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Bi

awal urges
sales tax

devolution to
provinces

Islamabad: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
Pakistan

Chairman

People’s Party
Bhutto

Thursday proposed devolving

Bilawal

the collection of sales tax on

goods to provinces, arguing

that provincial revenue
~authorities had consistently
outperformed the FBR and

~.could help bridge the federal

fiscal gap while strengthening
economic self-sufficiency.
detailed
provincial
governance the
Presidency, he said the Sindh
Revenue Board (SRB) had
collected Rs28 billion in 2011,
compared to Rs 10 billion

Giving a
presentation  on

here at

collection by the Federal Board
of Revenue in 2010, a 68%

increase over federal collections

at the time, and Rs307 billion in
sales tax on services by 2024.
He said SRB’s average annual
growth rate of 19% far exceeded
the Federal Board of Revenue’s
10%.

The event was attended by
Acting President Syed Yousaf

Sindh cabinet, parliamentarians,

-

representatives of the business

community, diplomats, and
media persons.

Focusing on healthcare, the

7z 4

Raza Gilani, members of the

'l

T
%

P

PPP chairman said Sindh had . % -

health

allocations from 2.9 per cent of

increased

the provincial budget in 2008 to
nearly 10pc at present.

As regards education sector,

number of public universities

sector

the PPP chairman said the .
in Sindh had risen from 10 in /

2008 to 30 today, along with 18
additional university campuses
across the province.

On poverty alleviation, he
said the Sindh Rural Support

Pakistan People’s Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto

) L 19
[« L ——
{ ) s ]

\
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Organisation (SRSO)
programme had helped lift 1.4
million women out of poverty
through soft loans, with a
recovery rate of 98%. Recalling
the devastating floods of 2022,
Bilawal Bhutto said around 2.1
million houses were destroyed
the

response, the Sindh government

across province. In

¢} launched a massive housing

initiative to build 2.1 million
climate-resilient homes. Of
750,000 had been

completed, while around 1.5

these,

were under
He the

project had created nearly one

million
construction. said
million jobs, contributing to
reduced unemployment and
poverty.

In the agriculture sector, he
said the provincial government
distributed wheat seed worth
over Rs2.1 billion to 215,000
farmers following the floods,
leading to a bumper wheat
harvest of 4.5 million tonnes the
following season. He added
that 198,000 had

benefited from the Benazir Hari

farmers
Card programme, while a
Rs56bn wheat growers” support
package enabled cultivation on

nearly 1.96 million acres. He

noted that Sindh operated the

world’s  largest  irrigation
system, with more than 4,000
kilometres of canals.

Discussing access and
mobility, he said Sindh had a
road network of about 57,000
including 24,148
kilometres of newly constructed
roads. He added that until 2008

there were only five bridges

kilometres,

over the River Indus in Sindh,
Focusing on
healthcare, the PPP
chairman said Sindh
had increased health
sector allocations

from 2.9 per cent of
the provincial
budget in 2008 to
nearly 10pc at
present.

and that four additional bridges
had since been built.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said
public transport was virtually
absent in the province before
2008, but PPP-led initiatives
now facilitated daily travel for
200,000
through

over passengers,
the
introduction of electric buses.

He added that 202,000

including

workers had been registered
under the Benazir Mazdoor
Card programme.

On energy, he said Sindh had
the potential to generate 50,000
megawatts of wind energy,
alongside vast solar capacity.
Currently, 1,845MW was being
produced from wind projects.
He said 200,000 solar home
had
provided to households, with
another 275,000 homes set to be

solarised.

systems already been

He said Special Economic

Zones and  public-private

partnerships were a defining
the Sindh
noting  that
projects such as the Dhabeji

feature of

government,

Special Economic Zone had
received international
recognition. He cited the Thar

coal project as a successful PPP

model that contributed to
national power generation
while creating local

employment, with 71% of jobs
going to residents of Thar.

The PPP
highlighted
gains, saying mangrove forest

chairman also

environmental

cover in Sindh had expanded
from 270,000 acres to a record
675,000 acres.
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Pakistan as
regional
economic bridge

pitches

Bahrain: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
President Asif Ali Zardari, who
is on a four-day visit to Bahrain,
highlighted on Thursday that
Pakistan’s strategic geographic

connectivity,

linking  South

Asia, Central Asia, China and
the Middle East, complemented
the Gulf country’s financial
expertise ~ and  regulatory
framework.

He expressed these views

while addressing a reception at

the headquarters of Bahrain’s
Economic Development Board
(EDB), which is an investment
promotion agency, a statement
by the President’s Office said.
In his address, the president

underscored Pakistan’s
commitment to expanding
economic cooperation,
investment partnerships and
institutional  linkages  with

Bahrain, the statement said.

“President Zardari said the

EDB’s model of policy
coherence and investor
facilitation offers a useful

reference point for countries

pursuing  sustainable  and

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X
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inclusive growth,” the
statement said.

It added that he also noted
that
Bahrain’s development journey
with

strong

Pakistan followed

“admiration and sees
complementarities
between the two economies”.
Highlighting Pakistan’s
ongoing economic reforms, the
president said the country was
pursuing

stability, digital

modernisation and
investment-led growth. He
the

Investment Facilitation Council

pointed  to Special

as a “streamlined platform to
with

including

facilitate investors”,

priority
agriculture,

sectors

information

- technology, energy, minerals,

logistics and tourism.

Moreover, the president

' identified agriculture and food

security, information

technology and digital services,
renewable energy and logistics
as for

promising  areas

‘. Pakistan-Bahrain collaboration,

N
%

‘\‘\

the statement detailed.
It said the president also
“emphasised Pakistan’s

strategic geographic

- connectivity linking South Asia,

~ Central Asia, China and the

Middle East, which
complements Bahrain’s
financial expertise and

regulatory framework”.
While outlining economic
the

to

opportunities, president

also  referred regional
security challenges and their
impact on  development,
reaffirming Pakistan’s resolve
to counter extremism,
strengthen internal security and
pursue peaceful relations with
its neighbours, while
safeguarding national interests,

according to the statement.

“The president reaffirmed
Pakistan’s ~ commitment to
protecting  investment and

fostering mutually beneficial
partnerships, and thanked the
leadership of Bahrain and the
Economic Development Board
for their role in advancing
bilateral

cooperation.”

economic

Separately, a post on the
Presidency’s X account said
President also met Bahrain’s
Interior Minister Lt Gen Shaikh
Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa
in capital Manama today.

“Both leaders pledged closer
cooperation

on security,

counter-narcotics and

counter-terrorism and
reaffirmed strong bilateral ties,”
the post said. |

Later, King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa of Bahrain hosted a
luncheon honour  of

President Asif Ali Zardari, on

in
Thursday during
President’s four-day
visit to the Kingdom.
Accompanied by First Lady

Bibi Aseefa Bhutto Zardari, the

President was also invited by
the -

’ )"

His Majesty to view
Kingdom’s
collection of pure-bred Arabian
horses at the Royal Stud. This
exclusive tour of the private
stables offered a glimpse into
one of the most prestigious
equine collections globally.

The President was informed
that as a celebrated patron of
equine heritage, King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa personally
oversees the preservation of

ancient Bahraini strains,
including the Al Dahmeh,
Kuheilatul  Jellabieh, and
Kuheilatul Aafas. These

lineages are famed for their
“asil” (pure) status and are
distinguished by their speed,
intelligence and characteristic

iridescent sheen.
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last month that Pakistan’s civil

Trump formally | - e

fully aligned on not sending

troops to Gaza to disarm

invites

o Trump’s so-called “Board of

P k -t -t Peace” for postwar Gaza began
a I S a n O to take shape Saturday, with the

leaders of Egypt, Turkey,

j O i n t G aZ a Argentina and Canada asked to

join.
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The announcements from

Peace Board |.nmmoe o

ISLAMABAD: (Crime “constructive role” in the US of State Marco Rubio, former
Observer Staff Reporter + peace plan for Palestine. British prime minister Tony
Media Desk) Prime Minister Deputy Prime Minister and Blair, and senior negotiators
Shehbaz Sharif has received an Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar said Jared Kushner and Steve

invitation from United States
(US) President Donald Trump
- to join the Board of Peace on
Gaza, the Foreign Office
confirmed on Sunday.
In response to media queries,
FO Spokesperson Tahir
Andrabi said: “Pakistan will

remain engaged with

international efforts for peace
and security in Gaza, leading to
a lasting solution to the
Palestine issue in accordance
with United Nations
resolutions.”  Pakistan  has

" reiterated at international

\ forums its readiness to play a

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X
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Witkoff to the panel.
Trump had already declared Cairo, which was attended by
himself the chair of the body, as

Gaza held its first meeting in

Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law,

In response to media queries, FO
Spokesperson Tahir Andrabi said: “Pakistan
will remain engaged with international efforts
for peace and security in Gaza, leading to a
lasting solution to the Palestine issue in

accordance with United Nations resolutions.”
Pakistan has reiterated at international forums
its readiness to play a “constructive role” in
the US peace plan for Palestine.

he promotes a controversial
of

development in the Palestinian

who has partnered with Witkoff

vision economic for months on the issue.

In Canada, a senior aide to
territory, which lies in rubble
of

relentless [sraeli bombardment.

Prime Minister Mark Carney

after  two-plus  years had said he intended to accept

Trump’s invitation, while in
The moves came after a for
Trump himself said last year that he
wanted to make sure Blair was an
“acceptable choice to everybody.” Blair
spent years focused on the

Israeli-Palestinian issue as representative

Turkey, a spokesman

of the “Middle East Quartet” - the United
Nations, European Union, United States

and Russia - after leaving Downing Street
in 2007.

Palestinian =~ committee =~ of President Recep

Tayyip
technocrats meant to govern Erdogan said he had been

asked to become a “founding

member” of the board. Egypt’s

Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty had said Cairo was
“studying” a request for

President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi to
join.

Sharing an image of the
invitation letter, Argentine
President Javier Milei wrote on
X that it would be “an honour”
to participate in the initiative.

In a statement sent to AFP,
“l thank President

Trump for his leadership in

Blair said:

establishing the Board of Peace

and am honoured to Dbe
appointed to its Executive
Board.”

Blair is a controversial figure
in the Middle East because of
his role in the 2003 invasion of
Irag.

Trump himself said last year
that he wanted to make sure

Blair was an “acceptable choice

to everybody.” Blair spent
years  focused on  the
Israeli-Palestinian  issue as

representative of the “Middle
East Quartet” - the United
Nations, European  Union,
United States and Russia - after

leaving Downing Street in 2007.
JAQAGAGA o3¢
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P a k | St an an d “This week, US and Pakistan

Army  Soldiers  completed -

training at Pakistan’s National
U 5 tO bO ‘ S l e r Counter-Terrorism Center
during  Exercise  Inspired

Gambit, which focused on .

secu rity’ b or d @ | combined infantry sis ana

tactics, and counterterrorism

N LU

N
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operations. Training exercises

7/" COO P e rat| on like this between the US and

Pakistan strengthen our

U.S.A: (Crime Observer Staff Donald Trump towards long-standing defense ties,” the
Reporter + Media Desk) Pakistan’s militaryleadership. statementsaid.
Military-to-military ties  According to a statement  The exercise comes amid
between Pakistan and the issued by the US Central broader signs of re-engagement
United States appear to be Command (Centcom), American between the two defence
strengthening, marked by and Pakistani troops this week establishments. In December,
renewed joint training, major concluded joint training at the United States approved the
defence sales and wunusually Pakistan’s National sale of advanced technology

- warm rhetoric from President Counter-Terrorism Center in and upgrade packages for

&° “w¢ - “=. MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER 3K
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! deal valued at approximately
B! 5686 million. The approval
= followed regional tensions after
g | Pakistan and India fought a
= brief but intense five-day
= conflictin May 2025.
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believed to
80 F-16s,
including upgraded Block-15

operate 70 to

aircraft, former Jordanian jets,
and newer Block-52+ models.
US officials have long described
the F-16 programme as a
cornerstone of bilateral military
cooperation.

Meanwhile, Pakistan and the
US on Saturday agreed to
enhance  collaboration  in
bilateral security and border
management.

The agreement was reached
as Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi held a meeting with a
high-level US delegation led by

Baker.
The meeting featured
in-depth  deliberation  on

boosting relations between the
two countries and expanding

cooperation in shared areas of

Pakistan was once a key US ally and
was designated a major non-NATO
ally following the September 11, 2001,

attacks. Relations frayed in
subsequent years, as US officials
accused Islamabad of duplicity during
the US-led war on terror.

Pakistan is

interest.

It was mutually agreed to

further strengthen existing
cooperation with the US
Anti-terrorism Assistance

Programme and the Bureau of
International Narcotics and Law
Enforcement Affairs.

During the meeting, matters
relating to the establishment of
a centre for crime and an
academy within the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) with
US support also came under
review.

The
discussed training programmes
for officers of the FIA, Federal

delegation also

Pakistan’s F-16 fighter aircraft,a US Chargé d’Affaires Natalie Constabulary and the National

Cyber Crime
Agency (NCCIA).

?It was also agreed that
border

coastal

Investigation

security  agencies,

guards and other
institutions would be equipped
with modern US-supplied
equipment.

Naqvi stated that modern
technology would enhance the
capacity of border security
agencies and coastal guards.

He

assistance in the reorganisation

also welcomed US
of the Federal Constabulary and
in strengthening the capabilities
of the FIA and the NCCIA. He
added that US

activating

support in

FIA’s
counterterrorism wing would
prove highly beneficial, making
it the first federal anti-terrorist
with

coordination with provinces.

wing effective
The minister emphasised the
further

collaboration with Pakistani

need to expand
institutions. Meanwhile, the US
delegation appreciated
Pakistan’s efforts to increase
and

security = cooperation

strengthen bilateral ties. Baker
the

between

acknowledged ongoing

collaboration the

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER [ERX
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Ministry of Interior and US
agencies at various levels and
reaffirmed that efforts would
continue to further enhance the
partnership with Pakistan.
Political

Washington has also drawn

signaling  from
attention. President Trump has
repeatedly praised Pakistan’s
army chief, Field Marshal Asim

/) Munir, referring to him publicly

as his “favourite field marshal”.

In a year-end news briefing
on December 31, Trump said
that had

credited him with preventing a

Pakistani leaders
wider catastrophe following the
India-Pakistan conflict.

“The head of Pakistan and a
highly respected general - he is
a field marshal - and also the
prime minister of Pakistan said
that President Trump saved 10
million lives, maybe more,”
Trump said.

During the Sharm el-Sheikh
Peace Summit on the Middle
East in October 2025. Trump
also  acknowledged Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, who
was standing behind him,
before again referring to Munir.

These remarks marked at
least the tenth instance since

June that Trump, who returned

to the White House in January
for a second term, publicly
praised Pakistan’s army chief.
In June 2025, Trump hosted
Field Marshal Munir at the
White House for a

meeting - the first time a sitting

lunch

US president formally received
the head of Pakistan’s army.
The meeting took place amid
worsening disagreement with
India over Trump’s repeated
claim that he personally halted
the May conflict between the

ally and was designated a
major non-NATO ally following
the September 11, 2001, attacks.
Relations frayed in subsequent
years, as US officials accused
Islamabad of duplicity during
the US-led war on terror.

But early in his second term,
struck a

Trump markedly

different tone. Addressing a
joint session of Congress in
March, he publicly thanked
Pakistan for arresting one of the
the

alleged perpetrators of

He also welcomed US assistance in the

reorganisation of the Federal Constabulary and in

strengthening the capabilities of the FIA and the
NCCIA. He added that US support in activating

FIA’s counterterrorism wing would prove highly

beneficial, making it the first federal anti-terrorist

wing with effective coordination with provinces.

twonuclear-armed neighbours.
Pakistan has also signalled its

willingness to participate in a

US-led

stabilisation force for Gaza, a

international

controversial proposal
advanced by Trump, further
underlining Islamabad'’s
interest in closer security
cooperation.

Pakistan was once a key US

Abbey Gate bombing at Kabul
airport in August 2021, which

killed 13 US service members.

Recent military exercises,
arms sales and high-level
engagement suggest that
defence ties between

Washington and Islamabad are
entering a new, more pragmatic

phase.
YAQAQ QA Qe
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US military to

prioritise

and curbing China,
imit support for
allies

homeland

WASHINGTON: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk)The US military
will prioritise protecting the
homeland and deterring China
while providing “more

limited” support to allies in

Europe and elsewhere, a
Pentagon strategy document
released on Friday said.

The 2026 National Defense
Strategy (NDS) marks a
significant departure from past

Pentagon policy, both in its

emphasis on allies taking on

increased burdens with less"

backing from Washington, and
its softer tone on traditional
foes China and Russia.

“As US forces focus on

homeland defense and the _-‘_\

Indo-Pacific, our allies and
partners elsewhere will take
primary responsibility for their
own defense with critical but
more limited support from
American forces,”
said.

The previous NDS --
released under President
Donald Trump’s predecessor
Joe Biden -- described China as
Washington’s most

consequential challenge and

MONTHLY CRIME OBSERVER -
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said that Russia posed an challenges to security and We will use it to protect our

“acute threat.” The new
document however urges
with

Beijing -- while making no

“respectful relations”

mention of US ally Taiwan,
which China claims as its
territory -- and describing the
threat from Russia as a

“persistent but manageable”

¢) one affecting NATO’s eastern

members.

Both the Biden and Trump
strategies say homeland
defense is important, but their
descriptions of the threats
the US differ

significantly.

facing

The Trump administration’s
NDS takes aim at the past
administration for neglecting
border security, saying this led
to a “flood of illegal aliens”
and widespread narcotics
trafficking. “Border security is
national security,” and the
Pentagon “will therefore
prioritize efforts to seal our
borders, repel forms of
invasion, and deport illegal
aliens,” it said.

‘Restore military dominance’

Biden meanwhile focused on
China and Russia, saying they

posed “more dangerous

safety at home” than even the
threat of terrorism.

The 2026 NDS also includes
no mention of the dangers of
climate change -- which
Biden’s administration had
identified as an “emerging
threat.”

“As US forces
focus on homeland
defense and the
Indo-Pacific, our
allies and partners
elsewhere will take
primary

responsibility for
their own defense
with critical but

more limited

support from
American forces,”
the strategy said.

Like Trump’s national
security strategy, which was
released last month, the NDS
elevates Latin America to the
top of the US agenda. The
Pentagon “will restore
American military dominance

in the Western Hemisphere.

Homeland and our access to
key terrain throughout the
region,” the NDS said.

The document called that the
“Trump Corollary to the
Monroe Doctrine,” a reference
to the declaration two centuries
ago by the then-young United
States that Latin America was
off limits to rival powers. Since
returning to office last year,
Trump has repeatedly
employed the US military in
Latin America, ordering a
shocking raid that captured
Venezuelan leader Nicolas
Maduro and his wife, as well
as strikes on more than 30
alleged drug-smuggling boats
that have killed more than 100
people.

Trump’s administration has
provided no definitive
evidence that the sunken
vessels were involved in drug
trafficking, and international
law experts and rights groups
say the strikes likely amount to
extrajudicial killings as they
have apparently targeted
civilians who do not pose an
immediate threat to the United
States.

IARA QAR AGAe
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Trump threatens
Europe with tariffs
over GQreenland as
protesters rally

PALM BEACH/NUUK,
United States: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
US President Donald Trump
on Saturday escalated his quest
to acquire Greenland,
threatening multiple European
nations with tariffs of up to 25

percent until his purchase of

~the Danish territory is

achieved.

Trump’s threats came as

' thousands of people protested

in the capital of Greenland
against his wish to acquire the
mineral-rich island at the
gateway to the Arctic.

Thousands more protested in
Copenhagen and other Danish
cities.

The US president aimed his
ire at Denmark, a fellow NATO

~ member, as well as several

. European countries that have

deployed troops in recent days
to the vast autonomous
territory with a population of
57,000.

If realized, Trump’s threats
against Washington’s NATO
partners would create

unprecedented tension within

and Finland would be subject
to a 10-percent tariff on all~
goods sent to the United States,
Trump said in a post on his
Truth Social network.

“On June 1st, 2026, the Tariff
will be increased to 25%.

until such time as a Deal is’
reached for the Complete and
Total purchase of Greenland,”
he wrote.

“These Countries, who are

playing this very dangerous " :

game, have put a level of risk
in play that is not tenable or
sustainable,” Trump said.

“Therefore, it is imperative

the alliance.

From February 1, Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, France,
Germany, the United
Kingdom, the Netherlands,

that, in order to protect Global

Peace and Security, strong
measures be taken so that this
potentially perilous situation
end quickly, and without

question.”

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X

This %
Tariff will be due and payable



;‘7///,7//,”'

N LU

y//

N

A ANt

~ message,”

Trump added that he was
“immediately open to
negotiation with Denmark
and/or any of these
Countries.”

- ‘Make America Go Away’ -

In Nuuk,
people,

territory’s prime minister,

thousands of

including the

Jens-Frederik Nielsen, waved
Greenlandic flags, chanted
slogans and sang traditional
Inuit songs under light rain.

Many wore caps with the
words “Make America Go
Away” -- a riff on Trump’s
“Make America Great Again”
slogan.

“We don’t want Trump
invading Greenland, that is the

44-year-old nurse

~ Paarniq Larsen Strum said at

. .the Nuuk rally, calling the

' situation “nerve-wracking.”

Lorganizer

“We demand respect for our

country’s right to
self-determination and for us
as a people,” added protest
Avijaja
Rosing-Olsen.

In Copenhagen, charity
worker Kirsten Hjoernholm,

52, said it was important to

- show unity with Greenlanders.

“You cannot be bullied by an

ally. It’s about international
law,” she said.

Around her, demonstrators
waved the flags of Denmark
and Greenland while chanting
“Kalaallit Nunaat!” -- the vast
Arctic island’s name in
Greenlandic.

Some also held placards
saying “USA already has too
much ICE,” referring to
Trump’s deployment of federal
immigration officers in US
cities, while others chanted
“Greenland is not for sale.”

- US “security” claims -

Trump has repeatedly
claimed that the United States
needs Greenland for US
“national security.” He also
claims that Denmark is
incapable of ensuring the
territory’s security, notably
from China and Russia.

France said the military
exercise in Greenland was
designed to show the world
that they will defend the
territory. Denmark said the US
had been invited to join the
drill.

It was not immediately clear
what authority the US
president would invoke to

impose the threatened tariffs of

up to 25 percent.
Since returning to the

presidency, Trump has -

unleashed sweeping tariffs on
goods from virtually all

trading partners, to address

what Washington says are.

\

unfair trade practices and as a

tool to press governments on’

US concerns.
the

European Union struck a deal

Washington and

last summer to lower US tariffs

the deal currently beingr‘f

implemented.

Also on Saturday, a
delegation of US lawmakers
were wrapping up a visit to
Copenhagen for talks with
Greenlandic and Danish
politicians.

The group, led by
Democratic Senator Chris
Coons, told reporters that
Trump’s stance was misguided
and not backed by the majority
of Americans.

It is also roundly rejected by
Greenlanders, 85 percent of
whom -- according to the latest
poll published in January 2025
-- oppose the territory joining
the United States. Only six

percent were in favour.

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X
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Syrian president
announces deal
with Kurds

including truce

DAMASCUS: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk)Syrian President
Ahmed al-Sharaa announced
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reporters: “I recommend a
complete ceasefire”. He said a
meeting with Abdi was
postponed until Monday due
on Sunday an agreement with
the chief of the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces,
Mazloum Abdi, that includes a

- ceasefire after government

forces advanced in
- Kurdish-held areas of the north
" and east.

The United States, which for
years has supported Syrian
Kurdish fighters but is now
also a key ally of Damascus,
. welcomed the deal, with envoy

Tom Barrack calling it “a

pivotal inflection point” and

commending both sides”

“constructive efforts”.
After meeting Barrack in

N
%

\\. Damascus, Sharaa told

to poor weather but that “in

order to calm the situation, we :

decided the

agreement”. Details are to be

to sign

finalised on Monday, he said,
adding that the deal was based

on “the spirit” of an agreement -

signed in March.

He urged Arab tribes who

make up the majority of the
population in Kurdish-held

Raga and Deir Ezzor provinces

in Syria’s north and east, “to _

in order to =

maintain calm...

pave the way for the gradual /

implementation of the

Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa
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agreement’s provisions until
we reach complete calm in
Syria”.

He expressed hope that the

deal would be “a good start”

“integration” of SDF military
and security members “into the
structure of the Syrian defence
and interior ministries on an

individual basis, after carrying

After meeting Barrack in Damascus, Sharaa

told reporters: “

I recommend a complete

ceasefire”. He said a meeting with Abdi was
postponed until Monday due to poor weather
but that “in order to calm the situation, we

decided to sign the agreement”. Details are to
be finalised on Monday, he said, adding that
the deal was based on “the spirit” of an
agreement signed in March.

for development and
reconstruction and “a chance
for security and stability” and
“that Syria ends its current
state of division and moves
towards a state of unity and
progress”.

Neither Abdi nor the
Kurdish administration has
commented.

The presidency published
the “
integration agreement” signed
by Sharaa and Abdi.

It includes a “comprehensive

ceasefire and full

and immediate ceasefire on all
fronts and contact points
between Syrian government
forces” and the SDF.

It also stipulates the

out the necessary security
checks”.

Other points stipulate “the
full

administrative and military

and immediate

handover of the Deir Ezzor and

Raga provinces to the Syrian

It includes integrating the
Kurds” administration
responsible for Islamic

State group “prisoners and

camps”, as well as “forces

responsible for protecting

these facilities” into the
Syrian government, which

will take “full legal and
security responsibility for

them”.

the
“integration of all civil
institutions” in the Kurds”
stronghold of Hasakeh

province into the state.

government”, and

It includes integrating the
Kurds”

responsible for Islamic State

administration

group “prisoners and camps”,
as well as “forces responsible
for protecting these facilities”
into the Syrian government,
which will take “full legal and
security responsibility for
them”.

The SDF leadership will
submit candidates for “senior
military, security and civil
positions”, while Sharaa is to
issue a decree “appointing a
candidate to the position of
Hasakeh governor”.

The deal is a major blow to
Kurdish hopes to preserve the
gains of de facto autonomous
administration built during
Syria’s civil war, including
institutions that administered
and controlled parts of the
north and northeast.It also
ends Kurdish aspirations for
decentralised rule despite their
earlier insistence on the issue
during negotiations with

Damascus.

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER XX
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Three journalists
among 11
Palestinians
killed by Israeli

forces in Gaza

CAIRO: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
fire killed 11

Palestinians, including two

Israeli

boys and three journalists in

separate incidents in Gaza on

Wednesday, local medics said,
in the latest violence to
undermine a three-month-old
ceasefire in the war-shattered
enclave.

Palestinian health officials

said an Israeli airstrike killed
three Palestinian journalists
travelling in a car on |
assignment to film a displaced
persons camp in central Gaza.

In another incident, medics
said three people, including a
10-year-old boy, were killed by
Israeli tank shelling in central :
Gaza. Two others, including a
13-year-old boy, were killed in
two Israeli shooting incidents
in Khan Younis in the south,
medics said. A further three -
Palestinians were killed in
other Israeli attacks across
Gaza, bringing the day’s death
toll to at least 11, the Gaza
health ministry said.

Commenting on the incident

involving the journalists,

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X
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Israel’s military said troops
identified “several suspects
who operated a drone affiliated
with Hamas” in central Gaza.

“Following the identification
and due to the threat that the
drone posed to the troops, the
IDF precisely struck the
suspects who activated the
drone,” the military said.

The Palestinian Journalists
Syndicate said in a statement
that the journalists killed
“were carrying out a
humanitarian, journalistic
mission to film and document
the suffering of civilians in
displacement camps.”

It did not say if the three
were using a drone in their
filming. Local journalists said
their work was sponsored by
the Egyptian Committee,
which supervises Egypt’s relief
work in Gaza.

An Egyptian security source
confirmed the vehicle belonged
to the committee but gave no
further details.

The Israeli military did not
immediately provide comment
on the other incidents.

The Committee to Protect
Journalists says it has

documented 206 journalists

and media workers killed in
Gaza since the start of the war.
The CPJ says Israel has never
published the results of a
formal investigation or held
anyone accountable for killings
by its military. The military
says it has targeted only
combatants and military sites.

The Palestinian Journalists
Syndicate puts the number
killed at more than 260.

The deal has not
progressed beyond
the first-phase
ceasefire, under
which major fighting
stopped, some Israeli

forces pulled back,
and Hamas freed

hostages in return for
Palestinian detainees
and convicted
prisoners.

Israel and Hamas have

traded blame for multiple
breaches of the October truce
after two years of war that
devastated Gaza and caused a
humanitarian disaster, and
remain at odds over the next
steps in US President Donald
Trump’s 20-point peace plan.

The deal has not progressed
beyond the first-phase
ceasefire, under which major
fighting stopped, some Israeli
forces pulled back, and Hamas
freed hostages in return for
Palestinian detainees and
convicted prisoners.

Under future phases whose
details have yet to be
hammered out, Hamas is
supposed to disarm, Israeli
forces withdraw further and an
internationally backed
administration installed to
rebuild the ruined, densely
populated territory.

But no timetable has been set
to implement the plan.

Israel says it can only move
into the second phase after
Hamas hands over the remains
of the last Israeli hostage. More
than 460 Palestinians and three
Israeli soldiers have been
reported killed in clashes since
the ceasefire took effect.

Israel launched its air and
ground war in Gaza after a
Hamas-led cross-border attack
on October 7, 2023 that killed
1,200 people, according to
Israeli tallies. Israel’s assault
has killed 71,000 Palestinians,

Gaza’s health authorities say.
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South Africa declares
national disaster as
floods batter region

JOHANNESBURG: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk)South Africa on
Sunday declared a national
disaster after widespread
flooding that destroyed homes
and killed dozens, while
thousands sought shelter in
neighbouring Mozambique.

Heavy rains and storms have
battered the two southern
African countries for weeks,
claiming more than 30 lives in
South Africa’s northeastern
Limpopo and Mpumalanga
provinces.

Rivers burst their banks and
swallowed entire
neighbourhoods in several
regions of Mozambique,
displacing thousands including
a woman who was forced to
give birth on a roof as she
sheltered from flood waters.

“I classify the disaster as a

national disaster,” the head of

- South Africa’s National

Disaster Management Centre

Elias Sithole said in a
statement Sunday.

Authorities continued to
search for survivors and
recover bodies at the weekend,
but flooding had started
receding in some areas,
including the famed Kruger
National Park, which had been
forced to close and evacuate
guests on Thursday.

“Day visitation to the park
will resume as of tomorrow,”
South African National Parks
announced on social media,
still urging visitors to “exercise
caution”.

In Mozambique, rescue
efforts were slow to reach
survivors who sheltered on
roofs and in trees.

At least eight people had
died in the country since
December 21, according to
official data, but numbers were
expected to rise as more people
were declared missing.

A resident of Gaza province

north of Maputo, Chauna
Macuacua, told AFP that her
sister-in-law had given birth on
a roof where the family was
waiting to be rescued since
Thursday.

“We“ve been here for 4 days.
My nephew was born
yesterday around 11 PM (2100
GMT), and we still haven’t had
any rescue or assistance for the
baby and mother,” she said.

Wilker Dias, the director of a
civil society group called
Plataforma Decide, said he had
received reports of several
people missing.

“I think the numbers of dead
will increase in the next
hours,” he told AFP.

South Africa also dispatched
rescue teams to southern
Mozambique Sunday after a
car carrying five members of a
South African mayoral
delegation was swept away by
floodwaters in Chokwe, 200
kilometres (124 miles) north of
Maputo.According to the latest
figures released by the
Mozambican government on
Friday, more than 173,000
people had been affected by

the floods across the country.

PAQAGA Rk @A
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Atomic scientists
set 'Doomsday
Clock' closer to
midnight than

ever

WASHINGTON: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk)Atomic scientists
set their “Doomsday Clock” on
Tuesday closer than ever to

midnight, citing aggressive

behaviour by nuclear powers
Russia, China and the United
States, fraying nuclear arms
control, conflicts in Ukraine
and the Middle East and Al

worries among factors driving

risks for global disaster.

The Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists set the clock to 85
seconds before midnight, the
theoretical point of
annihilation. That is four
seconds closer than it was set
last year. The Chicago-based
nonprofit created the clock in
1947 during the Cold War
tensions that followed World
War Two to warn the public
about how close humankind
was to destroying the world.

The scientists voiced concern
about threats of unregulated
integration of artificial
intelligence into military

systems and its potential

85 SECONDS
U |sT0 MIDNIC
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misuse in aiding the creation of
biological threats, as well as
Al’s role in spreading
disinformation globally. They
also noted continuing
challenges posed by climate
change.

“Of course, the Doomsday
Clock is about global risks, and
what we have seen is a global

¢) failure in leadership,” nuclear

policy expert Alexandra Bell,
the Bulletin’s president and
CEOQO, told Reuters. “No matter
a shift

towards neo-imperialism and

the government,

an Orwellian approach to
governance will only serve to
push the clock toward
midnight.” It was the third
time in the past four years that
the scientists moved the clock
closer to midnight.

“In terms of nuclear risks,
nothing in 2025 trended in the
” Bell said.
“Longstanding diplomatic

right direction,

frameworks are under duress
or collapsing, the threat of
explosive nuclear testing has
returned, proliferation
concerns are growing, and
there were three military
operations taking place under

the shadow of nuclear

weapons and the associated
escalatory threat. The risk of
nuclear use is unsustainably
and unacceptably high.”

Bell pointed to Russia’s
continued war in Ukraine, the
US and Israeli bombing of Iran
and border clashes between
India and Pakistan. Bell also

cited continuing tensions in

“In terms of nuclear risks,
nothing in 2025 trended in
the right direction,” Bell said.
“Longstanding diplomatic
frameworks are under duress
or collapsing, the threat of
explosive nuclear testing has
returned, proliferation
concerns are growing, and
there were three military
operations taking place
under the shadow of nuclear
weapons and the associated
escalatory threat. The risk of

nuclear use is unsustainably

and unacceptably high.”

Asia including on the Korean
Peninsula and China’s threats
toward Taiwan, as well as
rising tensions in the Western
Hemisphere since US President
Donald Trump returned to
office 12 months ago.

The last remaining nuclear

arms pact between the United

States and Russia, the New
START treaty, expires on
February 5. Russian President
Vladimir Putin proposed in
September that the two
countries agree to observe for
another year the limits set
under the pact, which caps
each side’s number of
deployed nuclear warheads at
1,550.

Trump has not formally
responded. Western security
analysts are divided about the
wisdom of accepting Putin’s
offer.

Trump in October ordered
the US military to restart the
process for testing nuclear
weapons after a halt of more
than three decades. No nuclear
power, other than North Korea
most recently in 2017, has
conducted explosive nuclear
testing in more than a quarter
century.

No country would benefit
more from a full-scale return to
such testing than China, given
its continued push to expand
its nuclear arsenal, according
to Bell, a former senior official
at the US State Department’s
Bureau of Arms Control,

Deterrence and Stability.
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N Korea produces
enough nuclear
material a

tor 10-20
weapons: S Korea
president

year

SEOUL: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
North Korea is producing
enough nuclear material a year
for up to 20 weapons, the

South’s President Lee Jae

Myung said on Wednesday,
warning that Pyongyang’s
ambitions could pose a global
danger.

The North carried out its first

atomic test in 2006 in violation

of UN resolutions and is now
believed to possess dozens of
nuclear warheads.

“"Even now, nuclear
materials sufficient to produce
10 to 20 nuclear weapons a
year are still being produced”
in North Korea, Lee told
reporters at a New Year news
conference.

At the same time, the North
is continuing to improve its
long-range ballistic missile
technology aimed at striking
the US mainland, Lee added.

“ At some point, North Korea
will have secured the nuclear
arsenal it believes it needs to
sustain the regime, along with
ICBM capabilities capable of

p

4
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threatening not only the
United States but the wider
world,” he said, referring to
intercontinental ballistic
missiles.

“And once there is excess, it
will go abroad -- beyond its
borders. A global danger will
he said.
Pyongyang has for decades

then emerge,”

¢) justified its nuclear and missile

programmes as a deterrent
against alleged regime change
efforts by Washington and its
allies.

A pragmatic attitude was
needed in addressing North
Korea’s nuclear issue, Lee said,
adding the “Trump-style
approach” could help in
communicating with
Pyongyang.

“The suspension of nuclear
material production and ICBM
development, as well as a halt
to overseas exports, would also
be a gain,” he said.

“It would be a gain for
everyone,” he added, noting
that he had laid out the
argument to both US President
Donald Trump and his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping.

Since his inauguration in

June, Lee has pushed for

dialogue with the North
without preconditions, a stark
departure from the hawkish
approach of his predecessor.
While Pyongyang has
snubbed Seoul’s dialogue
offers, Lee said Trump could
pave the way forward with
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un -- with whom the US leader

“ And once there is
excess, it will go abroad --
beyond its borders. A
global danger will then
” he said.
Pyongyang has for

emerge,

decades justified its
nuclear and missile
programmes as a
deterrent against alleged

regime change efforts by

Washington and its allies.

has expressed his affinity over
the years.

“President Trump is a
somewhat unique figure, but I
think that very trait can at
times be a significant asset in
resolving problems on the
Korean peninsula,” Lee said.

“The Trump?style approach
seems to help when it comes to

talking with Kim ... I am

willing to play the role of a
pacemaker in that process.”

Trump met Kim three times
during his first term in efforts
to reach a denuclearisation
deal.

But since his second summit
in Hanoi fell through over
differences about what
Pyongyang would get in
return for giving up its nuclear
weapons, no progress has been
made between the two
countries.

Trump had expressed hopes
for a meeting with Kim ahead
of the APEC summit in South
Korea in October, which went
unanswered by the North
Korean leader.

Recently North Korea
accused the South of flying a
drone into the border city of
Kaesong. Lee’s office has
denied it was behind the
incursion but alluded it might
have been carried out by
civilians.One man has claimed
responsibility for the breach,
telling local media that he had
carried it out to measure
radiation levels at a North
Korean uranium processing
facility.

IARA QAR AGAe
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U Mercosur
bloc ink major
trade deal,
reject tarlf'Fs'
isolation

ASUNCION, Paraguay:
(Crime Observer Staff Reporter
+ Media Desk)South American
and European Union officials
on Saturday signed a major
trade deal, which they hailed
as sending a powerful message
at a time of tariff threats, global
uncertainty and protectionism.

The deal between the
27-nation European Union and
Mercosur bloc members Brazil,

Argentina, Uruguay and

Paraguay creates one of the
world’s largest free trade areas
after 25 years of tricky
negotiations.

It was given fresh impetus
amid the sweeping use of
tariffs and trade threats by US
President Donald Trump’s
administration, which has sent
countries scrambling for new
partnerships.

Trump on Saturday

threatened multiple European

nations with tariffs of up to 25
percent until he manages to
gain control of the Danish
territory Greenland.

“We choose fair trade over
tariffs, we choose a productive
long-term partnership over
isolation,” EU chief Ursula Von
der Leyen said at the signing/’
ceremony in Asuncion,
Paraguay.

Paraguay’s President
Santiago Pena also praised the
treaty as sending “a clear
signal in favor of international
trade” in “a global scenario
marked by tensions.”

European Council head
Antonio Costa said the deal
stood in contrast to “the use of
trade as a geopolitical
weapon.”

And Brazil’s Foreign
Minister Mauro Vieira said the

deal was a “bulwark ... in the

"y
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face of a world battered by poultry, sugar, rice, honey and the treaty.

unpredictability,
protectionism, and coercion.”

Brazil’s President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva -- a key
architect of the accord -- was
unable to attend the ceremony
due to scheduling conflicts,
and met with Von der Leyen in
Rio de Janeiro on Friday where
he praised it as a victory for
multilateralism.

In Paraguay, leaders said the
treaty would bring jobs,
prosperity, and opportunities
to people on both sides of the
Atlantic.

- “It’s not fair” -
the EU and

Mercosur account for 30

Together,

- percent of global GDP and

more than 700 million

-consumers.

The treaty -- which still
needs to be approved by the
EU parliament and ratified by
each Mercosur nation --

eliminates tariffs on more than

“. 90 percent of bilateral trade.

It is expected to come into
force by the end of 2026.
The deal will favor European

exports of cars, wine and

= cheese, while making it easier

for South American beef,

soybeans to enter Europe.

This has angered European
farmers, who have rolled
tractors into cities like Paris,
Brussels and Warsaw to protest
a feared influx of cheaper
goods produced with lower
standards and banned
pesticides.

“We have good quality Irish
beef and good standards here,
and they don’t have the same
standards in South American
countries,” said Trisha
Chatterton, a 50-year-old
farmer at a protest in Ireland
earlier this month.

“It’s not fair,” said Luis, a
24-year-old Belgian cattle
farmer who took part in a
December protest that turned
ugly, as demonstrators set piles
of tires on fire and hurled
potatoes at police.

Key power Germany, as well
as Spain and the Nordic
countries, strongly support the
pact, eager to boost exports as
Europe grapples with Chinese
competition and a tariff-happy
administration in the White
House.

Some in South America are

also wary about the impact of

In Argentina, it is estimated

that there could be a loss of -

200,000 jobs just from the
dismantling of the local

automotive industry, trade and

investment researcher Luciana -

Ghiotto told AFP.

- Safeguard and quotas -

In a bid to allay fears, the
European Commission

announced a crisis fund and

safeguards allowing for the

tariffs in case of a damaging/

surge in imports.

However Argentina’s
libertarian President Javier
Milei warned against quotas
and safeguard which “will
significantly reduce the
economic impact of the
agreement and will go against
its essential objective.”

According to EU estimates,
European exports to Mercosur
are expected to rise by 39
percent, while Mercosur
exports to the EU could
increase by 17 percent.

By 2040, the agreement is
projected to boost EU GDP by
77.6 billion euros and
Mercosur GDP by 9.4 billion

euros.
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Starmer arrives
in China to
defend
‘pragmatic’
partnership

BEIJING: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)
British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer arrived in Beijing on

Wednesday to meet with

Chinese leader Xi Jinping,
hoping to restore long fraught
relations.

It is the first visit to China by

a UK prime minister since 2018

and follows a string of Western
leaders courting Beijing in
recent weeks, pivoting from a
mercurial United States.
Starmer, who is also
expected to visit Shanghai on
Friday, will later make a brief
stop in Japan to meet with
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi.
For Xi,

opportunity to show Beijing

the trip is an

can be a reliable partner at a
time when President Donald
Trump’s policies have rattled
historic ties between
Washington and its Western
allies.

Starmer is battling record

low popularity polls and hopes

g a
75 w
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the visit can boost Britain’s
beleaguered economy. The trip
has been lauded by Downing
Street as a chance to boost
trade and investment ties while
raising thorny issues such as
national security and human
rights.

Starmer will meet with Xi for

lunch on Thursday, followed

¢} by a meeting with Premier Li

Qiang.

The British leader said on

Wednesday this visit to China

s “going to be a really
important trip for us”, vowing
to make “some real progress”.
There are “opportunities” to
deepen bilateral relations,
Starmer told reporters
travelling with him on the
plane to China.

“It doesn’t make sense to
stick our head in the ground
and bury in the sand when it
comes to China, it’s in our
interests to engage and not
compromise on national
security,” he added.

China, for its part, “is willing
to take this visit as an
opportunity to enhance
political mutual trust”, foreign
ministry spokesman Guo

Jiakun reiterated Wednesday

during a news briefing.
Starmer is the latest Western
leader to be hosted by Beijing
in recent months, following
visits by Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney and
French President Emmanuel
Macron.

Faced with Trump’s threats
to impose tariffs on Canada for

signing a trade agreement with

The British leader said
on Wednesday this visit
to China was “going to

be a really important

trip for us”, vowing to

make “some real
progress”

. There are
“opportunities” to
deepen bilateral
relations, Starmer told
reporters travelling with
him on the plane to
China.

China, and the US president’s
attempts to create a new

international institution with
his “Board of Peace”, Beijing
has been affirming its support
for the United Nations to
visiting leaders.

UK-China
plummeted in 2020 after

relations

Beijing imposed a sweeping

national security law on Hong

Kong, which severely curtailed
freedoms in the former British
colony.

They soured further since
with both powers exchanging
accusations of spying. Starmer,
however, was quick to deny
fresh claims of Chinese spying
after the Telegraph newspaper
reported Monday that China
had hacked the mobile phones
of senior officials in Downing
Street for several years.

“There’s no evidence of that.
We’ve got robust schemes,
security measures in place as
he told

reporters on Wednesday.

you’'d expect,”

Since taking the helm in
2024, Starmer has been at pains
to reset ties with the world’s
second-largest economy and
Britain’s third-biggest trade
partner.

In China, he will be
accompanied by around 60
business leaders from the
finance, pharmaceutical,
automobile and other sectors,
and cultural representatives as
he tries to balance attracting
vital investment and appearing
firm on national security

concerns.
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Trump

Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Turkiye,

Oman encourage

attack lran

not to

RIYADH: (Crime Observer Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkey
Staff Reporter + Media Desk)

)b

"’:; &
I N: *:
a4 X’

and Oman Thursday urged

5

Donald Trump not to launch
airstrikes against Iran in a
last-minute lobbying campaign
prompted by fears that an
attack by Washington would
lead to a major and intractable
conflict across the Middle East,
foreign media reported.

The warnings of chaos from
the longstanding US allies
appear to have helped
persuade Trump to hold off for
the moment on a military
assault. In the case of Saudi

Arabia, its reticence led it to
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deny the US use of its airspace
to mount any attacks.

Continuing discussions, the
Saudi Arabian foreign
minister, Prince Faisal bin
Farhan, conferred by phone
with his counterparts from
Iran, Oman and Turkiye on
Thursday, the Guardian
reported.

A senior Saudi official told
AFP Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
Oman led efforts to talk US
President Donald Trump out of
an attack on Iran. Another Gulf
official also confirmed the
discussions. The Gulf trio “led
a long, frantic, diplomatic
last-minute effort to convince
President Trump to give Iran a
show good

intention”, the Saudi official

.said on condition of

' anonymity.

The Gulf efforts aimed to
“avoid an uncontrollable
situation in the region”, the

Saudi official said. “We told

. Washington that an attack on

region...

\~

Iran would open the way for a
series of grave blowbacks in
the region,” the official added.

“It was a sleepless night to

"~ defuse more bombs in the

the communication is

still underway to consolidate
the gained trust and the
current good spirit.” The
second Gulf official said “the
message conveyed to Iran has
been that an attack on US
facilities in the Gulf would
have consequences on relations
with countries in the region”.

Meanwhile, US Senator
Lindsey Graham, a Republican
who has pushed for US
military intervention in Iran,
has said recent reports that
Trump does not seek to attack
Iran are “wildly inaccurate”. In
a post on X dismissing such
reports, Graham said, “The
circumstances around the
necessary, decisive action to be
taken against the evil Iranian
regime have nothing to do
with President Trump’s will or
determination. Quite the
opposite. Stay tuned.”

Two diplomatic sources told
AFP on Thursday that the
security posture at Qatar’s
Al-Udeid Airbase had been
lowered after a number of
personnel had been told to
leave on Wednesday over the
regional tensions. One source
said the threat level on the base
had fallen and gradually

“planes have started moving
back
pre-Wednesday”. The second

to

source said some military and
other staff were also returning.
Meanwhile, the White House

said Thursday that Iran .
stopped 800 executions under

pressure from President’

Donald Trump over its
crackdown on a wave of
protests, but US military action

remains an option.

that 800 executions that were /

scheduled and supposed to
take place yesterday were
halted,” Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt told reporters.
“All options remain on the
she

said, adding that Trump had

table for the president,”

warned Tehran of “grave
consequences” if the killing of
demonstrators continued.
Earlier, Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi Thursday said
there would not be any
“hanging today or tomorrow,”
despite earlier vows from
Tehran to fast-track trials for
protesters.

In an interview with US
broadcaster Fox News,
Araghchi insisted that 10 days
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of peaceful demonstrations
over Iran’s economic hardships
were followed by three days of
violence orchestrated by Israel,
and calm had been restored. “I
can tell you, I'm confident that
there is no plan for hanging,”
Araghchi said.
Meanwhile, the US on
Thursday imposed sanctions
on five Iranian officials it
accused of being behind the
crackdown on protests and
said it was tracking Iranian
leaders’ funds being wired to
international banks, as
President Donald Trump keeps
the pressure on Tehran.
The

Department in a statement said

US Treasury

- it imposed sanctions on the

Secretary of the Supreme

+.Council for National Security

well as Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
and law enforcement forces
commanders, accusing them of

being architects of the

. crackdown. The US also

imposed sanctions on Fardis
Prison, where the State
Department said women had

“endured cruel, inhuman and

"~ degrading treatment.”

Bessent in a video on Thursday
said Washington’s message to
IIUS

Treasury knows, that like rats

Iran’s leaders was clear:

on a sinking ship, you are
frantically wiring funds stolen
from Iranian families to banks
and financial institutions
around the world. Rest
assured, we will track them
and you.

“But there’s still time, if you
choose to join us. As President
Trump has said, stop the
violence and stand with the
people of Iran.”

“The United States stands
firmly behind the Iranian
people in their call for freedom
and justice,” Bessent said.
“Treasury will use every tool
to target those behind the
regime’s tyrannical oppression
” The

Treasury also imposed

of human rights.

sanctions on 18 people it
accused of involvement in
laundering the proceeds of
Iranian petroleum and
petrochemical sales to foreign
markets as part of “shadow
banking” networks of
sanctioned Iranian financial
institutions.

Iranian President Masoud

Pezeshkian also said on

Thursday the government was

trying to address some of the
economic problems that first
spurred the protests, saying it
intended to tackle issues of

corruption and foreign
exchange rates and that this

would improve purchasing

power for poorer people.
Meanwhile, President

Trump told Reuters in that

Iranian opposition figure Reza
Pahlavi “seems very nice” but =~ -

expressed uncertainty over/

whether Pahlavi would be able
to muster support within Iran
to eventually take over. Trump
said it is possible the
government in Tehran could
fall due to the protests, but that
in truth “any regime can fail”.
“Whether or not it falls or not,
it’s going to be an interesting
period of time,” he said.

The president of the
European Union’s executive
arm says the 27-member bloc is
looking to strengthen sanctions
against Iran as ordinary
Iranians continue their
protests. Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen said Thursday following
a meeting of the EU’s

g S
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-strongly

commissioners in Limassol,
Cyprus that current sanctions
against Iran are “weakening
the regime.”
said that the EU is looking to

sanction individual Iranians --

Von der Leyen

apart from those who belong to
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard -- who “are responsible
for the atrocities.”

Meanwhile, the G7 Foreign
Ministers -- Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, the
United Kingdom and the
United States and the High
Representative of the European
Union - expressed grave
the

developments surrounding the

concerned over

ongoing protests in Iran. “We
the

intensification of the Iranian

oppose

- authorities” brutal repression of

' the Iranian people, who have

been bravely voicing legitimate
aspirations for a better life,
dignity and freedom, since the
end of December 2025,” an

. official statement on EU

website said. “We are deeply
alarmed at the high level of
reported deaths and injuries.

We condemn the deliberate use

"~ of violence and the killing of

\‘. protestors, arbitrary detention,

and intimidation tactics by
security forces against
demonstrators.”

“We urge the Iranian
authorities to exercise full
restraint, to refrain from
violence, and to uphold the
human rights and fundamental
freedoms of Iran’s citizens,
including the rights to freedom
of expression, to seek, receive
and impart information, and
the freedom of association and
peaceful assembly, without
fear of reprisal. “The members
of the G7 remain prepared to
impose additional restrictive
measures if Iran continues to
crack down on protests and
dissent in violation of
international human rights

7

obligations.” A female
ringleader, involved in recent
riots in Iran, has ‘confessed’ to
personally reaching out to
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, seeking
the support of the Tel Aviv
regime in spreading chaos
within the country, Iranian
media reported. The unnamed
suspect, reportedly fluent in
seven languages, made the
admission during a visit by

Iran’s Judiciary Chief,

Gholamhossein Mohseni-Eje’i,

to a Tehran detention centre

holding individuals involved
in protests and sabotage.
According to Press TV, two
other protesters confessed that

they targeted a police station in -
a deliberate effort to

undermine the Islamic republic

and create turmoil in the
country. Also among the
detainees is a man who

admitted

single-barreled shotgun at law ol

enforcement personnel and *

civilians from his apartment in
southern Tehran. Another
individual admitted to
deliberately ramming four
police officers with his car.
Three additional detainees
confessed to dropping concrete
blocks on the heads of law
enforcement personnel and
civilians. In response to these
confessions, the Iran’s judiciary
chief pledged that all
individuals directly or
indirectly linked to foreign
intelligence services, and those
who instigated rioters and
saboteurs during the recent
unrest, would be brought to
justice following thorough

investigations.
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When immigration systems

explanation, applicants are not
the only ones
- Credibility takes a hit too. The
decision by the US to suspend
immigrant visa processing for
nationals countries,
introduces precisely this kind

_of uncertainty into an already

landscape. While Washington
describes
temporary administrative
real-world
consequences

“ procedural and raise serious

fairness,
At
casual or
but

decisions.

questions  about
predictability and intent.
not

stake are

short-term  journeys,
permanent life
Reunification cases,
employment-based immigrants
and approved permanent
residency applicants now find
themselves

caught in an

open-ended  wait,  despite
having already met extensive
and

legal security

requirements. For many, the
suspension effectively nullifies
years of paperwork, planning
and financial investment - all
without any indication of when
or how normal processing will
resume.

The justification offered by

US authorities centres on
concerns about financial
self-reliance, invoking the

long-standing ‘public charge’
principle. Yet applying this
doctrine at such a late stage,
even to cases already approved,
introduces a new layer of
discretion that lacks clear limits.
The possibility that applicants
may be required to post
substantial financial bonds or
see visas denied after formal

approval transforms

immigration from a rules-based
process into one vulnerable to-
arbitrary

Predictably,  this
middle-income applicants the

burdens

most, even when they otherwise

qualify fully under the law. For .

Pakistan, the implications go
beyond individual hardship. i
People-to-people  connections

have been an important

stabilising element in bilateral

relations. When
immigration pathways are
disrupted without
transparency, those ties
weaken.  That  Pakistan’s
Foreign Office is still seeking
clarity on the scope and

mechanics of the suspension

also shows the absence of clear

communication  surrounding
the decision.
More broadly, this latest

American policy also reflects a
shift in how legal immigration
itself is being treated. Rather

than being managed as a

regulated and  predictable
process, it is increasingly
subject to sweeping
administrative  interventions

that leave applicants guessing.
Even if framed as temporary,

such measures risk becoming

MONTHLY CRIME DBSERVER X
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functionally permanent when
no benchmarks, timelines or
review mechanisms are
disclosed. Legal immigration
has traditionally been rooted in
and

compliance,  patience

demonstrable contribution.
When those qualities no longer
offer certainty, the system loses
moral and institutional
coherence. If the US intends this
suspension to be genuinely
temporary, it must articulate
clear standards for resumption,
specify who is affected and

explain how applicants can

reasonably meet any new
requirements.
However, there are some

things that we do know for

© = certain. The Israeli slaughter

~ has not stopped and it has

. killed at least 425 Palestinians

' since the ongoing

" to the ‘yellow line’

\
\

‘ceasefire’
came into effect last October. It
is important to remember that
this number only represents
those killed in Israeli genocidal
military actions and not indirect
deaths like

starvation and lack of medical

due to things
aid. We also know that Israeli
troops have not been adhering
that is

supposed to demarcate where

they can and cannot operate
and has slowly been moving
the line deeper into Gaza. A
where the

ceasefire illegal

occupier keeps killing,
occupying and blocking aid is
not much of a ceasefire. This
into

brings question why

exactly the US is moving into
the the
ceasefire when the first phase is
hardly established. We also

know that countries have not

second phase of

exactly been queuing up to join
the proposed stabilisation force.
As such, the force equation
continues to lie firmly in the
hands of the Israelis and since
force seems to be the only thing
it respects, the chances of this
new the

setup restraining

Zionists seem bleak.
Sadly, the Israelis are not
death,

destruction and imperialism to

content to

bring

just Gaza. A report released by
the UN Human Rights Office

last week says that Israel has .

expanded the use of unlawful

force, arbitrary detention and/’
torture, repression of civil
society and undue restrictions
on media freedoms, severe
movement restrictions, :
and
violations the
occupied West Bank since
October 2023. It concludes that
there are reasonable grounds to
the

segregation and subordination

settlement  expansion

related in

believe separation,

of Palestinians.
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& PAKISTAN MODERN
LANEUAEE ACADEMY - PMLA

WORKING UNDER THE UMBRELLA OF THE UNIVERSAL
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF PAKISTAN - UHRCP

§ WE OFFERS WIDE RANGE OF INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES

| ONELANGUAGE AT A TIME, BRINGING THE WORLD CLOSER

COMFORTABLE SEATING & FULLY

EQUIPMENT CLASS ROOMS,

FULLY AIR CONDITIONED

ARABIC READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
CHINES READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
ENGLISH READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
FRENCH READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
TN S READING, WRITING & SPOKEN |
KOREAN READING, WRITING & SPOKEN |
120):540(€10):5:8 READING, WRITING & SPOKEN
" READING, WRITING & SPOKEN

MANY OTHER INTERNATIONAL
LANGUAGES COURSES AVAILABLE

SEPARATE CLASSES FOR BOYS & GIRLS

FREE FOR DESERVING STUDENTS

POST BOX NO: 11198,
KARACHI, POST CODE: 75300.
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AWARDS / CERTIFICATES PROGRAM OF THE CRIME DBSERVER PAKISTAN.
LINDER THE UMBRELLA OF THE
“HUMAN RIGHT COMMISSION OF PAKISTAN - UHRCP”
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National Police
Academy

he first-ever monthly bi-lingual maga-

I zine - Crime Observer which cover

varied topics of common interest, for

the people of all walks of our country - Paki-

stan like crime and penalty, social and political,

human welfare rights, sports and health fitness,

scientific and technological advancements, en-

tertainment, national and international news in
English/Urdu.

The management of the monthly maga-
zine launches programs of conferring ‘Hu-
man Rights Awards” and “Citation Certificates’
through convening graceful occasions in all
major cities of our country, with the aim of ap-
preciating and recognizing the best services to
our society and humanity, to the selected of-
ficers/jawans of Police department, Rangers,
including the officials of CAF and public sec-
tor departments for exclusive services rendered
during their job in their respective department
or agency, on provincial and national level - an
obligation of the senior citizens and senior pro-
fessionals of our country.

To dispense the awards and certificates, the
higher authorities of public sector and law en-
forcement agencies, invite the Chairman, Uni-
versal Human Rights Commission of Pakistan,
Karachi to confer the awards and certificate to
the high achievers during the graceful ceremo-
nies/occasions. During these occasions, the
interviews of the officers/jawans, who have
rendered the best performance in public sector

Islambad Police

departments are published in our above-stated -

8. C/0 Post Box No: 11129, Karachi. Post Code 75300. |
Q  Tel: 021 - 34801414, Fax: 021 - 34801415

i

% info.crimeobserver@gmail.com

www.crimeobserver.com

KPK Police

- E -

Baluchistan

Punjab Police Sindh Police Police

Magazine, so that, the people of all walks of life
of our country could know the high-achievers
in law enforcement agencies as well as in public
sector departments.

We hereby request to the higher authorities
of Police and all other law enforcement agencies
and public sector departments, including CAF,
to send us through postal or courier service, the
personal details including one snapshot of of-
ficers/jawans, who have rendered exceptional
performance and services to the office of ‘Crime
Observer Magazine’. All these would be cov-
ered in our upcoming magazine. The primary
aim of conferring the awards and certificates,
is to remove the prevailing gulf between pub-
lic and law enforcement agencies, public sector
departments, and further to it, people of our na-
tion and
country
could of-
fer their
respect to
all these
func-
tionar-
ies, from
the depth
of  their
hearts.

CRIME OBSERVER AWARD OF EXCELLENCE-2025 -
Presented To

/
— -

Presented By
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF CRIME OBSERVER-PAKISTAN
Award Committee's Chairman Lt. Col ( R ) Naukhaiz Fazal
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