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Ba\oc:his’carlw PA

passes
resolution

condemning Jan
31 terror attacks

QUETTA: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
The Balochistan Provincial
Assembly (PA) on Wednesday
unanimously passed a joint
resolution condemning the
terrorist incidents that
occurred across the province
on January 31, 2026.

The session was chaired by
Speaker Captain (R) Abdul
Khaliq Achakzai. Presenting
PMLN

Parliamentary Leader and

the resolution,

Provincial Minister Mir Saleem
Khosa said that on January 31,
terrorists linked to Fitna
al-Hindustan carried out failed
attacks in several cities of
Balochistan in an attempt to
boost their declining morale.

These attacks resulted in the

martyrdom of innocent
civilians, injuries to many
others, and involved
reprehensible efforts to exploit
women through coercion,
psychological pressure, and
blackmail to use them against
the state and society.

The House

condemned these cowardly

strongly

acts, declaring them a failed
attempt to sabotage peace,
stability, and development in
Balochistan. The resolution
stated that the nation would
never bow before such
conspiracies.

The assembly expressed
heartfelt sympathy and
solidarity with the affected
families and prayed for the
forgiveness and elevated ranks

of the martyrs, as well as
speedy recovery for the
injured. It also paid tribute to
the unwavering resolve,
bravery, and sacrifices of law
enforcement agencies, whose
successful operations led to the
elimination of the terrorists
involved.

Reaffirming its commitment,
the House said the people of
Balochistan would remain
united against terrorism and
violence, stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with
state institutions and security
forces, and would not allow
anti-peace elements to succeed
under any circumstances.

Participating in the debate,
Provincial Minister Mir Aasim
Kurd Gailo condemned the
attacks and praised security
forces for thwarting the
terrorists” cowardly plans,
saying law and order is a
collective responsibility and
terrorism can only be defeated
through joint efforts.

Health Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar said
security personnel sacrificed
their lives while confronting
the enemy, emphasising that

targeting innocent people is

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X
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not a struggle for rights but
pure terrorism. He added that
constitutional rights had
already been granted through
the 18th Amendment and
accused India of seeking
revenge for its failures through
proxy elements.

JUI member Mir Zabid Ali
Reki said law and order in
Balochistan had deteriorated to
the point that militants had
reached red zones, making
road travel unsafe. He urged
authorities to listen to public
grievances, calling
unemployment and flawed
policies major contributors to
rising terrorism, and stressed
the need for dialogue with
tribal leaders and aggrieved
groups.

Provincial Minister Haji Ali
Madad Jatak described the
situation as a
stating that the
country’s constitution cannot
be changed through threats. He

said security personnel were

“war of

narratives,”

defending the nation against
enemies and emphasised
collective action against
terrorism.

MPA Maulana Hidayat ur

Rehman said no area can be

liberated and no ideology
imposed through force,
stressing the importance of
winning hearts and addressing
internal shortcomings
alongside external interference.
He said the solution to
Balochistan’s issues is political
and requires taking the public
along.

Parliamentary Secretary

Barkat Rind said terrorism

The House strongly

condemned these
cowardly acts,
declaring them a failed
attempt to sabotage
peace, stability, and
development in
Balochistan

would end only if the public
stood with security forces,
adding that development
funds had been allocated but
attacks like burning banks
were harming ordinary
citizens. He urged everyone,
not just Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti, to condemn such
incidents.

JUI member Ghulam Dastgir
Badini raised concerns about

police capacity in Noshki,

questioning whether local
stations had sufficient
manpower to confront large
groups of militants.

Chief Minister’s Adviser
Meena Majeed said it was time
for frank discussion, asserting
that this was not a rights
movement but an attempt to
break the country, with young
girls being used as fuel for
conflict.

Provincial Minister Noor
Muhammad Dumar said
taking up arms in the name of
rights is wrong and that a
handful of elements cannot
harm Pakistan, which will
endure forever.

ANP member Engineer
Zamrak Khan Achakzai said
Balochistan and another
province were suffering from
terrorism, reiterating his
party’s commitment to
non-violence inspired by Bacha
Khan. He complained that
Assembly resolutions are
rarely implemented and called
for greater authority to help
restore peace.

Following the debate, the
joint condemnation resolution
was formally adopted by the

House.
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PM takes notice
of Nepra's new
solar rules, wants

appeal filed

ISLAMABAD:
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk)Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday

took notice of the new

(Crime

Prosumer Regulations 2026
issued by the National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority
(Nepra), directing the Power
Division to immediately file an
appeal to Nepra to protect the
contract of existing solar
consumers.

The prime minister, chairing
a high-level special meeting on
Nepra’s new regulations,
directed the Power Division to
formulate a comprehensive
action plan in this regard so
that the burden of 466,000
consumers benefiting from
solar did not fall on more than
37.6 million consumers using

electricity only from the

national grid, a PM Office
news release said.

The meeting was attended
by

Minister/Foreign Minister

Deputy Prime
Ishaq Dar, Federal Ministers
Ahad Khan Cheema, Attaullah
Tarar, Ali Pervez Malik, Sardar
Owais Khan Leghari, Minister
of State Bilal Azhar Kayani,
Adviser on Privatisation
Muhammad Ali and relevant
senior officials.

Meanwhile, facing outcry
from friends and foes alike
over the newly introduced net
metering reforms, Energy
Minister Awais Leghari has
said that no changes will be
made to the solar net metering
policy for existing consumers
for now.

Speaking on Geo News
programme Capital Talk on

Wednesday, Leghari blamed
“social media trend” for the
growing opposition against the
newly introduced reforms that
effectively ended the net
metering regime and replaced
net metering with the net
billing mechanism. “My wife
opposed this policy, saying
you had increased my bill after
switching to net billing from
net metering,” the minister
said on the show.

He said the prime minister
has instructed the net billing
regime not be made applicable
for existing consumers at this
time and directed the Power
Division to file a review
against the power regulator’s
move. The development came
two days after the Nepra
effectively ended the net
metering regime, introducing
sweeping new rules shifting
rooftop solar and other small
generators to a “net billing”
system.

Under the Nepra (Prosumer)
Regulations, 2026, notified on
Monday, the National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority
will now require power
utilities to purchase surplus

electricity from prosumers,

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X
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including households,
businesses and industries
generating up to one megawatt
at the national average energy
purchase price, while selling
electricity back to them at the
applicable consumer tariff.
This ends the one-to-one offset
model that previously allowed
solar users to neutralise their
electricity bills.

The new regulations, which
take effect immediately, repeal
the Nepra Alternative &
Renewable Energy Distributed
Generation and Net Metering
Regulations, 2015, and apply to
solar, wind and biogas
systems.

Meanwhile, the prime
~ minister visited Imambargah
~ Khadijatul Kubra in Tarlai
Kalan where a terrorist suicide
' attack occurred last Friday,
resulting in the loss of precious
human lives.

The prime minister met with

the members of bereaved

. families and those injured in

the incident. He expressed his
deep grief and offered
condolences to the bereaved
families of shuhada. He offered

.. Fateha and prayed for the high

\ _- ranks of those who lost their

lives in the incident and for the
early recovery of injured.

Shehbaz said that there
could be no compensation for
the precious lives lost in the
terrorist incident and
announced a sum of Rs10
million for Shaheed Oun
Abbas who resisted the suicide
attacker, Rs5 million for each
martyred, Rs3 million for each
severely injured and Rsl
million for others with minor
injuries.

Shaheed Oun Abbas, who
resisted the suicide attacker
and sacrificed his life, would
be remembered in golden
words, he said, adding that
such sacrifices in the fight
against terrorism would not go
in vain. The prime minister
observed that the abhorrent
attempt to sow seeds of
disunity in the society had
failed miserably.

He also commended the
armed forces, law enforcement
agencies and police force that
had been fighting the menace
of terrorism and sending
terrorists to hell in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
provinces with unforgettable

sacrifices. He said the entire

nation was indebted to their -
huge sacrifices and prayed for:
the elimination of terrorism .
from the country forever.
Later, the prime minister

also visited the residence of

Shaheed Oun Abbas to offer .

Fateha and condolences.

Federal ministers, police and ;
district administration
authorities .

He commended the drive for

digital reforms and innovative

steps aimed at access to justice, =~

launched under the leadership /
of for Law and Justice Minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar and
Secretary Raja Naeem Akbar,
the PM Office Media Wing said
in a press release.

Shehbaz observed that in the
presence of all the members of
the 56 Commonwealth
countries, winning the
prestigious award was a big
success for the country at the
global level.

Such achievements enhance
the country’s stature at the
international stage and
reflected government’s
commitment to bringing
reforms in the public
institutions on the latest
models, he added.

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER [BX
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Pakistan

Gaza Board of

Peace summit:

invitation from

Trump

recelves

ISLAMABAD: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk)Pakistan has
received an invitation from
President Donald Trump to
attend the inaugural summit of
Gaza Board of Peace on
February 19 in Washington
and decided that there will be

BOARD o PEACE

representation from Islamabad.
President Trump is expected
to chair the session being held
at the Donald J] Trump US
Institute for Peace in
Washington.
“Pakistan will be

attendance. The invitation was

in

sent to the prime minister and

® BOARDPEACE

@ BOARD PEACE

=

it is expected that he will
attend. Consultations are
continuing and, in a few days,
the government will make an
announcement. It is an
important event,” diplomatic
sources told The News.
Officially, the Foreign Office
has

announcement, nor has there

not made any
been any public confirmation
from the 27 countries which
have decided to join Trump’s
Board of Peace, except for
Hungary which has confirmed
participation.

Normally, Field Marshal
Asim Munir has accompanied
the prime minister on these
important occasions, including
at the signing of Board of Peace

at Davos, but sources confide

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER EX
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that there is no confirmation of
his being part of the delegation
so far.

According to media reports,
Israeli officials say Benjamin
Netanyahu is scheduled to
meet Trump at the White
House on February 18, a day
before the planned first
meeting.
whether
Netanyahu will also attend the

It is unclear

Board of Peace meeting which
he has joined, in which several
Islamic states which have not
recognised Israel are expected
to attend.

Sources in Islamabad confess
that the full agenda of the
inaugural meeting of the Board

- of Peace has not been shared

~ with them though reports

speak of fundraising for the

" construction of Gaza.

However, they point out that it
is not expected that sending
troops to Gaza would come

under discussion in the

. Washington meeting.

The Islamic states which
joined the Board of Peace
besides Pakistan include

Bahrain, Morocco, Egypt,

% Jordan, Indonesia, Qatar, Saudi

"\ Arabia, Turkiye and the United

.
\

Arab Emirates.

Earlier, the foreign ministers
of these Islamic states, while
agreeing to join the Board of
Peace, decided in a joint
statement that “each country
will sign the joining documents
according to its respective
relevant legal and other
necessary procedures”.

“The foreign ministers
reiterate their countries’
support for the peace efforts
led by President Trump, and
reaffirm their countries’
commitment to supporting the
implementation of the mission
of the Board of Peace as a
transitional administration, as
set out in the Comprehensive
Plan to End the Gaza Conflict
and endorsed by United
Nations Security Council
Resolution 2803, aimed at
consolidating a permanent
ceasefire, supporting the
reconstruction of Gaza, and
advancing a just and lasting
peace grounded in the
Palestinian right to
self-determination and
statehood in accordance with
international law, thereby
paving the way for security

and stability for all countries

and peoples of the region,” the
joint statement had added. :

It is expected that there will
be consultations before the
inaugural Board of Peace
meeting between these Islamic
states if they all agree to
attend. So far only Pakistan
from the Islamic states has’
confirmed attendance.

Of importance for Pakistan is
the ground reality that Israel
has refused to sustain the _
ceasefire and continues with =
attacks causing casualties. '
Pakistan has continuously
called for its immediate and
full implementation. It hopes
that the truce would lead to
permanent ceasefire and help
in scaling up humanitarian
assistance.

“Indiscriminate use of force
by Israeli occupation forces has
caused unprecedented loss of
lives and property and
displacement of hundreds of
thousands of innocent civilian
Palestinians. Israel’s
expansionist designs have
destabilised the entire region,”
Pakistan had stated when the
ceasefire was first announced.

Pakistan reiterates its
for a

support just,

[
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comprehensive, and durable
solution to the Palestinian
the

establishment of a sovereign

issue, leading to
State of Palestine based on
pre-June 1967 borders, with
Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its
capital.

Meanwhile, a senior Hamas
leader said Sunday that the
Palestinian Islamist movement
would not surrender its
weapons nor accept foreign
intervention in Gaza, pushing
back against US and Israeli
demands. “Criminalising the
resistance, its weapons, and
those who carried it out is
something we should not
accept,” Khaled Meshal said at

~a conference in Doha.

“As long as there is

occupation, there is resistance.

" Resistance is a right of peoples

N "
b
\
.
.

under occupation ... something

nations take pride in,” said
Meshal,

headed the group.

who previously

A US-brokered ceasefire in
Gaza is in its second phase,
which that

demilitarisation of the territory

foresees

-- including the disarmament

. of Hamas -- along with a

gradual withdrawal of Israeli

forces. Hamas has repeatedly
said that disarmament is a red
line, although it has indicated
it could consider handing over
its weapons to a future
Palestinian governing
authority.

Israeli officials say that
Hamas still has around 20,000
fighters and about 60,000
Kalashnikovs in Gaza.

A Palestinian technocratic
committee has been set up
with a goal of taking over the
day-to-day governance in the
battered Gaza Strip, but it
remains unclear whether, or
how, it will address the issue
of demilitarisation. The
committee operates under the
so-called “Board of Peace,” an
initiative launched by US
President Donald Trump.

Originally conceived to
oversee the Gaza truce and
post-war reconstruction, the
board’s mandate has since
expanded, prompting concerns
among critics that it could
evolve into a rival to the
United Nations.

Trump unveiled the board at
the World Economic Forum in
the Swiss ski resort of Davos

last month, where leaders and

officials from nearly two dozen
countries joined him in signing
its founding charter.

Alongside the Board of
Peace, Trump also created a
Gaza Executive Board -- an
advisory panel to the
Palestinian technocratic
committee -- comprising i
international figures including
US envoys Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner, as well as
former British prime minister _
Tony Blair. :

On Sunday, Meshal urged
the Board of Peace to adopt
what he called a “balanced
approach” that would allow
for Gaza’s reconstruction and
the flow of aid to its roughly
2.2 million residents, while
warning that Hamas would
“not accept foreign rule” over
Palestinian territory.

“We adhere to our national
principles and reject the logic
of guardianship, external
intervention, or the return of a
mandate in any form,” Meshal
said.

“Palestinians are to govern
Palestinians. Gaza belongs to
the people of Gaza and to
Palestine. We will not accept
foreign rule,” he added.

[
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|GP Odho takes

notice of traders’
complaints

against extortion
threats

KARACHI: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
Traders and industrialists have
shown their grievances over
the continuous threats from
extortion mafias, requesting
the authorities to take prompt
action.

Sindh police chief Javed
Alam Odho has taken notice of
the complaints and directed
Karachi police chief Azad Khan
to look into the issue.

The menace of extortionists
continues to worry
industrialists in Karachi,
rendering them helpless.
Disturbed by extortionists,
factories in North Karachi

Industrial Area have started

closing down.

Officials say around 100
industrialists in North Karachi
Industrial Area have received
extortion slips and many
industrialists have paid the
extortion amount to save their
lives.

President North Karachi
Association of Traders and
Industry Faisal Moeez said on
Thursday an extortion network
is operating from outside
Pakistan and industrialists
including Samad Kathiawari,
Veer Lakho and Jamil Chaga
are receiving threatening calls
from the network.

IGP Odho took notice of the

complaints of the President

North Karachi Association of
Trade and Industry. He
directed the additional IG
Karachi to immediately contact
the traders, review all the
legitimate concerns of the
traders and resolve them
immediately. A comprehensive
report should also be
submitted after thoroughly
investigating the complaints,
concerns and allegations of the
traders.

Additional IG Karachi Azad
Khan met delegations
representing the business
community at the Karachi
Police Office.

The delegation of All City
Tajir Ittehad was led by
Muhammad Ahmed Shamsi,
while the delegation of All
Tajir Anjuman-e-Tajiran was
led by Abdul Samad Khan. The
delegations also included
officials from various markets
and commercial centers.
During the meeting, the overall
law and order situation in the
city, crime prevention, security
arrangements in commercial
centers, encroachments,
parking, traffic and other
issues were discussed.

The city police chief assured

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X
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the delegations that the
protection of lives and
property of the business
community is the top priority
of the police. He said that
intelligence-based targeted
operations are underway
against criminal elements,
while patrolling and snap
checking in markets and
business areas are being made
more effective. The meeting
agreed to continue mutual
cooperation for peace and
stability in the city.

Talking to The News,
Additional IG Karachi Azad
Khan said the figure of 100
extortion threats claimed by
the

exaggerated; however,

industrialists is
industrialists have received
extortion threats and
investigations are underway.
He said that taking up the
issue, he had directed the DIG
and SSP of the area to meet
with the North Karachi
Association members. At this,
the officials went there, heard
their grievances and also
reviewed the complaints
submitted by traders and
industrialists who had received

extortion threats.

He added that most of the
extortion threats were from
local gangs whose members
went abroad and were
threatening them. He said the
police were investigating the
complaints. Moreover, he
directed the DIG and SSP to
beef up the security of the

industrialists and the industrial

zone and catch the culprits.
President North Karachi
Association of Traders
and Industry Faisal
Moeez said on Thursday

an extortion network is
operating from outside
Pakistan and
industrialists including
Samad Kathiawari, Veer
Lakho and Jamil Chaga
are receiving threatening
calls from the network

Moreover, DIG East Range
Dr Farrukh Ali attended a
meeting held at the Secretariat
Office of SITE Super Highway
Association of Trade Industry
Karachi. The meeting was
welcomed by the president of
the association, Masood
Pervez, Shahenshah Alam, and
other members.

The meeting discussed the

issue of law and order in SITE
Super Highway industrial
areas and providing protection
to factory owners.

Pervez said patrolling
should be increased in the
industrial area and special
measures should be taken
regarding street crime. In
particular, the arrested accused
should be brought to the
concerned. Another member
Shahnshah Alam said special
attention should also be paid to
the issue of land grabbing,
illegal plots, encroachment of
hotels, cabins and traffic jams.

DIG East Dr Farrukh Ali said
that a zero tolerance policy is
being followed in cases of
harassment of factory owners,
making illegal demands,
blackmailing and extortion.

He added that the East
Range police are making every
effort to provide a peaceful and
conducive environment for
industrialists to continue their
business activities without fear
and further instructions have
been given that the complaints
of factory owners should be
redressed promptly and
effective action should be taken

against the malicious elements.
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SOEs'

surge 300pc
to Rs123bn in

FY25

\osses

ISLAMABAD:
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) While witnessing

a 300 per cent surge in net

(Crime

losses of State Owned
Enterprises (SOEs) in FY25, the

finance ministry reported on
Friday, adding that 25 SOEs
posted an aggregate loss of
Rs832 billion.

The net losses climbed to
Rs123 billion in FY25,

compared to Rs30.6 billion in
FY?24, witnessing an increase of
300pc.

The National Highway
Authority (NHA) incurred the
highest loss at Rs294.9 billion,
followed by Quetta Electric
Supply Company (Qesco)
Rs112.7 billion, Peshawar
Electric Supply Company
(Pesco) Rs92.7 billion, Pakistan
Railways Rs60.3 billion, and
PIA Holding Company
Limited Rs48.9 billion in the =
Financial Year 2025. 4

According to the SOEs
report, released by the finance
other

ministry, major

loss-making entities included
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National Power Parks
Management Company (Rs46.1
billion),
Hydropower Company (Rs29.4
billion), Pakistan Steel Mills
(Rs26 billion), and Sukkur
Electric Power Company
(Rs25.3 billion).

Further losses were reported
by Pakistan Post Office (Rs19.3
billion), Pakistan Agricultural

Neelum-Jhelum

Storage & Services Corporation
(Rs19 billion), Hyderabad
Electric Supply Company
(Rs12.9 billion), Lahore Electric
Supply Company (Rs12.7
billion), and GENCO-II (Rs10.3
billion).

Smaller losses were recorded

by National Insurance

-~ Company (Rs2.9 billion),
" CPPA-G (Rs2.0 billion),

Islamabad Electric Supply

' Company (Rs1.4 billion),

Pakistan Television
Corporation (Rs0.6 billion),
Private Power & Infrastructure
Board (Rs0.47 billion), Pakistan

. Expo Centres (Rs0.22 billion),

Hazara Electric Supply
Company (Rs0.04 billion),
National Construction Limited
(Rs0.03 billion), and Pakistan

.~ Broadcasting Corporation

. (Rs0.03 billion).

: N
.
“

In FY2025 (July 2024 to June
2025),
posted an aggregate profit of

profit-making SOEs

Rs709 billion, with earnings
heavily concentrated among a
small group of entities. The top
contributors were Oil and Gas
Development Company
Limited at Rs169.9 billion,
followed by Pakistan
Petroleum Limited (Rs89.9
billion), National Bank of
Pakistan (Rs56.7 billion), Water
and Power Development
Authority (Rs52.3 billion), and
Government Holdings
(Private) Limited (Rs48.5
billion).
Other
generators included Karachi
Port Trust (Rs35.3 billion), Port
Qasim Authority (Rs35.1
billion), Pak Arab Refinery
Company (Rs22.2 billion),
Pakistan National Shipping
Corporation (Rs20.4 billion),
State Life
Corporation (Rs14.8 billion),
SNGPL (Rs14.6 billion),
Pakistan State Oil (Rs14.2

billion), Gujranwala Electric

major profit

Insurance

Power Company (Rs13.7
billion), Zarai Taraqiati Bank
Limited (Rs9.7 billion), Saindak
Metals (Rs8.4 billion), NTDC

(Rs7.6 billion), SSGPL (Rs7.4
billion for nine months), and
PIACL (Rs6.8 billion for six .
months). Overall, a handful of
prominent SOEs account for
nearly 90 per cent of total
profits, underscoring a high
degree of
concentration within the/
portfolio. These entities
the

profitability backbone of the

effectively form

SOE sector, generating the

surplus that partially offsets /

persistent losses across the
remaining SOEs—and, in
classic portfolio terms, carrying
far more weight than their
headcount would suggest.

In FY2025, the balance sheet
of State-Owned Enterprises
(SOEs)

combination of positive and

presented a

negative trends. Total equity
saw an increase of 7pc, rising
from Rs5,865.2 billion in
FY2024 to Rs6,245.7 billion in
FY2025. This growth was
primarily driven by
recapitalisation efforts and
significant equity injections,
particularly in the power sector
to clear circular debt stock. On
the liabilities side, there was a

moderate improvement, as
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total liabilities decreased by
3pc. The figure declined from
Rs32,570.5 billion to Rs31,742.4
billion over the course of the
year. Total assets remained
largely unchanged, exhibiting
only a marginal decrease of
1pc. The value of assets moved
from Rs38,435.7 billion to
Rs37,988.1 billion, indicating

driven by significant changes
across various components: ®
Equity Injections: The most
notable increase was observed
in equity injections, which
amounted to Rs728.9 billion in
FY2025.

one off power sector circular

These are related to

debt clearing, payment to IPPs
which are reflected in the form

Other major profit generators included
Karachi Port Trust (Rs35.3 billion), Port Qasim
Authority (Rs35.1 billion), Pak Arab Refinery
Company (Rs22.2 billion), Pakistan National
Shipping Corporation (Rs20.4 billion), State

Life Insurance Corporation (Rs14.8 billion),
SNGPL (Rs14.6 billion), Pakistan State Oil

(Rs14.2 billion), Gujranwala Electric Power

Company (Rs13.7 billion), Zarai Taraqiati
Bank Limited (Rs9.7 billion), Saindak Metals
(Rs8.4 billion)

relative stability in the overall
asset base of the SOE sector
during FY2025.

In FY2025, government fiscal
support to the SOEs saw an
increase, rising to Rs2,078.5
billion. This represents a 37pc
growth compared to the
previous year’s support of
Rs1,512.9 billion. The

expansion of fiscal support was

of equity injections aimed at
strengthening the financial
positions of key SOEs.

Loans to SOEs: Government
loans provided to SOEs also
grew, climbing by 34pc from
Rs263.3 billion to Rs354.1
billion. This underscores the
government’s ongoing
commitment to providing

direct financial resources to

support SOE operations and
restructuring.

Grants and Subsidies: In
contrast to the increases in
guarantees, loans, and equity,
both grants and subsidies
experienced declines. Grants
fell by 27pc to Rs269.2 billion,
while subsidies dropped by
7pc, reaching Rs726.3 billion.
These reductions may reflect
shifting government priorities
or improved operational
efficiencies in certain areas.

Sovereign Guarantees: These
increased markedly, from
Rs1,419.0 billion in FY2024 to
Rs2,164.0 billion in FY2025,
reflecting a 52pc rise. This
change is not due to the
addition of new guarantees,
but rather accounting for
self-liquidating guarantees on
stock.

In FY2025, the federal
government collected Rs12,970
billion in tax revenue, of which
approximately Rs2,078 billion
(about 16pc) was channelled
back to SOEs through
subsidies, equity injections,
grants, and loans. In practical
terms, every Rsé6 collected in

taxes results.

YAQAQ QA Qe
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people's
law &

M urges KP CM

to work for

welfare,
order

ISLAMABAD:
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk)Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
the
government’s support for
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s uplift,
urged

(Crime

assuring federal

the provincial
government to fulfill its
responsibilities to establish law
and order in the province,
besides providing education
and health facilities to its

' people.

The prime minister, in a
meeting with KP Chief
Minister Sohail Afridi here,
emphasised cooperation
between the federal and
provincial government for the
development and prosperity of
the province’s people, calling it
essential for provincial law and
order too.

The meeting — which lasted

for over an hour — was the
tirst since Afridi took office as
the provincial chief executive
on October 13 last year.
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi, Prime Minister’s
Adviser to Political and Public
Affairs Rana Sanaullah,
Minister for Kashmir Affairs
Amir Mugam and Adviser to
the KP government on finance
Muzzammil Aslam attended
the meeting.

The prime minister stressed
the need to further intensify
the provincial government’s
efforts to establish peace and
security and strengthen its
institutions to combat
terrorism. He said that the
federal and provincial
governments would continue
joint efforts to eliminate
terrorism, urging the

provincial government to

fulfill its responsibilities for
establishing law and order in
the province as well as for
public welfare.

He said that as the KP
government was empowered
to ensure the uplift of the
education and health sectors, it
should take the required
measures. Calling the KP
province an important unit of
the federation, he said the
federal government had
always been striving for the =
betterment of the KP’s people
and would continue similar
within its jurisdiction.

Emphasising close relations
and effective coordination
between the federation and the
provinces as key to national
progress and public service,
Shehbaz also assured
cooperation within the federal
framework for development
projects, improvement of basic
infrastructure, education,
health and
employment opportunities in
the KP.

He said that the federal

government was committed to

increasing

taking all provinces along and
acting on the vision of uniform

development, saying that the

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X
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goals of national unity,
stability and prosperity could
only be achieved through
mutual consultation and
collaborative action.

Speaking to journalists after

will be discussed in detail.
“We are already speaking
openly and presenting our
position clearly,” the chief
minister said, responding to a

question about the province’s

for communities that have
borne such heavy losses. :

Separately, Mugam — while
speaking to media — said that
serving the KP people remains

the government’s top priority

\

the meeting, the KP chief stance on counterterrorism and and stressed that regular . »

minister said no political governance matters. meetings and coordination

N L]

F

between the federal and

VY

N

matters were discussed during  Addressing speculation

N

his meeting with the prime about political engagement, provincial governments are

N
)

N
\
\

essential.

minister, stressing that the
discussion remained focused
on governance, security and
financial issues facing the
province.

Afridi said that Rs2,600
billion meant for the merged
tribal districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has remained
blocked, adding that the matter
- -was taken up directly with the
- prime minister. “The prime

minister has issued directions

' for the release of Rs26 billion

funds,” the chief minister said.
Referring to the security
situation in the province,

Afridi said terrorism has no

.. province and no country, and

stressed that it must be
confronted as a national
challenge. He announced that

after Eid, a follow-up meeting

B - will be held in which terrorism

\ _- and related security matters

Afridi categorically said that
no discussion was held about
any meeting with incarcerated
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan. He
further clarified that nothing
was discussed regarding a
meeting between the PTI
founder and his sisters.

Commenting on the
country’s financial situation,
the KP chief minister said that
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) report on Rs5,300
billion is effectively a “charge
sheet”, reflecting serious
financial and governance
shortcomings.

Highlighting the situation in
conflict-affected tribal regions,
Afridi said that the people of
Tirah, Kurram and Bajaur are
making enormous sacrifices,
adding that an allocation of

Rs4 billion is virtually nothing

According to Muqgam, the

chief minister clearly conveyed

during the meeting that the = ~

country and its institutions

must move forward
collectively.

Meanwhile, World Bank
Group President Ajay Banga
who called on him at the PM
House, the prime minister
acknowledged the Group’s
valuable support which had
been instrumental in
advancing Pakistan’s economic
development and reforms.

The prime minister
welcomed Ajay Banga at his
first official visit as WB
president, and appreciated the
Group for its long-standing
partnership with Pakistan and
its commitment to supporting
the development priorities of

the country especially through

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X
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the
Partnership Framework (CPF).

10-year Country

The premier also appreciated
Banga’s leadership in
transforming the World Bank
Group into more impactful
development partner.

He stated that the
government was vigorously
working on economic reform
agenda with multi-pronged,
comprehensive, structural and
home grown programme
aimed at sustainable economic
stability.

The prime minister
appreciated the support of the
World Bank Group in resilient
infrastructure, agribusiness,

digital development, energy,

~ human capital, fiscal reforms

and increasing productive

private investment for job

' creation and growth.

N "
b
\
.
.

Shehbaz

reiterated the need to fast-track

and Banga

implementation and ensure

strong oversight to deliver

. impact at speed and scale on

CPF-aligned priorities.
These measures would duly
assist the prime minister’s

initiative to address and

. resolve Implementation

Bottlenecks in development

projects.

The prime minister
expressed the government’s
commitment to structural
reforms that would unlock
job-rich growth and further
strengthen investors’
confidence.

Ajay Banga expressed his
gratitude to Shehbaz for his
reception and hospitality in
Pakistan. He commended
Government of Pakistan’s
ongoing reform efforts and
reaffirmed his commitment to
deepening cooperation
through a One World Bank
Group approach.

He added that greater
leverage of private resources,
in addition to strong

with

development partners, was

coordination

necessary to meet the ambition
of the government’s reform
agenda.

Separately, talking to United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization
(Unesco) Director General Dr
Khaled El-Enany, who called
on him at the PM House, the
prime minister reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to

Unesco’s core values in

advancing inclusive and
quality education,
safeguarding cultural heritage -
and strengthening resilience in
the face of global challenges.

While congratulating Dr
Enany on his election as
Unesco DG, he commended
the important work being
carried out by Unesco and
expressed Pakistan’s desire for
continued collaboration with
the organisation, under Dr _
Enany’s able leadership. _

The prime minister
highlighted various initiatives
being undertaken by the
Government of Pakistan for the
promotion of education,
particularly the “Education
Emergency” that aims to
maximise the enrollment of
out-of-school children.

He shared the invaluable
experiences, best practices and
highly successful track record
achieved in the education
sector during his tenure as
Punjab chief minister.

During the meeting, the
prime minister also expressed
satisfaction at Unesco’s
support in the protection and
preservation of six cultural

heritage sites in Pakistan and

[
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invited Unesco to partner with outstanding dues to the chairman Imran Khan. The
Pakistan for enlisting more province, especially related to meeting noted that information "
sites such as the Khewra Salt the NFC and NHP so that about his health has caused .
Mines. practical solutions could be anxiety across the country.
Meanwhile, a joint found for its people. It demanded that the jailed
parliamentary party meeting of =~ Chaired by party Chairman leader be given immediate and

PTI lawmakers welcomed the Barrister Gohar Ali Khan, the full access to his doctor, that

N L]
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minister and KP CM to resolve Chief Minister Sohail Khan without delay, and that he be’
issues facing the province. Afridi, Chief Whip in the NA released immediately.
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The meeting decided to Malik Amir Dogar, and  Tribute was paid to the
intensify a street movement to members of the National wunparalleled sacrifices made

ensure the success of a peaceful Assembly and Senate. by the tribal districts for the _

meeting between the prime meeting was attended by KP meetings with him be resumed

shutter-down and wheel-jam Participants stressed that the country, with a resolve that :

strike on February 8. It stated federation should fulfill its these sacrifices will not be in
that the public mandate was constitutional responsibilities. vain. The meeting stressed the
stolen on February 8 and that The meeting also discussed the immediate rehabilitation and
people would voluntarily close country’s overall political, full compensation of families
their shops to peacefully security and provincial affected by migration from
protest this injustice. situation in detail. Tirah Valley during severe
The party strongly It strongly condemned weather.

condemned what it termed the recent terrorist attacks in The gathering fully
“arrests of party workers in Balochistan and expressed supported the decisions of the

" Sindh and Punjab and raids on deep sorrow over the Khyber Jirga and called on all
" their homes,” calling such martyrdom of security relevant institutions to play an
tactics a clear negation of personnel and innocent active role in establishing
democracy, the constitution, civilians. Heartfelt condolences lasting peace in tribal districts
and fundamental human were extended to the families and resolving public issues

. rights. of the martyrs, with a effectively. The meeting
Ahead of the Senate and reiterated resolve that the concluded with the resolve that
National Assembly sessions, nation stands united against the PTI will continue its
the meeting —held at Khyber terrorism. struggle at all levels to protect
PakhtunkHhwa Serious concern was the constitutional, democratic

. . House—demanded that the expressed over news regarding and political rights of the

‘. federation immediately pay all the health of PTI founding people.
MONTHLY CRIME OBSERVER X
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ew Epsteln
accuser claims
sexual
encounter with
ex-prince
Andrew: report

LONDON: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk) A
second Jeffrey Epstein accuser
has alleged the late US sex
offender sent her to Britain for
a sexual encounter with former
prince Andrew
Mountbatten-Windsor, the
BBC reported.

A US lawyer for the woman
told the broadcaster late on
Saturday the alleged encounter
occurred at the ousted royal’s
residence on the Windsor
estate, west of London, in 2010
when she was in her 20s.

The latest account emerged
the US Justice

Department released a huge

after

new batch of documents on the

Epstein case, including

photographs of Andrew
kneeling over a woman lying
on the floor.

UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer has said the disgraced
royal should accept requests to
testify before the US Congress
about Epstein’s crimes.

Brad Edwards, from the
Florida legal firm Edwards
Henderson, said that after
spending the night with
Andrew, the woman said she
was given a tour of
Buckingham Palace.

He added there were
communications between his
client and the former prince
before the alleged encounter
and that he is now considering

filing a civil lawsuit on her

behalf.

The lawyer, who reportedly
represents more than 200
survivors of Epstein abuse, did
not immediately respond to
AFP’s request for comment.

Andrew could not be
reached for comment but has
repeatedly denied any
wrongdoing linked to
Epstaein. The claim comes
more than a decade after
sexual assault accusations
against the ex-Duke of York by
another Epstein accuser,
Virginia Giuffre, first emerged
publicly.

Giuffre, a US and Australian
citizen who took her own life
last year, has alleged she was
trafficked to have sex with
Andrew three times, including
twice when she was 17.

After she launched a lawsuit
against him, he paid her a
multi-million-pound
settlement in 2022 without
making any admission of guilt.

King Charles III stripped his
brother of his royal titles and
honours late last year after
Giuffre recounted the claims in
shocking detail in a

posthumous memoir.

PAQAGA Rk @A
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of democracy,

Trump has attacked pillars

Watch says

Human Rights

WASHINGTON: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk)US President
Donald Trump has attacked
key pillars of his country’s
democracy, Human Rights
Watch warned on Wednesday
in its annual report, citing the
Republican president’s
immigration crackdown,
threats to voting rights and
other policies.

Human Rights Watch
Executive Director Philippe
Bolopion said global
democracy was now back at
1985 levels, according to some

metrics. He said Russia, China

' and the United States were all

less free than 20 years ago, and
72 per cent of the world’s
population was now living
under autocracy.

“It’s actually incredible to
the

administration has really

see how Trump
undermined all the pillars of
US democracy, all the checks

and balances on power,”

Bolopion told reporters.”We

see a sort of very hostile
environment in the US and a
the

quality of democracy in this

very rapid decline of ...

country.”

The White House did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment.Bolopion
also said in the report that the
Trump administration had
leaned on racist tropes and
“embraced policies and
rhetoric that align with white
nationalist ideology.”

He criticised what he said
was degrading treatment of
immigrants and asylum
seekers, the killing of two
people in Minneapolis, and the
deportation of hundreds of
migrants to a mega-prison in El
Salvador known for its harsh
conditions, among other
elements of Trump’s
immigration crackdown.
hardline

immigration agenda was a

]JTrump’s

potent campaign issue that
helped him win a return to the
White House in 2024. Trump

wanted Americans to feel safe
in their communities and had
pledged to remove “dangerous
criminal aliens” from the US, a
spokesperson said in defense
of his immigration policy last
week.

Human Rights Watch also
cited strikes on suspected drug’”
boats and criticized Trump for
turning Venezuela over to
President Nicolas Maduro’s
deputy after his capture, which
Bolopion told reporters in a
news conference was “risking a
new human rights
disaster.” Trump has said he
should get the Nobel Peace
Prize for his efforts to broker
peace in a number of global
conflicts.

Human Rights Watch was
skeptical, saying he had
downplayed serious human
rights violations by Russia in
Ukraine, done nothing to stop
atrocities in Sudan, and failed
to pressure the Israeli
government to stop crimes in
Gaza, where Human Rights
Watch has accused Israel of
committing genocide and
extermination. Israel has
repeatedly rejected any

accusation of genocide.
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lran fears US
strike may
reignite
protests, imperil
rule

DUBAI: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
Iran’s leadership is
increasingly worried a US

strike could break its grip on

protests,

power by driving an already
enraged public back onto the
streets, following a bloody
crackdown on anti-government

according to six

current and former officials.

In high-level meetings,
officials told Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei that
public anger over last month’s
crackdown -- the bloodiest
since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution-- has reached a
point where fear is no longer a
deterrent, four current officials
briefed on the discussions said.

The officials said Khamenei
was told that many Iranians
were prepared to confront
security forces again and that
external pressure such as a
limited US strike could

embolden them and inflict
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irreparable damage to the
political establishment.

One of the officials told
Reuters that Iran’s enemies
were seeking more protests so
as to bring the Islamic Republic
to an end, and “unfortunately”
there would be more violence
if an uprising took place.

“An attack combined with
demonstrations by angry
people could lead to a collapse
(of the ruling system). That is
the main concern among the
top officials and that is what
our enemies want,” said the
official, who like the other
officials contacted for this story
declined to be named due to
the sensitivity of the matter.

The reported remarks are
significant because they
suggest private misgivings
inside the leadership at odds
with Tehran’s defiant public
stance towards the protesters
and the US The sources
declined to say how Khamenei
responded. Iran’s Foreign
Ministry did not immediately
respond to a Reuters request
for comment on this account of
the meetings.

Multiple sources told
Reuters last week that US

President Donald Trump is
weighing options against Iran
that include targeted strikes on
security forces and leaders to
inspire protesters, even as
Israeli and Arab officials said
air power alone would not
topple the clerical rulers.

Any such uprising in the
wake of a US strike would
stand in contrast to Iranians’

response to Israeli and US

In high-level meetings,

officials told Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei that public
anger over last month’s
crackdown -- the
bloodiest since the 1979
Islamic Revolution

bombing attacks on Iran’s
nuclear programme back in
June, which was not followed
by

demonstrations.But a former

anti-government

senior moderate official said
the situation had changed since
the crackdown in early
January. “People are extremely
angry,” he said, adding a US
attack could lead Iranians to
rise up again. “The wall of fear

has collapsed. There is no fear

left.”

Tensions between Tehran
and Washington are running
high. The arrival of a US
aircraft carrier and supporting
warships in the Middle East
has expanded Trump’s ability
to take military action if he so
wishes, after repeatedly
threatening intervention over
Iran’s bloody crackdown.
Several opposition figures,
who were part of the
establishment before falling
out with it, have warned the
leadership that “boiling public
anger” could result in a
collapse of the Islamic system.

“The river of warm blood
that was spilled on the cold
month of January will not stop
boiling until it changes the
course of history,” former
prime minister Mirhossein
Mousavi, who has been under
house arrest without trial since
2011,
published by the pro-reform
“In what

language should people say

said in a statement
Kalameh website.

they do not want this system
and do not believe your lies?
Enough is enough. The game is
over’,” Mousavi added in the

statement.
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France
summons Musk,
raids X offices
as deepfake
backlash grows

PARIS: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)

French authorities summoned

“voluntary interview” and
searched the local offices of his

social media network X on

billionaire Elon Musk to a Tuesday in a probe into alleged

political interference and
sexual deepfakes, prosecutors
said.

The operation comes as both
Britain and the European
Union have opened separate
probes into the creation of
sexualised deepfakes of
women and children by
Musk’s Al chatbot Grok.

The French investigation,
which began in January 2025
over allegations X’s algorithm
was used to interfere in French
politics, now also includes a
Grok’s

dissemination of Holocaust

probe into

denials and sexual deepfakes.
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“Summons for voluntary
interviews on April 20, 2026, in
Paris have been sent to Mr
Elon Musk and Ms Linda
Yaccarino, in their capacity as
de facto and de jure managers
of the X platform at the time of
the Paris

prosecutor’s office said.

the events,”

Yaccarino resigned as CEO
of X in July last year after two
years at the helm of the
company.

Authorities were conducting
a search on Tuesday morning
at X’s French premises as part
of the investigation, the
prosecutor’s office added.

EU police agency Europol

said it provided on-the-ground

- support, deploying an analyst,

~ for Tuesday’s raid.

The French probe focuses on

' several suspected criminal

offences including complicity
in possessing child sexual

abuse material and denial of

crimes against humanity.

X employees have also been
summoned to appear between
April 20 and 24 “to be heard as
witnesses”, said Paris

prosecutor Laure Beccuau,

. whose office announced in a
\\ e

N

\ final message on X it would be

leaving the platform.
Contacted by AFP, a lawyer for
X, Kami Haersi,

comment.

declined to

Telegram founder Pavel

Durov -- who is under
investigation in France over
illegal content on his
messaging app -- however
blasted the raid.

“France is the only country
in the world that is criminally
persecuting all social networks
that give people some degree
of freedom,” the Russian-born
entrepreneur wrote on X,
naming Telegram, TikTok, and
X.

Durov, who holds French
and Russian passports, has
been accused of complicity in
running an online platform
that allowed illicit transactions,
images of child sex abuse and
other illegal content --
allegations he denies.

-’Serious concerns’-

The investigation comes as
part of a broader international
backlash against Grok after it
emerged that users could
sexualise images of women
and children using simple text
prompts such as “put her in a
bikini”

or “remove her

clothes”.

In a separate probe, Britain’s"

data regulator on Tuesday -

launched investigations into
Musk’s X and

whether the companies

xAl to see

complied with personal data

laws when it came to Grok’s

o
generation of sexualised

deepfakes.
“The reported creation and

circulation of such content

raises serious concerns under

UK data protection law and /

v
A

presents a risk of significant/

potential harm to the public,”
the

Commissioner’s Office said in

Information

a statement.

In late January, the European
Union also hit X with an
investigation over Grok’s
generation of sexualised
deepfake images of women
and minors.

- ‘Politically motivated” -

Paris cybercrime prosecutors
called for the police probe in
July 2025 to investigate
suspected crimes -- including
manipulating and extracting
data from automated systems
“as part of a criminal gang” --
after receiving two complaints

in January 2025.

[
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L knowledge of the matter told
! S O m e UAE Reuters, the latest sign that a
1 1 . .
= . rift between the two Gulf oil
- C O m P a n I e S P u ‘ ‘ powers is seeping into business
| interests.
E O u t O _F S a u d i The World Defence Show is
set to take place in Riyadh
! from February 8-12. It was not
';' d 'F h immediately clear if all the’
S immediately clear if a e
% e e n C e S OW aS UAE participants involved in
/

the country pavilion had
Gulf rift spills |

There was no immediate

| N to b usiness comment by the UAE foreign

ministry or the Saudir

DUBAI: (Crime Observer pulled out of a major defence government media office on
Staff Reporter + Media Desk) show taking place in Saudi the matter.

Some UAE companies have Arabia, two sources with direct Once the twin pillars of

(4 ®
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regional security, the two Gulf
heavyweights have seen their
interests diverge on everything
from oil quotas to geopolitics.
Their disagreements came
out into the open in December
when an advance by a
UAE-backed southern Yemeni
separatist group brought it too
close to Saudi borders for

¢} comfort and quickly escalated

to a Saudi-led coalition strike
on a UAE-linked weapons
shipment at the port of
Mukalla.

The UAE has

withdrawn all its forces from

since

Yemen, but tensions have
grown with Saudi Arabia
alleging the UAE had helped a
leading Yemeni separatist
figure escape through Somalia.
The UAE withdrawal from
the annual defence event
shows the disagreement
between the two oil powers
could spill over into the many
trade and investment relations
that bind them together.
While

dealmaking remains largely

cross-border

unaffected for now, tensions
are starting to trickle down to
the business community which

has been quietly preparing for

potential disruptions even as
day-to-day commerce
continues, two Gulf-based
business sources have said.
The longer this latest Gulf

feud lingers the more fears are
The World Defence
Show is set to take
place in Riyadh from
February 8-12. It was
not immediately
clear if all the UAE

participants involved
in the country

pavilion had
withdrawn.
There was no
immediate comment
by the UAE foreign
ministry or the Saudi
government media
office on the matter.

likely to grow within the
business community of a
repeat of something similar to
the trade boycott that hit Qatar
in 2017 during its own standoff
with Gulf neighbours.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE
have $30 billion in trade ties,

with goods and executives

constantly moving between the
two.

During the Qatar blockade,
which ended in 2021, some
Saudi?linked funds imposed
restrictions preventing capital
from being deployed there —
conditions investors fear could
re?emerge if the current rift
widens.At the time, banks had
to choose whether to be on the
side of the UAE and Saudi or
Qatar.

This time around, the stakes
are high with the two
economies intricately
connected.

Saudi

family?owned conglomerates

Numerous

and major firms maintain
significant operations and
personnel in the UAE, where
many of their commercial
leadership teams are based.

Questions that would have
been unthinkable months ago
about potential disruptions to
flight schedules and supply
chains are now part of internal
risk assessments, the two
Gulf-based business sources
said.

“Everyone stands to lose if
this escalates,” said one senior

business figure.

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER &KX



I?W”’

1 T . ‘ | o related to Russia and China. =
- Some European Nato allies
= lrump still ams X
—— have defended Denmark’s .
] | .
- sovereignty over Greenland
| O r C O nt ro O and said Trump’s pressure
] | threatened to fracture the Nato
B G ‘ d alliance. v/
i re e n a n f S ays The US president has since
/ 7/ backed away from threats of
fA * force and said he had secured
SIS .
A total US access to Greenland in

a Nato deal, though details

COPENHAGEN: (Crime Washington still remain unclear. “The view
Observer Staff Reporter + fundamentally seeks to control upon Greenland and the
Media Desk)Greenland Prime the Arctic island. population has not changed:
Minister Jens-Frederik Nielsen Trump intensified calls for Greenland is to be tied to the
warned on Monday that while US control over Greenland at US and governed from there,”

US President Donald Trump the start of the year, citing Nielsen said in a speech to the

has ruled out military force, national security concerns jsland’s parliament in Nuuk,

-
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speaking via
translator.Nielsen said the US
continues seeking “paths to
ownership and control over
Greenland”.

The island’s government
said last week it had launched
a survey of the population’s
mental health situation at a

time of extraordinary pressure.

¢} “Some of our compatriots have

severe sleep problems, children
feel the worry and anxiety of
adults, and we all live with
constant uncertainty about
what may happen tomorrow,”
Nielsen said. “We want to say
it very clearly: This is
completely unacceptable”.
Diplomatic talks between the
US, Denmark and Greenland
began last week with senior
officials meeting to “discuss
how we can address American
concerns about security in the
Arctic while respecting the
Kingdom’s red lines,”
Denmark’s foreign ministry
said.Nielsen also praised
Denmark as a close partner
throughout the crisis. He has
previously stated that if
Greenlanders were forced to
choose between the US and

Denmark, they would choose

mention of independence for
Greenland.

For Greenland’s Inuit native
Trump intensified
calls for US control
over Greenland at
the start of the

year, citing

national security

concerns related to
Russia and China.
Some European
Nato allies have
defended
Denmark’s
sovereignty over
Greenland and said
Trump’s pressure
threatened to
fracture the Nato

alliance

population, the debate over
ownership clashes with

cultural values. Under

a Denmark. The speech made no Greenlandic law, people can

own houses but not the land
beneath them, reflecting the
Inuit concept of collective land
stewardship.

Diplomatic talks between the
US, Denmark and Greenland
began last week with senior
officials meeting to “discuss
how we can address American
concerns about security in the
Arctic while respecting the
Kingdom’s red lines,”
Denmark’s foreign ministry
said.

Nielsen also praised
Denmark as a close partner
throughout the crisis. He has
previously stated that if
Greenlanders were forced to
choose between the US and
Denmark, they would choose
Denmark.

The speech made no mention
of

Greenland. For Greenland’s

independence for
Inuit native population, the
debate over ownership clashes
with cultural values. Under
Greenlandic law, people can
own houses but not the land
beneath them, reflecting the
Inuit concept of collective land

stewardship.

YAQAQ QA Qe
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S judge to hear
st for
'immediate
takedown' of
Epstein files

WASHINGTON: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) A US federal
judge said he would hear a
request to block access to
investigative files linked to sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein on
Wednesday, after lawyers

- flagged unredacted names of

victims.

The latest development

" surrounding the case, which

continues to cast a long
shadow over Washington,

comes after Bill and Hillary

~ Clinton agreed to testify in a

. US House investigation.

The Justice Department
released more than three
million files last week related
to the investigation into the

disgraced financier, including

his links to high-profile figures.

The department was left
scrambling after names of
alleged victims, who were
supposed to be anonymized,

were left unredacted.

In a letter to judges seen by
AFP, Brad Edwards and
Brittany Henderson from the
Florida legal firm Edwards
Henderson cited an email
published in the cache of

documents “listing 32 minor

child victims, with only one

name redacted and 31 left”
visible.”

Another woman said that
her full address had been
published in the files.

The lawyers requested an
“immediate takedown” of the /"

government website showing

~

the files.
4“\§\

1Y

)

Jeffrey Epstein
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District Judge Richard M.
Berman said in a short order
seen by AFP that he would
hold a hearing on Wednesday,
adding: “I am not certain how
helpful I can be.”

On Sunday the Justice
Department said it was
“working around the clock” to
make further redactions to the
files after New York Times
journalists had found dozens
of naked photos that include
people’s faces.

Those photos have since
been largely removed or
redacted, the Times reported.

- ‘Setting a precedent’ -

The Epstein affair has
entangled some of the most

-~ prominent names in US

~ politics, highlighting the sharp
partisan battles that have
' shaped the scandal.

The House Rules Committee
had advanced resolutions
accusing the Clintons of

detying subpoenas to appear in

\ person to explain their links to

Epstein, who died in custody
in 2019.
Heading off a potential vote

to hold the couple in contempt,

.~ Clinton spokesman Angel
Urena said on X that “the

former President and former
Secretary of State will be there.
They look forward to setting a
precedent that applies to
everyone.”

The couple had originally
refused to appear before
lawmakers examining how
authorities handled earlier
investigations into the
deceased financier, who had
connections and
correspondence with the
world’s business and political
elite.

Democrats say the probe is
being weaponized to attack
political opponents of Trump --
himself a longtime Epstein
associate who has not been
called to testify -- rather than to
conduct legitimate oversight.

Trump spent months trying
to block the disclosure of
investigative files linked to
Epstein, who moved in elite
circles for years, cultivating ties
with billionaires, politicians,
academics and celebrities.

Neither Trump nor the
Clintons have been accused of
criminal wrongdoing related to
Epstein’s activities.

In letters where they initially
in

refused to appear

Washington, the Clintons had =

argued that the subpoenas:
were invalid because they -
lacked a clear legislative
purpose.
Republicans say the
Democratic couple’s past links
to the business tycoon,
including Bill Clinton’s use of "
his private jet in the early
2000s, justify in?person
questioning under oath.
the

Instead, couple _

submitted sworn written ’

statements describing their/
knowledge of Epstein and his
associate Ghislaine Maxwell,
who is serving a 20-year prison
sentence for sex trafficking.

Bill Clinton acknowledged
flying on Epstein’s plane for
Clinton Foundation-related
humanitarian work, but said
he never visited his private
island.

Hillary Clinton said she had
no meaningful interactions
with Epstein, never flew on his
plane and never visited his
island.

After the Clintons agreed to
testify, the Rules Committee
decided Monday evening to
suspend its vote on the

contempt proceedings.
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US pressin
Ukraine an
Russia to end
war by June,
/elensky says

KYIV, Ukraine: (Crime wants Ukraine and Russia to

Observer Staff Reporter + end their nearly four-year war

talks between the two sides in
Florida next week, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
said.

US-led efforts to end
Europe’s deadliest conflict
since World War II have
stepped up a gear in recent
weeks, but Moscow and Kyiv
remain at odds over the key
issue of territory.

Russia, which occupies
around 20 percent of its
neighbour, is pushing for full
control of Ukraine’s eastern

Donetsk region as part of any

Media Desk) The United States by June, and has offered to host

deal and has threatened to take

US President Donald Trump, left, greets Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky as
he arrives at the White House on August 18, 2025, in Washington, DC

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER E2X



N L]

e a
‘-_..fﬂ_ TH Ni

n S
mw

T

FrFrF g Fry )

it by force if talks fail.

But Ukraine says ceding
ground will embolden Moscow
and so it will not sign an
agreement that fails to deter
Russia from invading again.

“The United States has
proposed for the first time that
the two negotiating teams --
Ukraine and Russia -- meet in
the United States, probably in
Miami, in a week’s time,”
Zelensky told reporters in
comments made public early
Saturday. “They say that they
want to do everything by
” he added. The US has

mediated two rounds of

June,

negotiations between the two
sides in Abu Dhabi since
January, brokering a major
prisoner exchange but failing
to reach a breakthrough on
territory.

Both Moscow and Kyiv said
talks have been difficult.

‘Free economic zone’

Zelensky has repeatedly
expressed frustration that his
country is being asked to make
disproportionate compromises
compared to Russia. Ukraine
has proposed freezing the
conflict along the current front

lines. Russia has rejected this

and Washington has instead
pushed for Kyiv to convert the
land it currently controls in the
Donetsk region into a “free
economic zone” where neither
side has military control.
“Even if we come to the
creation of a free economic
zone, we will need fair and
reliable rules,” Zelensky said.
The two sides have also failed
“common

to reach a

understanding” on the issue of
US-led efforts to end
Europe’s deadliest
conflict since World
War II have stepped
up a gear in recent

weeks, but Moscow

and Kyiv remain at
odds over the key
issue of territory

the

Russian-occupied

control over
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power
plant, Zelensky said.

Russian forces seized the
plant, the largest in Europe, at
the start of the conflict and
have held onto it since.

Ukraine will not tolerate
Russia and the United States
making deals about Ukraine
behind its back, Zelensky

added.
Russia hits Ukraine’s grid

Throughout the negotiating
progress Russia has launched
waves of deadly strikes on
Ukraine that have cut heating
and power to millions during
freezing temperatures.

Kyiv says they are a war
crime. The country was forced
to request emergency
assistance from Poland on
Saturday after Russia hit the
Burshtynska and Dobrotvirska
power plants in western
Ukraine, causing blackouts
across the country, Energy
Minister Denys Shmygal said.

“Due to the damage caused
by the enemy, emergency
outages have been applied in
most regions,” grid operator
Ukrenergo said on Saturday.

Ukraine’s nuclear power
plants were forced to “reduce
their generation capacity”, the
energy ministry said.

Russia, which denies
targeting civilians, accused
Ukraine on Friday of
orchestrating the shooting of a
top military intelligence
general in Moscow, leaving
him wounded. Kyiv has yet to

comment.
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US urges new
three-way
nuclear deal
with Russia

and China

GENEVA: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
The United States on Friday
urged three-way talks with
Russia and China to set new
limits on nuclear weapons,
after the last treaty between
top nuclear powers
Washington and Moscow
expired.

China has already rejected
joining disarmament
negotiations “at this stage”,
while Russia suggested other
nuclear-armed states like
Britain and France should be
included.

“Arms control can no longer
be a bilateral issue between the

United States and Russia,” US

Secretary of State Marco Rubio
wrote in an online essay.

“Other countries have a
responsibility to help ensure
strategic stability, none more
so than China,” he said.

Thomas DiNanno, US under
secretary of state for arms
control, presented a new plan
to the UN Conference on
Disarmament, charging that
the New START treaty that
lapsed on Thursday had
“fundamental flaws”.

“Serial Russian violations,
growth of more worldwide
stockpiles and flaws in New
START s
implementation gives the
United States

design and

a clear

imperative to call for a new
architecture that addresses the
threats of today, not those of a
bygone era,” he told a United
Nations meeting in Geneva.

The expiration of New
START, which restricted the
United States and Russia to
1,550 deployed nuclear
warheads each, marks the first
time in decades that there is no
treaty to curtail the positioning
of the planet’s most destructive
weapons, sparking fears of a
fresh arms race.

US President Donald Trump
did not accept a proposal from
Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin to keep New START’s
restrictions in place for another
year. He called Thursday for a
“new, improved and
modernised treaty”.

“Russia and China should
not expect the United States to
stand still while they shirk
their obligations and expand
their nuclear forces,” Rubio
wrote.

“We will maintain a robust,
credible and modernised
nuclear deterrent.

“But we will do (so) while
pursuing all avenues to fulfil

the president’s genuine desire

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER XX
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for a world with fewer of these
awful weapons.”

Trump has said he wants to
restart nuclear testing for the
first time in decades, although
there has
follow-through.

been no

DiNanno accused China of
taking advantage of the
“legally-binding US-Russian
restraint to begin expanding its
arsenal at a historic pace”,
maintaining that it was “on
track to have over 1,000
nuclear warheads by 2030”.

“As we sit here today,
China’s entire nuclear arsenal
has no limits, no transparency,
no declarations, had no
controls,” he charged.

Russia and the United States
together control more than 80

percent of the world’s nuclear

' warheads.

But China’s nuclear arsenal
is growing faster than for any
other country, by about 100
new warheads a year since
2023,

Stockholm International Peace

according to the

Research Institute.
China’s ambassador Shen
Jian reiterated Beijing’s official

position on Friday, insisting to

. the disarmament body that

“China’s nuclear capabilities
are nowhere near the level of
those of the US or Russia”.

“China would not participate
in nuclear disarmament
negotiations at this stage.”

He insisted that “states
possessing the largest nuclear
arsenals should continue to
tulfil their special and primary

responsibilities for nuclear

disarmament”.

Russia and the United
States together control

more than 80 percent
of the world s nuclear
warheads

Russia, which has said it no
longer considers itself bound
by New START limits, insisted
that any new nuclear talks

should

nuclear-armed states such as

include other

France and Britain, its
ambassador Gennady Gatilov
told the conference.

Britain’s ambassador, David
Riley, appeared to dismiss the
idea, insisting that “the United
Kingdom maintains a
minimum credible nuclear
deterrent” and that arms
control talks should focus on

“those states with the largest

nuclear arsenals -- China,
Russia and the US”.

French ambassador Anne
Lazar-Sury meanwhile said
Paris believed that “credible
measures capable of reducing
the risk of nuclear weapons
use” should be “the objective
of all nuclear-armed states.”

The end of New START has
raised fears of a new arms race.

Senator Jeanne Shaheen, the
top Democrat on the US Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, =
said letting New START expire /"
without a successor agreement
in place “means we will lose
the last remaining guardrails
on Russian strategic nuclear
force”.

Trump said that New START
was “badly negotiated” and “is
being grossly violated”.

Russia in 2023 rejected
inspections of its nuclear sites
under the treaty, as tensions
rose with the United States
over Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.But Trump has
resumed diplomacy with
Putin’s Russia.

The two countries on
Thursday announced a
resumption of direct military

dialogue to avert crises.
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- Wa n l S “We are making some of the
= hardest choices we have to -
- make. Z
- " b n ‘FO r The WHO estimated 239
[ | million people would need
= \ / R g
- | urgent humanitarian assistance - /
| WO r S WO r S l this year, and said the money /
!/Z would keep essential health
'// * services afloat.
77 e a C rl Se S “A quarter of a billion

in 2026

GENEVA: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
The World Health
Organization on Tuesday
appealed for $1 billion to tackle

~ health crises this year across

~ the world’s 36 most severe

~.emergencies, including in

N

Gaza, Sudan, Haiti and
Afghanistan.

Hit by deep cuts in foreign
aid from wealthy countries, the
WHO made its emergency
request significantly lower
than in recent years, saying it
had to be realistic about how
much money would arrive.

“We are deeply worried
about the vast needs and how
we will meet them,” WHO

health emergencies chief
Chikwe Ihekweazu told

people are living through .
humanitarian crises that strip -~ .

the

protections: safety, shelter and

basic

/7“3

away most

access to health care,”

Ihekweazu said.

Organization

-9 )
O

\
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“In these settings, health
needs are surging, whether
due to injuries, disease
outbreaks, malnutrition or
untreated chronic diseases,” he
warned.

Washington, traditionally
the UN health agency’s biggest
donor, has slashed foreign aid

spending under President

¢} Donald Trump, who on his

first day back in office in
January 2025 handed the WHO
his country’s one-year
withdrawal notice.

Last year, the WHO
appealed for $1.5 billion, but
Ihekweazu said only $900
million came through -- below
2016 levels.

“We've calibrated our ask a
little bit more towards what is
available realistically,
understanding the situation
the

constraints that many countries

around the world,

have,” he said.

Ihekweazu said the WHO
was “hyper-prioritising”
high-impact services, focusing
on “where we can save the
most lives”.

He said the WHO was
shifting footing towards

enabling 1,500 local partners to

do more of the frontline work
on the ground.

- ‘Severe’ consequences
warning -

The 2026 priority emergency
responses also include the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
Myanmar, Somalia, South
Sudan, Syria, Ukraine and
Yemen, plus ongoing cholera

and mpox outbreaks.
Washington,
traditionally the UN
health agency’s
biggest donor, has
slashed foreign aid
spending under
President Donald

Trump, who on his
first day back in office
in January 2025
handed the WHO his
country’s one-year
withdrawal notice

if the

funding does not come

IThekweazu said

through, it “absolutely” leaves
the world more vulnerable to
epidemics and pandemics.

“Imagining that these
challenges will somehow
disappear without global
solidarity is wishful thinking,”
he said.

“The consequences might be
not only severe for them but
severe for the world.”

Last year’s top emergency
donors were the European
Union, Germany, Japan, Italy
and Britain.
the

immediate response to the

IThekweazu said

appeal was “quite
encouraging”.

“There are many countries
around the world we think can
and should do more...
countries that sometimes speak
the loudest don’t do the most,”
he said.

Last year, the WHO
responded to 50 health
emergencies in 82 countries,
reaching more than 30 million
people with essential services.

However, global funding
cuts forced 6,700 health
22

humanitarian settings to either

facilities across
close or reduce services,
“cutting 53 million people off
from health care”, Thekweazu
said.

“We are appealing to the
better sense of countries, and
of people, and asking them to
invest in a healthier, safer

world.”
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Pakistan has been invited to
take part in Iran-US talks
aimed at easing tensions

confirmation that

. between Tehran and
" Washington is not a small
. development. According to
' the Foreign Office, these
talks are part of
backchannel diplomatic
efforts involving multiple
' regional stakeholders, with
\ Pakistan and  Turkiye
reportedly  playing a
facilitative role behind the
scenes. Foreign Minister
Ishag Dar is likely to

.. represent Pakistan, showing

\\\' Islamabad’s growing

N\

relevance as a stabilising
actor at a time when the
Middle East
dangerously

another catastrophic
escalation. The talks come

stands
close to

against a troubling
backdrop. Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian has
confirmed that he ordered
the start of nuclear talks
with the US after President
Donald Trump threatened
that “bad things” would
happen if no deal was
reached. The US has already
dispatched an  aircraft
carrier group to the Middle
East following
anti-government protests in
Iran last month. While
President Trump has said
he remains hopeful of
“working something out",
his repeated warnings of
dire consequences point to a
familiar pattern of coercive
diplomacy that has
historically produced
instability. Iran, for its part,
insists it wants diplomacy
while vowing an unbridled
response to any aggression.
Thankfully, regional actors
have shown rare unanimity

in opposing any military -
adventure, Saudi Arabia
and the UAE publicly -
stating they will not allow

attacks on Iran to Dbe
launched from their
territories. The more

troubling assessment is that

the obvious purpose of such /
action would be forced

regime  change, likely
resulting in a US-backed
government that

would
function as an Israeli proxy.

For Islamabad, the stakes
are particularly high. There
is little doubt that the
Baloch insurgency is being
exploited by India to
destabilise Pakistan while
simultaneously hurting Iran
by fomenting separatist
sentiment in Iran’s Sistan
and Baluchestan province.
Any further weakening of
Iran  through  external
pressure or internal chaos
would only create more
space for hostile actors and
proxy groups. A
destabilised Iran would
mean increased support for
outfits such as the BLA and
the TTP. Seen in this light,
Pakistan’s quiet but active
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Iran-US
neither
altruistic.

role in easing
is
nor

tensions

accidental
After last year’s Iran-Israel
conflict and subsequent US
strikes, reports emerged of
Pakistan being a key player
in bringing down tensions
between = Tehran  and
Washington. Iran openly
thanked Pakistan’s political
and military leadership for
its constructive role during
that crisis. Despite periodic
ups and downs in bilateral
ties, Pakistan has
consistently ~demonstrated
solidarity with its neighbour

in moments of grave
~difficulty. This approach
- reflects a  clear-eyed

understanding that regional

. peace is a necessity for
' Pakistan’s stability. More

N\

"

broadly, any forced regime
change in Iran would have
worldwide repercussions.
After Israel’s continuing
genocide in Gaza and its
attacks on other countries in
the region, a coerced change
in Tehran would translate
into Israel gaining even
more leverage the
Muslim world.

in

This threat has been
correctly perceived by
Saudi Arabia and other
Arab countries, which is
why they have publicly
voiced their opposition to
any such scenario.
Observers also point out
that even if such plans

exist, Iran is no Libya. It is

a far more complex,
resilient state and any
attempt to remake it
through  force  would

almost certainly lead to a
prolonged and destructive
conflict. President Trump
is not someone inclined
towards a long war, which

makes dialogue not just

preferable
unavoidable. At this-
juncture, Washington

would do well to resist the
temptation to check off

Israel’s  foreign  policy
wishlist simply because
powerful lobbies have
leverage over its”

leadership. Foreign policy
cannot and should not be
dictated by blackmail or
ideological alignment at the
cost of global stability.
Better sense must prevail.
Pakistan’s involvement in
the Iran-US talks offers us
a rare opportunity to steer
events away from disaster
and towards diplomacy.

Editor-in-Chief

NA. TAHIR BHATTI RAJPUT

D

info.crimeobserver@yahoo.com

Website
www.crimeobserver.com

Facebook
CrimeObserver.pkl
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IELTS PREPARATION

OFFICE SUITE # 07-A, (MEZZANINE FLOOR) SHALIMAR HEIGHT,
PLOT NO. D - 29, GULNAB HOUSING SOCIETY., NEAR N.E.D. UNIVERSITY,
MAIN UNIVERSITY ROAD, KARACHI. POSTAL CODE: 75270.




& PAKISTAN MODERN
LANGIJAEE ACADEMY - PMLA

WORKING UNDER THE UMBRELLA OF THE UNIVERSAL
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF PAKISTAN - UHRCP

8 WE OFFERS WIDE RANGE OF INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES

ONE LANGUAGE AT A TIME, BRINGING THE WORLD CLOSER

COMFORTABLE SEATING & FULLY

EQUIPMENT CLASS ROOMS,

FULLY AIR CONDITIONED

ARABIC READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
CHINES READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
ENGLISH READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
FRENCH READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
READING, WRITING & SPOKEN |

T8IV READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
KOREAN READING, WRITING & SPOKEN |
70):916(€18):350 READING, WRITING & SPOKEN

A} READING, WRITING & SPOKEN

MANY OTHER INTERNATIONAL
LANGUAGES COURSES AVAILABLE

SEPARATE CLASSES FOR BOYS & GIRLS

FREE FOR DESERVING STUDENTS

POST BOX NO: 11198,
KARACHI, POST CODE: 75300.



