act of
aggression”.

The man accused of ramming
his pickup truck into a
synagogue and setting it ablaze
in a suburb of Detroit,
Michigan, died from a
“self-inflicted gunshot wound
to the head,” an FBI official told
reporters Friday.

The suspect, identified as
41-year-old Ayman Mohamad
Ghazali, was originally born in
Lebanon, and media reports
indicate his relatives were
killed in Israeli strikes there
days ago.

Iran’s cultural heritage and
tourism ministry said Saturday
at least 56 museums and
historic sites across the country
have been damaged, as the
Middle East war entered its
15th day.

Turkiye expressed deep
concern Saturday over Israel’s
ongoing strikes on Lebanon,
voicing fears it could commit “a
new genocide” under the guise
of fighting Iran-backed

Hezbollah. “We are frankly
concerned (Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu
is moving toward a new
genocide under the pretext of
fighting Hezbollah,” Turkish
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan
told a news conference.

UN chief Antonio Guterres
said Saturday on a visit to
Beirut that diplomatic channels
remained open to end the war
between Israel and Hezbollah.

Air India said following
instructions from the UAE
airport authorities Air India,
and Air India Express were
compelled to curtail ad hoc
operations for March 15 2026.
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
said late on Saturday they had
launched a missile salvo at US
forces stationed at a major base
in Saudi Arabia´s Al-Kharj. The
Guards said the base was being
used to equip “F-35 and F-16
fighter jets and is the storage
place for fuel tankers”.

While there has been no
immediate confirmation of the
attack from Saudi Arabia, the
kingdom´s defence ministry
said earlier it intercepted six
ballistic missiles headed
towards Al-Kharj.
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TEHRAN: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
Iranian officials led a
pro-government rally in Tehran
as explosions rocked the city on

Friday, while the United States
vowed it would intensify
strikes in the coming hours and
days.

While the US media reported

that the United States is sending
more Marines and ships to the
Middle East.

The hardline stances and
renewed strikes unleashed by
Israel and Iran presaged no
let-up in the conflict engulfing
the Middle East and roiling the
global energy market.

AFP journalists in Tehran
reported loud blasts over the
city as Israel’s military said it
had carried out 7,600 strikes in
Iran since the war started on
February 28, with most
targeting the country’s missile
programme.

US Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth told a news conference
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the US military would bombard
Iran more heavily on Friday
than any other day so far in the
war.

He also said Iran’s new
supreme leader, Mojtaba
Khamenei, was “wounded and
likely disfigured” in the attack
that killed his father and
predecessor Ali Khamenei at
the start of the US-Israeli
campaign.

He further said the United
States and Israel have struck
more than 15,000 targets since
launching a war against Iran
last month.

President Donald Trump said
on social media that he viewed
it “a great honour” to be killing
Iran’s rulers, calling them
“deranged scumbags”.

The US State Department
offered a $10 million reward on
Friday for information about
Iran’s new supreme leader
Mojtaba Khamenei and other
top officials.

Iran’s interior minister and
minister of intelligence and
security were also on the list
published by the State
Department’s “Rewards for
Justice” program.

President Trump said in an

interview on Fox News Radio
that the United States would be
hitting Iran hard over the “over
the next week”.

President Trump said the US
was willing to escort ships
through the Strait of Hormuz to
protect them from Iranian
attack. “We would do it if we
needed to. But, you know,
hopefully things are going to go
very well. We’re going to see
what happens,” Trump said.
Iran’s attacks on shipping were
“a last-ditch effort,” he said.

While Mojtaba Khamanei has
not appeared since being
named supreme leader, other
Islamic republic officials
walked in the open in Tehran
with pro-government
demonstrators who waved flags
and brandished banners
reading “Death to America”
and “Death to Israel”.

Iran’s state media said at least
one woman was killed when
blasts hit an area near the
demonstration.

“These attacks are out of fear,
out of desperation,” said Ali
Larijani, secretary of the
Supreme National Security
Council, who attended the rally
to mark Quds Day, the last

Friday of Ramadan and a day of
support for the Palestinian
cause. “It’s clear that it (the
enemy) has failed,” said
Larijani in a speech broadcast
on state TV.

President Masoud
Pezeshkian and Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi also
attended the rally, while images
on Iranian media showed the
head of the judiciary being
interviewed just as a blast
occurred.

Shortly afterwards, state
television said Iran had
launched a fresh salvo of
missiles at Israel. Explosions
were later heard on the
outskirts of Tel Aviv, but Israeli
paramedics reported no
casualties.

Earlier, a strike on the Israeli
town of Zarzir wounded
around 60 people, according to
police, with AFP images
showing burnt-out vehicles and
craters in the ground.

Iran vowed to inflict what its
foreign ministry spokesman
described as an “unforgettable
lesson” on its enemies in the
United States and Israel.

”We cannot accept that they
talk about dialogue and
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ceasefire every now and then
and after that we face the
repetition of these crimes and
war. Our armed forces are very
determined to firmly teach the
enemy an unforgettable
lesson,” Esmaeil Baqaei said.

Iran also kept up launches of
drone and missile strikes
against neighbouring states
hosting US military assets.

Saudi Arabia’s defence
ministry said on Friday its
forces had intercepted dozens
of drones, while an AFP
journalist reported an explosion
heard over Dubai that rattled
buildings.

Turkey said NATO forces
shot down a ballistic missile
launched from Iran—the third
such interception in the war.
The conflict has sparked chaos
in global markets and sent oil
prices soaring. Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards have all
but closed the Gulf’s strategic
Strait of Hormuz through which
20 percent of global oil supplies
pass.

Oil stayed at over $100 a
barrel on Friday, leaving
markets and governments
everywhere skittish about the
consequences of higher

inflation.
The US government has said

that the US Navy would likely
not be able to escort ships
through the strait until the end
of the month.

Within Iran, the
Revolutionary Guards have
warned of an even stronger
response to any
anti-government protests, after
ones in January in which
several thousand people were
killed. Iranian authorities have
maintained an internet blackout
since the war started.

The US military has lost 13
personnel since the war
started—including all six
members of a refuelling aircraft
that crashed in Iraq after an
incident officials said was not
caused by hostile fire. In
another sign of the war’s
spread, President Emmanuel
Macron announced the death of
France’s first soldier, in an
attack in the Erbil region of Iraq.

The conflict has also battered
Lebanon, with authorities
reporting at least 687 people
killed by Israeli attacks.

Israel’s military said it has
conducted 1,100 strikes in
Lebanon, including 200 it said

hit 200 “missile and launcher
targets” and 35
command-and-control sites of
the Iran-backed Hezbollah
armed group. It said it had
killed more than 380 members
of Hezbollah.

UN chief Antonio Guterres, at
the start of a visit to Beirut,
called on Israel and Hezbollah
to “stop the war”.

The price of Brent crude, the
benchmark international oil
contract, dipped below $100
during the day, sending
equities briefly higher. But
stocks slid back into the red as
Brent climbed back above the
$100 mark.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
announced on Friday that they
had launched missiles and
drones at Israel in coordination
with Tehran’s Lebanese ally
Hezbollah. The French soldier
killed Thursday in Iraq by an
Iranian-made drone was part of
a Western military contingent
deployed in the autonomous
Kurdistan region to combat a
potential resurgence of the
jihadist Islamic State group.

A drone strike killed two
members of an Iranian Kurdish
armed opposition group in
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northern Iraq on Friday, a
senior official from the exiled
party said, blaming the attack
on Iran.

The Israeli military said on
Friday it had carried out
around 7,600 strikes in Iran and
1,100 in Lebanon since
launching its joint operation
with the United States against
Tehran.

The Israeli defence minister
vowed on Friday that Lebanon
would pay an “increasing
price” in damage to
infrastructure in the war with
Hezbollah. US President
Donald Trump said in an
interview aired Friday he
suspected Russian leader
Vladimir Putin was aiding Iran
in the war against the United
States and Israel.

”I think he might be helping
him a little bit, yeah, I guess.
And he probably thinks we’re
helping Ukraine, right?” Trump
said in an interview with Fox
News Radio. Iran’s President
Masoud Pezeshkian said Friday
the United States and Israel are
seeking to break his country
apart in their war against the
Islamic republic.

A US KC135 aerial refueling

aircraft crashed in western Iraq,
killing all six crew members,
the US military said Friday,
adding that the incident was not
caused by “hostile fire.”

UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres launched a
$325 million humanitarian
appeal on Friday to support
Lebanon as it responds to the
displacement crisis caused by
the war between Iran-backed
Hezbollah and Israel. President
Trump voiced confidence that
the Iranian people would rise
up to replace their government
following American and Israeli
military strikes—but added in
an interview aired Friday that it
may not happen straight away.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
warned that any new
anti-government protests
would be met with a stronger
response than in January, when
several thousand people were
killed.

Iranian authorities have
arrested a man accused of
leading a network that sold
access to the internet via
Starlink terminals, a technology
that is banned in Iran, the ISNA
news agency reported on
Friday.

A building in Dubai’s
financial district was hit by
debris from an intercepted
attack Friday, witnesses and an
AFP journalist saw. Norwegian
police said Friday they had
arrested the mother of three
brothers already detained on
suspicion of bombing the US
embassy in Oslo at the
weekend, causing minor
damage but no injuries.

Iran said no one can exclude
it from the World Cup later this
year, in response to President
Donald Trump’s warning that
their “life and safety” would be
at risk in the US.

The Iranian team also said in
the social media post on
Thursday that the United States
should not be allowed to
co-host the tournament if it
could not guarantee the safety
of the teams taking part. An
April summit of the D-8 bloc of
Muslim-majority developed
countries that includes Iran has
been postponed due to the war
in the Middle East, host
Indonesia said Friday.

The US embassy in Baghdad
has warned of a “risk of
kidnapping” for its citizens in
Iraq, as the Middle East war
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threatens American interests
across the region. “Iran and
Iran-aligned terrorist militia
groups pose a significant threat
to public safety in Iraq,” the
embassy said in a statement on
its website Thursday.

China said on Friday it will
donate $200,000 to the parents
of students killed in what it
called an “indiscriminate”
missile strike on a school in Iran
early in the Middle East war.

Qatar’s strategic water
reserves are sufficient for four
months while the Gulf country’s
food security reserves are
sufficient for 18 months, Qatar’s
interior minister Sheikh Khalifa
bin Hamad Al Thani said on
Friday.

France is pushing on with
efforts to put together a
coalition to secure the Strait of
Hormuz once the security
situation stabilises, two French
officials said on Friday, after a
report suggested Paris was
negotiating safe passage for its
ships.

Iran has allowed two
Indian-flagged liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) carriers to
sail through the Strait of
Hormuz, four sources with

direct knowledge of the matter,
a move that could help ease
some of the cooking gas crisis
in the country.

U.S. President Donald Trump
will bring about a diplomatic
conclusion to the war with Iran
“in his time”, and Tehran must
halt attacks on its neighbours
before they can mediate, one of
the UAE’s top diplomats said in
an interview on Friday.

Lana Nusseibeh, a former
UAE ambassador to the United
Nations who now holds the
rank of minister of state in the
Gulf country’s foreign ministry,
expressed confidence that the
war would end in a negotiated
settlement. But she said
neighbours were shocked that
Iran had unleashed attacks on
them.

Dutch police on Friday said
four men were arrested after an
arson attack on a synagogue in
the centre of Rotterdam, in the
latest incident of suspected
antisemitic violence since the
start of the U.S.-Israeli war on
Iran. No one was injured as a
result of the fire.

Iran’s military has destroyed
111 enemy drones since the
start of the Middle East war, the

Revolutionary Guard’s Sepah
News portal reported on
Friday. U.S. President Trump
told G7 leaders in a virtual
meeting Wednesday that Iran is
“about to surrender,” Axios
reported on Friday citing three
officials from G7 countries
briefed on the contents of the
call.

Only 77 ships have so far
crossed the Strait of Hormuz in
March as the Mideast war
disrupts one of the world’s
most vital shipping routes, a
maritime data firm reported
Friday. The 77 transits recorded
so far this month compare with
1,229 passages between March 1
and 11 last year, according to
Lloyd’s List Intelligence.

Iraq’s Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani
vowed to prevent attacks after
the killing of a French soldier in
a drone strike in the
autonomous Kurdistan region.
He expressed his solidarity
with France in a call with
President Emmanuel Macron,
adding “the necessary
measures will be taken to
prevent the recurrence of such
incidents”. Iran’s foreign
ministry in a statement on the
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occasion of International Quds
Day said the Zionist regime,
enjoying the support of the US,
England, Germany and some
other countries and in the
absence of any practical action
by the UN and the international
community, has committed the
most heinous crimes in the
occupied Palestinian territory.
The horrific genocide in Gaza
over the past two and a half

years, along with the killing
and torture of Palestinians in
the West Bank, is the latest
example of the colonial policy
of annihilation of Palestine.

It added that the aggressive
attack of the Zionist regime and
the United States against Iran is
an attack against the entire
region and the Islamic world,
and is in line with the
advancement of the evil illusion
of “Greater Israel”.

Meanwhile, a video verified
by The New York Times shows
ballistic missiles being
launched from Bahrain in the
direction of Iran, in what
appears to be the first
confirmed instance of an attack
on the Islamic Republic
originating from a Persian Gulf
country since the war began.

Bahrain is home to the U.S.
Navy’s Fifth Fleet. It is unclear

from the video alone whether
the U.S. or Bahraini military
fired the missiles. The
government of Bahrain said in a
statement to The Times that its
military “has not participated in
any offensive operations.”

The video was posted on
social media on March 7 and
verified by The Times to have
been filmed close to a
residential area and an airport
in northern Bahrain.

The Wall Street Journal
quoted US officials as saying
the Japan-based USS Tripoli
and its attached Marines are en
route to the region, while The
New York Times reported that
some 2,500 Marines aboard as
many as three ships were
headed for the Middle East.

CNN said it was a Marine
Expeditionary Unit—which
typically includes some 2,500
Marines and sailors—that was
being deployed.

The Journal said the request
for the additional Marines was
made by US Central Command,
which is responsible for US
troops in the Middle East, and
approved by Pentagon chief
Pete Hegseth.

There are already Marines in
the region supporting
operations against Iran, the
newspaper added.

The United States and Israel
launched a massive air
campaign against Iran on
February 28, and Tehran has
responded with waves of
drones and missiles as well as
attacks on ships in the Strait of
Hormuz, which is used for a
fifth of global crude trade.



Lana Nusseibeh, a former UAE
ambassador to the United Nations who

now holds the rank of minister of state in
the Gulf country’s foreign ministry,

expressed confidence that the war would
end in a negotiated settlement. But she
said neighbours were shocked that Iran

had unleashed attacks on them
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Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian’s
demand for “recognising
Iran’s legitimate rights,
payment of reparations
and international security
guarantees against future
aggression as a
precondition to end this
war ignited by the Zionist
regime and the US” has
resonated far beyond
Tehran. These are valid
demands given that this
war was not started by
Iran but by the US and
Israel exactly two weeks
ago. The devastation that

these two countries have
wreaked across Iran
increasingly shows that
the only aim is to destroy
Iran so comprehensively
that it may take decades
for the country to rebuild.
What was initially framed
as a decisive military
operation has instead
morphed into something
far more familiar: another
protracted and uncertain
conflict. The failure to
impose ‘regime change’
appears to have hardened
positions on all sides,
particularly as Iran’s
political leadership has
rallied around a new
supreme figure following
the martyrdom of
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

The Trump
administration, meanwhile,
is continuing to issue
contradictory statements
that deepen global unease.
From demanding Iran’s
‘unconditional surrender’ to
claiming that the US
military has effectively
destroyed Iranian military
infrastructure and declaring
the conflict a win,

Washington’s messaging
has lacked coherence. At the
same time, repeated
suggestions that the option
of boots on the ground
remains on the table only
reinforce the perception that
the US has not achieved
what it set out to do
through this unjust war. The
closure of the Strait of
Hormuz by Iran has further
complicated the situation
and the consequences are
not confined to the Middle
East. Global energy markets
are jittery, supply chains are
under strain and economies
already grappling with
inflationary pressures now
face an additional layer of
uncertainty. Ironically, this
is precisely the kind of
entanglement Trump had
campaigned against. His
political rhetoric was built
around ending America’s
‘forever wars’. Yet, here we
are: with the US seemingly
sliding back into the same
pattern. The fact is that the
only person who can
decisively halt the escalation
is Trump himself. However,
his mixed signals are not

Trump’s
forever
war?
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easing any minds. Some
allege confusion; others
suspect calculated attempts
to manipulate markets. The
American public remains
unconvinced as the
justifications offered for the
war have failed to generate
broad support.

Beyond Washington and
Tehran, the world is growing
increasingly impatient. The
repercussions of continued
hostilities are grave and
far-reaching. Islamabad has
supported draft resolutions
calling for restraint, cessation
of military activities and a
return to negotiations, while
also attempting to play a
mediatory role through
backdoor diplomacy. Now,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s visit to Saudi Arabia
is also likely part of the
urgency with which regional
actors are seeking to contain
the fallout. Arab countries
find themselves in a
particularly difficult position.
While hosting US bases
intended to provide security
guarantees, many now
perceive that Washington’s
actions are primarily geared

towards protecting and aiding
Israel, leaving traditional
allies exposed to retaliation
and uncertainty. The broader
international response has
been uneven. The hero here
has been Spain whose
decision to permanently
withdraw its ambassador to
Israel has been widely viewed
as a bold and principled
stance at a time when much
of the world appears
paralysed. What is clear,
however, is that global
frustration is also mounting,
what with the UN having
become completely irrelevant.
In moments such as these, the
need for political courage
becomes paramount. The

world requires more spine in
the face of war crimes and
collective punishment. The
truth is that if this conflict
continues on its current
trajectory, it risks becoming
yet another chapter in the
long history of ‘forever wars’.
For now, the choice lies
largely in Washington.
Whether the Trump
administration opts for
de-escalation or persists with
a strategy that has already
produced devastating
consequences will shape not
only the future of Iran and the
Middle East but also the
credibility of the international
system itself.
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