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




 
 70 











 3 



Hong Kong’s last opposition party votes to disband

13 India-backed militants killed in KP terror purge

Colombia’s ELN guerrillas place communities in lockdown citing Trump 

US admiral leading US troops in Latin America to step down

Netanyahu seeks pardon from president in corruption cases

Global terror trails lead back to Kabul

Asia floods death toll tops 1,100 as troops aid survivors

Lebanon president says country does not want war with Israel

Macron tells Xi China, France must overcome ‘differences’
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










































 47 







1442 









04


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
 1469 




















 1277 














5809 































 851 












06





 2389 










 1472 









 6452 








 3342 















































 2019  5 
 35  370



































5 
 1949 






07







08








 



 75 














































 5 
 1949













09












 

























1999 






















 5 












 






 










 
















 
 






35 


 13 









 6 


14  13 
44  2024 

 



 


 18 
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
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
 47 

 12 
 15  14 

 


 18  17 
 

 19

 22  21  20 
 24  23 


 29  

2  2024


 31  20 






 





 




















































 
 













 2003 








 2005

 1980 
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






 







 18 




































 2005 


 1980


















 


















 







 

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








 






 







 1997 













 









 2022 












 

 217  2022















 15 












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
 40 40
 35 






















 2023 
 80 


























 15 


















 2400
































 21 
























 11  10 





 14  13 









 84











 11 




 












 

 5 






 












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



70 







 



 2025 10 

















70 





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 70 








 7 
 








 





 7 



























 7 




















 





















10  6 















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




 9 


 2






 22  7


 5  20










29 
 33 



 2  9

 1010 
























 1 





 2 


1992  3 


























 3 






 3 

 1992 





1 


 2 

 





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
































 





 2010 
 26 







 








































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











 17 


 










 17 





8 











 3  9 











 8 

 2 


3  3 


 9 
 10 






































 100 





 1000  27






 



 













 1926 





















20






 70 








 70 


 70 
 3 










9 










 18 


 10 
















































 6 







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







































3 
 4

 100 





















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







 2







 85  51

24 


 56 


 92  118  







 







 2022

















 



24 





 56 
 85 

















 20  










20  





 
 17 






 










 





 














 



























 70 






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 20 


  50 
10.50 







 3 




 75  26 
core 








 inflation









 26 










 10.5  0.5 
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 4 





 4
 









 6 




 22 




























 














 


 




 









 180 
 9 
 15 

 160
 4 


 7 
 6 
 1 

 10 




 15
15  30 
16  35 
3  5  5  40 

 4  8 


 12 


 7 





 180 





















 






 10 


 5 



 10









 60 



 6 



14 


40 

























 72 






25












 125 


100 

 25 
 90 


38 

 64 










 



















 





 










 2025 26 





 









 21 






















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 UAE 


 










BLA 






















 







 
















 BLF  BLA 


 


 5 








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
 BLA 

 5  






 5 














 2025 29





 5 





36 



 



























































 26  27










28

































 











 407
 830  89

 131  43

 21  26
 

 4

 2025 





 830

 22  73  85  650


 9267  837  11

 166  551  1853


 14  89 

 
 35 


 407 

 8  14  33  352


1357  1632 
 33  82  160 
 21 

7  11 

 2 
 2  4 


 43 
 10  33 


 5 

 31 


7  11 
 40  3 


 73 

 83  51  19

 128  21 
 131 

5  8  13
 


 132025


 103  119

 16 
 257 

 33 


 5  381






29

 89  407 




 DISCOs 
 GENCOs









50 

 








 


 




GEPCO  FESCO IESCO 


 EoIs 
 




 500 
























 27 




























 21 
 60 












 












 


 20  28 























30

 
 27 






 




 8 




















 10  KP 










1 
2 


 — 







 1 





 31 











 2  2026 







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
 3 













































 2 
 10 

 15

 40


 






40  6 

 20 

















 30 
 





 





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












 15 

































 4 









 51  28  3  34 
 300

 10 
 7 




 382 









 













 2025 19 






 409  34 
 1  10 

 650  25  64

 6 
 1947 

7  25


 34 
 10  409

 650  25  64  1 


 6 
 109

 25  1947 
 7 









33

 PTI  17 17 
 2 








 670 
 800




 230 
200  127  300

 104 
News  200

 subscription service 

 200  115 


150  98 
 200

 300  240

 298 
 400 


































 

















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





















 
 



















 21 





 21 





 

















21 







 





 2025 26









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 21 




















 







 

 









22  5  21



 33 
 15 






 

 K 
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

















 12 
29 

 2025  2025 




















 16 
 27 

 9  12 



 50 50 












 27  9 
2025 15 




 18








 9


 5050 

 16 
 27












870  1610 

 10 




 17 


 






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










 



 2025 





 


 7  

 


 5 
 

 15  16 
 


  2025  22 

































































 273













 


























 















38
















 








 alignersmulti 

















 135

 135  







 75 


 134 

 75 
 180 


100 








 





 92.5 
























 
 115 

101.5 
 50  26  


 







 120.25

 
 121 




 135 
 134 


 135

 75 




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 75  135 
 180 




 50  204 
45  92  330 








 








 112  400  
















 2,300


















2023  

 2023 






51  204 






 















 






 





 17 






 





21 

 























 






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












 

































 










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



















 PPMC













 




 wheeling


 



 CTBCM 







 800 



ISMO 



 — 
 — 

 


























 60 
 9 








 










 ''  '' 


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














 9 

















ISPR  



 9 










 24 



























 




















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 706 



 706



















 71 








706  2023 






2023 
 2025  2032024436




 67









 15 











 10  7.5


55  25




 12 





 30 












 10 
 55







 2023 




 5 


 32 


 14  2023

 2023 


 







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










 836.43 
 242023









 97.865 


1.088 


 32.122 
55.408 



 42.101


 19.406 

 494.779 
 65.012 

 28.654 
 




66.556 

 




 GP 






 



 


 19 




 

























 











 20 

 10 




 10 
 9 















20 

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





















 












 





 









 





2020 







 15 


2020 

 1  10 


2000 
 6.6  66 






 3 











35 
 3  10 

 2 













 15 










 19  50 











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LAHORE: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk) 
The provincial metropolis
recorded an average AQI of 291
on Sunday, placing it in the
“very unhealthy” category.

According to IQAir data, the
PM2.5 concentration was 28.4
times higher than the World
Health Organization’s annual
guideline.

In the provincial capital
Lahore, due to the increase in
pollution due to northwesterly
winds, the Punjab government
has decided to further provide
timely awareness to the
citizens, while further
tightening the anti-smog
measures.

According to EPA sources, on
the instructions of Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz, all
institutions have been directed
to be active in the field 24/7
and steps are being taken on a
scientific.

A complete record of
pollution coming from

industrial cities is being
compiled through scientific
mapping, while clear
improvement is expected in the
coming days due to
government measures.

According to the
Environment Department
sources, the inflow of pollution
has definitely increased due to
northwesterly winds, but there
is no relaxation in government
regulations.

The government has directed
citizens, especially the
vulnerable, to avoid
unnecessary outings, increase
the use of masks, drink plenty
of water and immediately
consult the nearest hospital in
case of difficulty in breathing.

Senior provincial minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb says that
the Punjab government is
implementing the most
comprehensive anti-smog plan
in the region and the situation
will further improve with
public cooperation.

The Environment Protection
Department has stopped two
buses of the Punjab University
for emitting higher quantity.

According to sources, the
action regarding the stopping of
the buses has been taken under
the orders of the Lahore High
Court. The department said that
both the buses of Punjab
University that were stopped
were emitting smoke and the
staff did not even have an
environmental fitness
certificate. They said legal
action has been initiated against
the stopped buses under the
Environment Act.

The Lahore authorities are
actively fining and taking strict
action against smoky vehicles
as part of an intensified
anti-smog campaign, issuing
thousands of challans (fines)
and impounding vehicles, with
penalties including heavy fines,
while suspension of fitness
certificates, impacting public
and private transport to combat
severe air pollution during
smog season.

Lahore experienced dry and
cold weather on Sunday, and
similar conditions are expected
on Monday.

49

Lahore’s AQI stands at
291 as anti-smog

measures intensified

NATIONAL NEWS



DUBAI: U.AE: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) A dominant
bowling effort following
Sameer Minhas and Ahmed
Hussain’s centuries helped
Pakistan crush Malaysia by 297
runs in their first game of the
U19 Asia Cup 2025 at The
Sevens, Dubai, on Friday.

Set a daunting 346-run target,
Malaysia’s batting unit could
accumulate just 48 runs against
a dominant Pakistan bowling
attack before being bowled out
in 19.4 overs.

Muhammad Akram was the
top scorer for Malaysia with a
scratchy nine off 16 deliveries,
as none of the associate nation’s
batters could amass double
figures against the Green Shirts.

Mohammad Sayyam and Ali
Raza jointly led Pakistan’s

bowling attack, taking three
wickets each, followed by
Daniyal Ali Khan with two,
while Niqab Shafiq chipped in
with one scalp. Malaysia
captain Deeaz Patro’s decision
to field first after winning the
toss backfired as the Green
Shirts’ batting unit accumulated
345/3 in their allotted 50 overs,
courtesy of a monumental
third-wicket partnership
between Sameer and Ahmed.

Pakistan, however, had a
contrasting start to their innings
as Usman Khan (one) fell victim
to Nagineswaran
Sathnakumaran on the
penultimate delivery of the
second over with just four runs
on the board. Following the
early stutter, Ali Hassan Baloch
joined Sameer in the middle for
a cautious 26-run partnership,

which culminated in the 10th
over as Sathnakumaran
dismissed the former, who
could muster 14 off 26
deliveries.

With the scoreboard reading
30/2 in 9.5 overs, Sameer and
Ahmed joined hands to turn the
game on its head as they added
203 runs at a brisk pace amid
their third-wicket partnership,
which saw both batters score
their respective centuries.

The monumental stand was
eventually broken in the
penultimate over when Ahmed
suffered a bizarre dismissal,
getting hit-wicket off
Muhammad Akram.

The middle-order batter
scored 132 off 144 deliveries,
smashing eight fours and two
sixes. Sameer, on the other
hand, carried his bat all the way
through and returned unbeaten
after top-scoring with 177 off
148 deliveries, studded with 11
fours and eight sixes. For
Malaysia, Sathnakumaran led
the wicket-taking list with two
scalps but was expensive as he
conceded 91 runs in his 10
overs, while Akram bagged one
for 64 runs in as many overs.


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J A K A R T A / B A N G K O K :
(Crime Observer Staff Reporter
+ Media Desk)The death toll
mounted to over 500 from
floods and landslides caused
by torrential rains across three
countries in Southeast Asia,
officials said on Sunday, as
re l i e f  e f f or t s  f o r  t e ns  o f
thousands of displaced people
continued over the weekend.

Indonesia,  Malaysia and
Thailand faced large-scale
devastation after a rare tropical
storm formed in the Malacca
Strait fuelling heavy rains and
wind gusts for a week. There
were 336 dead in Indonesia,
170 in  Thai land,  and two
deaths reported in Malaysia.

Rescue and relief officials in
the Southeast Asian countries
were still trying to get access to
m a n y  f l o od - h i t  a re a s  o n
Sunday even as flood waters
receded and tens of thousands
people were evacuated across
the three countries.

Over 4 million people have
been affected - nearly 3 million
in southern Thailand and 1.1

million in western Indonesia,
according to official statistics.

In Indonesia,  rel ief  and
rescue teams used helicopters
to deliver aid to people they
could not access because of
blocked roads on the western
island of Sumatra, where three
provinces had been devastated
by landslides and floods after
the rains.

From a navy chopper flying
over the iso lated town of
Palembayan in West Sumatra,
a Reuters photographer saw
large tracts of land and homes
swept away by floodwaters. As
the helicopter landed in a
soccer field, dozens of people
were already standing close by
waiting for food.

There have been reports of
people looting supply lines as
they grow desperate for relief
in other areas, officials said on
Saturday.

According to official figures,
289 people were still reported
missing and 213,000 displaced.

Thailand’s Ministry of Public
Health reported the death toll

from flooding in southern
Thailand at 170, an increase of
eight from Saturday, and 102
injuries. Songkhla Province
had the highest number of
fatalities at 131.

In neighbouring Malaysia,
there are still about 24,500
people in evacuation centres,
according to the country’s
national disaster management
a g e n c y .  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
authorities lifted tropical storm
and continuous rain warnings
on Saturday, forecasting clear
skies for most of the country.

Parts of the country were
battered last week by heavy
rain and wind. Malaysia’s
foreign ministry said it had
e v a c u a t e d  o v e r  6 , 2 0 0
Malaysian nationals stranded
in Thailand.

On Sunday the ministry put
out an advisory to its citizens
living in Indonesia’s West
Sumatra to register with the
local consulate for assistance. It
said a 30-year-old Malaysian
had been reported missing
following a landslide.
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WAS HINGTON :  (Crime
Observer Staff  Reporter  +
Me d ia  D e s k)  T he  T ru m p
administration on Thursday
announced increased vetting of
applicants for H-1B visas for
highly skilled workers, with an
internal State Department
memo saying that anyone
involved in “censorship” of
free speech be considered for
rejection.

H-1B visas, which allow US
employers to  hire foreign
workers in specialty fields, are
crucial for US tech companies
which recruit heavily from
countries including India and
C h i n a .  M a n y  o f  t h o s e
companies’ leaders threw their
support behind Trump in the
last presidential election.

The cable, sent to all  US
miss io ns  on  December 2 ,
orders US consular officers to
review resumes or LinkedIn
profiles of H-1B applicants -
and family members who
would be travelling with them

- to see if they have worked in
areas that include activities
s u c h  a s  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n ,
d i s i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t e n t
moderation, fact-checking,
compliance and online safety,
among others.

Details on the enhanced
v e t t i n g  f o r  H - 1 B  v i s a s ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f o c u s  o n
censorship and free speech,
have not been previously
reported.

T he  ca ble  s a id  a l l  v i s a
applicants were subject to this
p o l i c y ,  b u t  s o u g h t  a
heightened review for the H-1B
a p p l i c a n t s  g i v e n  t h e y
frequent ly  worked in the
technology sector “including in
socia l  media  or  f i nanc ia l
services companies involved in
the suppression of protected
expression.”

“ Y o u  m u s t  t ho r o u g h l y
explore their employment
h i s t o r i e s  t o  e n s u r e  n o
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s u c h
activities,” the cable said.

T h e  n e w  v e t t i n g
requirements apply to both
new and repeat applicants.

“We do not support aliens
coming to the United States to
work as censors muzzling
Americans.

“In the past, the president
himself was the victim of this
kind of abuse when social
media companies locked his
accounts. He does not want
other Americans to suffer this
way. Allowing foreigners to
lead this type of censorship
would both insult and injure
the American people,” the
spokesperson said.

The Trump administration
h a s  m a d e  f r e e  s p e e c h ,
particularly what it sees as the
stifling of conservative voices
online, a focus of its foreign
policy.

Officials have repeatedly
wei ghe d i n  on  E uro pea n
politics to denounce what they
s a y  i s  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f
r i g h t - w i n g  p o l i t i c i a n s ,
i n c l u d i n g  i n  R o m a n i a ,
Germany and France, accusing
E u r o p e a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f
censoring views like criticism
of immigration in the name of
countering disinformation.
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LONDON: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk) 
S eni or  UK spe c ia l  f orc es
leaders covered up potential
war crimes in Afghanistan, a
former high-ranking officer has
told a public inquiry probing
th e  c l a i m s ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o
evidence released on Monday.

The off icer  a l leged two
former directors of the special
forces and others failed to act
on concerns that units carried
out unlawful killings while
operating in the country more
than a decade ago.

The inquiry, which opened
in 2023 at London´s Royal
C o u r t s  o f  J u s t i c e ,  i s
investigating the accusations
abou t  the  spec ia l  fo rces ´
c o n d u c t  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n
between 2010 and 2013.

“I was deeply troubled by
what I strongly suspected was
t h e  u n l a w f u l  k i l l i n g  o f
i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e , ”  t h e
whis t lebl owing  of f i cer  - -

known only to the inquiry as
N1466  - -  sa id  i n  wi tne ss
testimony.

He added he came “to the
v i e w  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f
extrajudicial killings was not
confined to a small number of
soldiers or a single sub-unit ...
but  was potentia l ly  more
widespread”. Mansour Aziz,
the  u nc l e  o f  two  Afghan
children seriously injured by
UK special forces while their
parents were allegedly shot
dead in their beds.

“Even to this day they are
grieving the incident that
happened to  us . . .  We are
asking for the court to listen to
these  ch i ldren and br ing
j u s t i c e , ”  h e  s a i d .  T h e
whist leblower said senior
off icers  had impeded his
efforts to “do the right thing”
and that he “lost confidence”
in their willingness to report
the allegations to military
police investigators.

The inquiry, led by a senior
UK judge, is scrutinising two
investigations conducted by
the royal military police, which
is responsible for the policing
of army personnel. It follows
legal challenges by the families
of  some of  the  dozens of
people allegedly murdered by
Bri t i sh  spe c ia l  fo rce s ,  i n
particular during night raids.

A f g h a n  f a m i l i e s  h a v e
accused units of the famous
Special Air Service,  widely
known by its SAS acronym, of
conducting a “campaign of
murder” against civilians. The
BBC reported in 2022 that one
SAS squadron had killed at
least 54 people,  including
detainees and children, in
su spi c ious c i rcumstances
during one six-month tour of
Afghanistan.

The  whis t leblower  said
concerns about possible “war
crimes” were first flagged to
the director of special forces in
early 2011 but not acted on. No
charges have been brought by
police in the case raised by
M a n s o u r  A z i z  u n d e r
Operation Northmoor probe,
which was set up in 2014 to
examine the accusations.
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Hong Kong: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk) 
Hong Kong’s last major
opposition party disbanded on
Sunday after a vote by its
members, the culmination of

Chinese pressure on the city’s
remaining liberal voices in a
years-long security crackdown.

The Democratic Party has
been Hong Kong’s flagship
opposition since its founding

three years before the financial
hub’s return to Chinese rule
from Britain in 1997.

It used to sweep city-wide
legislative elections and push
China on democratic reforms
and upholding freedom.

However, mass
pro-democracy protests in 2019
against a perceived tightening
of China’s grip on the city
prompted Beijing to enact a
sweeping national security law
to stifle dissent.

On Sunday, members of the
Democratic Party voted to
disband the party and to enter
liquidation, Chairman Lo
Kin-hei told reporters after an
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extraordinary general meeting.
“To have journeyed through

these three decades, shoulder to
shoulder with the people of
Hong Kong, has been our
greatest honour. Throughout
these years, we have always
treated the well-being of Hong
Kong and its people as our
guiding purpose,” Lo said.

Of 121 votes cast, 117 voted
to disband while 4 abstained.

Senior party members
previously told Reuters they
had been approached by
Chinese officials or middlemen
and told to disband or face
severe consequences, including
possible arrest.

There was no immediate
response to a request for
comment from the Hong Kong
Liaison Office, China’s main
representative body in Hong
Kong.

Emily Lau, a former
Democratic Party chairwoman,
expressed regret at the vote’s
outcome.

“Why does an organisation
that has done so much for Hong
Kong need to end like this? I
find it very problematic,” she
said.

China’s “one country, two

systems” arrangement,
promises Hong Kong a high
degree of autonomy.

However in recent years,
authorities have used new
security laws to arrest scores of
opponents, disband civil
society groups and close media
outlets.

“We were never able to have
democracy.

We never had the chance to
elect our government… We
hope it (the principle of one
country, two systems) won’t
keep shrinking more and more.
We hope there won’t be more
and more people being
arrested,” Lau said.

The vote to disband comes a
week after Hong Kong held a
“patriots only” legislative

council election and one day
before media mogul and China
critic Jimmy Lai receives a
verdict in a landmark national
security trial.

China’s move in 2021 to
overhaul Hong Kong’s electoral
system – allowing only those
vetted as “patriots” to run for
public office – marginalised the
Democratic Party by removing
it from mainstream politics.

In June, another
pro-democracy group, the
League of Social Democrats,
said it would disband amid
“immense political pressure”.

Senior Democratic Party
members Wu Chi-wai, Albert
Ho, Helena Wong and Lam
Cheuk-ting have been jailed or
held in custody under a
national security law that China
imposed in 2020 in response to
mass pro-democracy protests
the year before.

Some governments, including
those of the US and Britain,
have criticised the law, saying it
has been used to stifle dissent
and individual freedom.

China has said no freedom is
absolute and that the national
security law has restored
stability to Hong Kong.
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Province: (Crime Observer Staff
Reporter + Media Desk) 
Security forces have killed 13

khwarij terrorists belonging to
Indian Proxy Fitna Al Khwarij
in two separate engagements in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province.

“On reported presence of
khwarij, an intelligence based
operation was conducted by the
Security Forces in Mohmand
District. During the conduct of
operation, own troops
effectively engaged the khwarij
location and after an intense fire
exchange, seven khwarij were
sent to hell,” Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR).

In another Intelligence based
operation conducted in Bannu
District, six more khwarij were
effectively neutralised by
Security Forces.
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“Sanitization operations are
being conducted to eliminate
any other Indian sponsored
kharji found in the area as
relentless Counter Terrorism
campaign under vision “Azm e
Istehkam” (as approved by
Federal Apex Committee on
National Action Plan) by
Security Forces and Law
Enforcement Agencies of
Pakistan will continue at full
pace to wipe out menace of
foreign sponsored and
supported terrorism from the
country,” it further said.

President Asif Ali Zardari
paid tribute to the security
forces for eliminating terrorists
operating under Indian
patronage.

Also, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif paid tribute to security
forces for carrying out two
separate successful operations
against terrorists in district
Mohmand and district Bannu.
The PM said that entire nation
was united against terrorism
and was fully determined to
completely root out all types of
terrorism from the country.

At least 502 people, including
security personnel, were
martyred in terrorism-related

incidents across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) during the
current year, according to a
police report released on
Sunday.

Police have issued a detailed
report on the human losses
caused by terrorism in the
province. The report states that

1,588 terrorist incidents were
recorded in KP this year. As a
result of these attacks, 223
civilians were martyred and 570
injured.

According to the report, 137
police personnel were martyred
and 236 injured, while 18
personnel from other law

enforcement agencies also lost
their lives. In addition, 124
Federal Constabulary (FC)
personnel were martyred and
244 injured in terrorist
incidents.

The report further revealed
that 348 terrorists were killed
during various security
operations conducted
throughout the year.

Region-wise data shows that
the Bannu region recorded the
highest number of cases with
394 incidents. In Bannu, 41
police personnel were martyred
and 89 injured, while 54
civilians lost their lives and 125
were injured.

In Dera Ismail Khan region,
152 cases were registered,
where 137 terrorists were killed.
North Waziristan reported 181
cases with 38 civilians martyred
and 182 injured.

Meanwhile, 103 cases were
registered in South Waziristan,
resulting in 39 civilian deaths
and 86 injuries.

The report highlights the
continuing security challenges
faced by the forces and civilians
amid ongoing counterterrorism
operations.


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BOGOTA: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk) 
C o l o m b i a ’ s  N a t i o n a l
L i b e r a t i o n  A r m y  ( E L N )
g u e r r i l l a  g r o u p  o r d e r e d
civilians in areas under its

control on Friday to stay home
for three days as it carries out
military exercises in response
to “intervention” threats from
US President Donald Trump.

T h e  E L N ,  t h e  o l d e s t

surviving guerrilla group in
the Americas, controls key
drug-producing regions of
Colombia and vowed Friday to
f i g h t  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s
“ d ef en s e ”  i n  th e  f a c e  o f
Trump’s “threats of imperialist
intervention.”

Amid a major US pressure
campaign against Venezuela,
w h i c h  m a n y  v i e w  a s  a n
attempt to push out strongman
Nicolas Maduro, Trump on
W e d n e s d a y  w a r n e d  t h a t
Colombia’s leftist President
Gustavo Petro could “be next”
over his country’s mass cocaine
production.

“He’s going to have himself
som e b i g  prob le ms i f  he

59

Colombia’s ELN
guerrillas place
communities in
lockdown citing

Trump ‘intervention’
threats

INTERNATIONAL NEWS



doesn’t wise up. Colombia is
producing a lot of drugs,”
Trump told reporters, when
asked if he expected to speak
with frequent foe Petro.

“He better wise up, or he’ll
be next...I hope he’s listening.”

The ELN urged civilians in
areas it controls to stay indoors
for 72 hours starting at 6:00 am
on Sunday, avoiding main
roads and rivers.

“It is necessary for civilians
not to mix with fighters to
avoid accidents,” the group
said in a statement.

Petro criticized the move on
soc ia l  media ,  say ing one
“ d oe s n ’ t  p ro t e s t  a ga i n s t
anyone by killing peasants and
taking away their freedom.”

“You, gentlemen of the ELN,
are declaring an armed strike
not against Trump, but in favor
of the drug traffickers who
control you,” he wrote on X.

Colombian Defense Minister
Pedro Sanchez dismissed the
ELN move as “nothing more
than criminal coercion” and
vowed the military “will be
e v e r y w h e r e  - -  i n  e v e r y
mountain, every jungle, every
river” to counter its threat.

With a force of about 5,800

combatants, the ELN is present
in over a fifth of Colombia’s
1,100-plus municipali t ies,
according to the Insight Crime
research center.

The ELN has also taken part
in failed peace negotiations
with Colombia’s  last  f ive
governments.

While claiming to be driven
by leftist, nationalist ideology,
the ELN is deeply rooted in the
drug trade and has become one
of the region’s most powerful
organized crime groups.

It  vies for terri tory and
contro l  o f  l u cra t iv e  coca
plantations and trafficking
routes with dissident fighters
that refused to lay down arms
when the FARC guerrilla army
disarmed under a 2016 peace
deal.

One ELN stronghold is the
Catatumbo region near the
Venezuelan border -- one of
the areas with the most coca
crops in the world.

Colombia is the world’s top
cocaine producer, according to
the UN.

- Souring ties -
Historically strong relations

b e t w e e n  B o g o t a  a n d
Wa sh in gt on  h a ve  d ee pl y

soured since Trump’s return to
office.

Petro, who came to power in
2022 as Colombia’s first-ever
leftist president, has openly
clashed with Trump calling
him “rude and ignorant” and
comparing him to Adolf Hitler.

T h e  C o l o m b i a n  l e a d e r
d e n o u n c e d  t h e  T r u m p
administration’s treatment of
migrants and what he has
termed the  “ex tra judicia l
executions” of nearly 90 people
in str ikes on boats in the
Caribbean and Pacific the US
claims, without providing
evidence, were ferrying drugs.

Petro has also cri ticized
W a s h i n g t o n ’ s  m i l i t a r y
deployment within striking
distance of Venezuela, where
Maduro fears he is the target of
a regime-change plot under the
g u i s e  o f  a n  a n t i - d r u g
operation.

Washington, in turn, has
a c c u s e d  P e t r o  o f  d r u g
t r a f f i c k i n g  a n d  i m p o s e d
sanctions.

Trump removed Bogota
from a list of allies in the fight
against narco trafficking, but
the country has so far escaped
harsher punishment.
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ISLAMABAD: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Indonesian
President Prabowo Subianto on
Tuesday agreed to enhance
bilateral trade, expand
cooperation in health,
agriculture, Information
Technology, science, and
education, and deepen
coordination on regional and
global issues, including
Palestine.

In a joint press stakeout along
with President of Indonesia
Prabowo Subiato at the PM
House, Shehbaz Sharif said
Pakistan and Indonesia were
committed to boosting bilateral
trade, which currently stood at
US$4.5 billion, noting that over
90 percent of the total trade
comprised of palm oil import

from Indonesia to Pakistan.
He said both sides discussed

corrective measures to help
balance trade between the two
countries, including increasing
Pakistan’s exports in
agriculture, IT-led initiatives,
and other sectors.

The prime minister also
offered to send doctors,
dentists, medical professors,
and other health experts to
Indonesia to help meet the
needs of Indonesian medical
universities and hospitals.

Referring to regional and
global issues, the prime
minister praised Indonesia’s
stance on Gaza and said it was
time for the international
community to act to stop the
ongoing bloodshed. He
expressed confidence that the
bond between the two countries
would continue to grow and
that President Prabowo’s visit
would take relations to “new
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heights.”
President Prabowo Subianto

thanked the government and
people of Pakistan for the warm
reception, noting that his
aircraft was escorted by
Pakistan Air Force JF-17
Thunder jets.

The Indonesian president
said the bilateral meeting was
productive and resulted in
agreements across several areas
of cooperation, including trade,
education, agriculture, science
and technology.

President Prabowo
welcomed Pakistan’s offer to
assist in the health sector,
saying Indonesia had vast
needs for doctors, dentists, and
medical experts, and termed
Pakistan’s support strategic and
critical.

He said both countries were
closely coordinating their
foreign policies, particularly on
Palestine and Gaza, reaffirming
Indonesia’s support for a
two-state solution. He added
that the foreign ministers of
both sides remained in close
contact.

The two sides also signed
multiple accords to strengthen
bilateral cooperation across

different sectors, including
Halal trade, small and medium
enterprises, higher education,
anti-narcotics and health.

The accords were signed at a
ceremony held at PM House as
part of the ongoing two-day
visit of the Indonesian
President Prabowo Subianto,
following his one-on-one
meeting and delegation-level
talks with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

The two leaders witnessed
the ceremony as ministers from
both sides formally exchanged
the pre-signed documents of
agreements and Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs).

An agreement was signed
between Ministry of Higher
Education, Science, and
Technology of Indonesia and
Higher Education Commission
(HEC) of Pakistan on mutual
recognition of higher education
certificates and degrees.

Another agreement was
signed for the grant program on
“The Indonesian Aid
Scholarships” and the
documents were exchanged by
Indonesian Foreign Minister
Sugiono and Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui.

Pakistan and Indonesia
signed an MoU on cooperation
in Halal trade and certification
and Foreign Minister Sugiono
and Commerce Minister Jam
Kamal Khan exchanged the
documents.

Minister for National Food
Security Rana Tanveer Hussain
and the Indonesian foreign
minister exchanged the MoU
documents on facilitation and
business development for Small
and Medium Enterprises.

Two countries also signed an
MoU on archives cooperation,
with the documents exchanged
by Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar and
the Indonesian Foreign Minister
Sugiono.

They also exchanged the
documents of another MoU on
cooperation in preventing and
combating illicit drug
trafficking.

Both sides signed an MoU on
cooperation in the field of
health, and the documents were
exchanged by the Indonesian
foreign minister and Minister of
National Health Services,
Regulation Syed Mustafa
Kamal.


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WASHINGTON: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) The admiral in
charge of US military forces in
Latin America will retire two
years early on Friday, amid
rising tensions with Venezuela
that include Wednesday’s
seizure of an oil tanker and
more than 20 deadly strikes on
suspected drug-smuggling
boats.

Three U.S. officials and two
people familiar with the matter
told Reuters that Admiral Alvin
Holsey was pushed out by
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.
Two officials said Hegseth had
grown frustrated with Southern
Command as he sought to flex
US military operations and
planning in the region.

One official confirmed that
discussion of whether Hegseth

would dismiss Holsey surfaced
roughly two weeks before the
surprise announcement of his
departure.

Holsey has not publicly
explained his early retirement.
Some officials have privately
speculated he opposed recent
U.S. strikes on suspected drug
vessels in the Caribbean.
However, in a closed-door
meeting with senior lawmakers
on Tuesday, Holsey insisted his
decision had nothing to do with
the operations in his command,
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according to comments by
Republican lawmaker Mike
Rogers published in Politico.

Holsey will formally hand
over command to his deputy,
Air Force Lt Gen. Evan Pettus,
during a ceremony Friday
morning. Pettus will serve as
acting head of US Southern
Command.

One source familiar with the
matter said President Donald
Trump is expected to nominate
Lieutenant General Frank
Donovan, vice commander of
US Special Operations
Command, as Holsey’s
permanent successor. The
source cautioned that the
nomination has not yet been
formalized and could change.

Holsey’s premature
retirement is rare but not
unprecedented. In 2008, Central
Command commander Admiral
William Fallon also retired a
year into his term overseeing
US forces in the Middle East
after making comments about
Iran and other issues that irked
the Bush administration.

Holsey is the latest in a series
of senior officers to leave their
positions since Hegseth took
over the Pentagon. Some

departures have been abrupt,
including those of the chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, CQ
Brown and the top naval officer,
Lisa Franchetti, who was the
first woman to hold that post.

Holsey’s departure comes as
the Trump administration
signals a major foreign policy
shift. A strategy document
released this week called for
reviving the 19th-century
Monroe Doctrine, which
declared the Western
Hemisphere to be Washington’s
zone of influence.

A major U.S. military buildup
of warships in the Caribbean —
including the deployment of an
aircraft carrier strike group —
has underscored that policy
shift, along with new U.S.
training deployments to a
revived jungle school in
Panama.

In recent months, Trump has
intensified pressure on
Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro, a close ally of Russia
and China whom Washington
accuses of drug trafficking —
allegations Maduro denies.
Maduro claims the US military
buildup aims to topple him and
seize Venezuela’s oil resources.

The US Coast Guard’s seizure
of an oil tanker on Wednesday
was the first interdiction of
Venezuelan crude amid US
sanctions that have been in
force since 2019. Reuters
reported on Thursday that the
United States is preparing to
intercept more ships carrying
Venezuelan oil.

Trump’s military operations
against alleged drug smugglers
have been under intense
scrutiny following a September
2 decision to launch a second
strike on a suspected drug boat
in the Caribbean.

The Defense Department’s
Law of War Manual forbids
attacks on combatants who are
incapacitated, unconscious or
shipwrecked, as long as they
abstain from hostilities and do
not attempt to escape. The
manual cites firing upon
shipwreck survivors as an
example of a “clearly illegal”
order that should be refused.

The Trump administration
has framed the attacks as a war
with drug cartels, calling them
armed groups and saying the
drugs being carried to the
United States kill Americans.


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O C C U P I E D  A L - Q U D S :
(Crime Observer Staff Reporter
+ Media Desk) Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
on trial  facing corruption
charges, announced on Sunday
he had submitted a pardon
r e q u e s t ,  s a y i n g  t h e
lo n g - ru n n i ng  cas e s  w e re
tearing the country apart.

“The trial in my case has
been ongoing for nearly six
years,  and is  expected to
c o nt i n u e  f o r  m a n y  m ore
years,” Netanyahu said in a
video s tatement,  wi thou t
admitting guilt.

He explained he wanted to
see the process through until
acquittal, “but the security and
political reality -- the national
interest -- dictate otherwise.

The State of Israel is facing
enormous challenges.”

“The continuation of the trial

is tearing us apart from within,
arousing f ierce div is ions,
intensifying rifts,” he added.

The cases against Netanyahu
have exposed divisions in
Israeli society between his
supporters and opponents.
Netanyahu´s backers have
d i s m i s s e d  t h e  t r i a l s  a s
politically motivated.

The premier and his wife
Sara are accused in one case of
accepting more than $260,000
worth of luxury goods such as
c i g a r s ,  j e w e l l e r y  a n d
champagne from billionaires in
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exchange for political favours.
H e  i s  a l s o  a c c u s e d  o f

attempting to negotiate more
favourable coverage from two
Israeli media outlets in two
other cases.

Netanyahu said the demand
for him to testify three times a
week had “tipped the scales”,
ca l l i ng  i t  an  “ im poss ib le
requirement”.

“An immediate end to the
trial will greatly help to lower
the flames and promote the
broad reconciliation that our
country so desperately needs.”

Netanyahu´s statement was
accompanied by a 111-page
letter his lawyers submitted to
Herzog which likewise did not
admit culpability. Herzog´s
o f f i c e  c o n f i r m e d  i t  h a d
received Netanyahu´s request.

“This is an extraordinary

request which carries with it
significant implications. After
receiving all of the relevant
opinions, the president will
responsibly and sincerely
consider the request,” the head

of s tate´s office  sa id in a
statement.

I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  H e r z o g
indicated that he could grant
Netanyahu a pardon, saying in
an interview that the prime
m i n i s t e r ´ s  c a s e  “ w e i g h s
heavily on Israeli society”.

Netanyahu, 76, is Israel´s
l o n ge s t - s e rv i ng  p re m i e r ,
having spent more than 18
years in the post across three
spells since 1996.

During his current term,
which started in late 2022,
N e t a n y a h u  p r o p o s e d
far-reaching judicial reforms
that cr i t ics say  sought to

weaken the courts.
Those prompted massive

p r o t e s t s  t h a t  w e r e  o n l y
curtailed after the onset of the
Gaza war in October 2023.

Likud leader Netanyahu has
said he will stand in the next
elections, due to be held before
the end of 2026.

The timing of Netanyahu´s
request -- submitted a few
weeks after Trump´s letter to
Herzog -- was “an orchestrated
move”, according to Israeli
legal expert Eli Salzberger.

Herzog´s decision could take
weeks, and if he grants the
pardon,  i t  i s  l ikely to  be
challenged in the Supreme
Co u r t ,  d r a g g i n g  o u t  th e
process even further,  said
Salzberger, a law professor at
the University of Haifa.

“Netanyahu ,  o f  cours e ,
wants to come to the next
elections... without this heavy
item of a trial.”

According to Israeli  law,
however, a pardon can only be
g r a n t e d  t o  a  c o n v i c t e d
c r i m i n a l ,  a n d  t h e  l e g a l
precedents to grant it before
the end of the trial are “very
slim”.


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KABUL: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk) 
Sydney’s Bondi Beach, known
for sun and surf, fell silent in
terror on the first night of
Hanukkah. Two gunmen
opened fire on a crowded
Jewish festival at the seaside
park, killing at least 12 people
and wounding nearly 30.
Families who moments earlier
were celebrating under summer
skies suddenly found
themselves fleeing for their
lives. By the end of the carnage,
one suspected attacker was
dead and the second lay
critically wounded. Police soon
swarmed a home in the suburb
of Bonnyrigg, raiding the
residence of 24-year-old
Naveed Akram – identified by
authorities as one of the two
shooters. Initial reports, largely
spearheaded by Indian social
media, had labelled Akram a
“Pakistani Muslim man;”
security sources later clarified
that he was in fact an Afghan
national from Nangarhar

province. The distinction is
more than a matter of
biography. It points to a bloody
thread tying this beachside
massacre to decades of turmoil
an ocean away.

Amid the chaos, a remarkable
act of bravery emerged:
43-year-old Ahmed al-Ahmed, a
local father and fruit shop
owner, rushed toward danger
rather than away from it. Video
widely shared on social media
shows him unexpectedly
tackling one of the shooters
from behind, wrestling a rifle
from the attacker’s hands, and
placing the weapon aside; an
act that saved many lives.
Al-Ahmed, who had no formal
training with firearms, suffered
two gunshot wounds in the
struggle and was hospitalised,
but is being hailed nationwide
as a hero.

Just weeks before the Bondi
attack, another Afghan-born
assailant made global
headlines. In Washington, DC,
mere blocks from the White

House, a 29-year-old Afghan
evacuee ambushed two
National Guard members,
killing one and gravely
wounding the other. The
suspect, Rahmanullah
Lakanwal, had arrived in the US
in 2021 under a refugee
program after working with
American forces in Afghanistan.
His betrayal of that refuge sent
shockwaves through the halls of
power. President Donald
Trump swiftly blamed
“Biden-era immigration vetting
failures” and ordered a
sweeping review of asylum
cases, halting Afghan
immigration processing
indefinitely. In a single stroke,
the alleged act of one Afghan
man brought America’s entire
post-war Afghan resettlement
effort to a grinding standstill.
Afghan immigrants across the
US – many of them former US
allies who fled Taliban revenge
– woke up to a harsh new
reality: broad suspicion and
policy whiplash sparked by a
lone gunman. The pattern is
stark: within a month, two
attacks on two continents
shared a troubling common
denominator. Both alleged
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perpetrators hailed from
Afghanistan’s recent tumult,
exporting violence to countries
that gave them shelter.

For Pakistan, these events
carry a grim sense of déjà vu.
This nightmare is not new for
Pakistan. The country has long
been the world’s unwilling test
case – hosting millions of
Afghan refugees and
weathering the extremist
violence that sometimes
followed. From the 1980s Soviet
war through the post-9/11 era,
Pakistan opened its borders to
waves of Afghans fleeing
conflict. According to the UN,
almost 4 million Afghan
refugees live in Pakistan today,
including generations born on
Pakistani soil. But refuge has
come at a terrible price. The
militants of Afghanistan’s
endless wars did not always
remain contained by the
Durand Line. In recent years,
Pakistan has been hit by a fierce
resurgence of terrorism
emanating from Afghan soil.
Officials in Islamabad point to a
stark statistic as evidence: 14 of
24 suicide bombings in
Pakistan this year were carried
out by Afghan nationals. In

other words, more than half of
the suicide attackers wreaking
havoc in Pakistani cities had
crossed over from the very
nation Pakistan harboured
refugees from. It is an
excruciating irony that has left
Pakistanis feeling vindicated
yet furious. After bearing the
brunt of regional jihadist
violence for decades, Pakistan
sees the West now jolted awake
by the same threat-only after it
struck.

Even as Australians and
Americans grapple with these
sobering parallels, a familiar
propaganda machine churned
online. Within hours of the
Bondi Beach bloodshed, social
media accounts from India to
Kabul lit up with false claims
pinning the attack on Pakistan.
An Israeli newspaper, The
Jerusalem Post, even ran a story
suggesting police were
investigating a “Pakistani”
suspect. Such assertions
collapsed as facts emerged. The
shooter was Afghan, not
Pakistani – a crucial detail
confirmed by security
investigators. For Pakistan, it
was a frustratingly familiar
scenario: a tragedy unfolds, and

fingers point reflexively its way
before evidence has a chance to
catch up with rumour. This
time, however, the record was
set straight swiftly. The
knee-jerk blaming of Pakistan
not only maligned an already
embattled nation. It has also
obscured the broader reality of
where the menace is really
stemming from. When the
smoke cleared, the world was
left facing an uncomfortable
truth–the locus of these recent
horrors lies in Afghanistan’s
lethal mix of militant networks
and chaos, not in the country
that has housed its refugees.

Pakistan’s leaders are now
asking, with some justification,
if the world will finally confront
what Islamabad has been
warning of all along. Last
month, Pakistan embarked on a
crackdown to expel
undocumented Afghan
migrants, citing exactly such
security threats. Human rights
groups have criticised the
move, warning of collective
punishment. However,
Pakistani officials counter that
repeated attacks traced to
Afghan soil have left them with
few options.
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LAHORE: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk) 
Federal Minister for Planning
Development and Special
Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal said on
Saturday that Mian Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif had introduced
development based politics in
the country.

He said this while addressing
the launching ceremony of the
book titled ‘Mard-e-Ahan
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif’
written by Muhammad Nawaz
Raza at Lahore Press Club.

He said, “Nawaz Sharif has
huge fan following just because
he came up with country’s
economic agenda to ensure
development and prosperity.”

The minister said that credit
goes to Nawaz Sharif that he
had launched all big and worth
mentioning development
projects in the country.

He stated that Nawaz Sharif
had not only tried to give new
direction to the country’s
economy but understanding the
requirements of modern

economy, Mian Nawaz Sharif
had introduced economic
reforms during 1990 and 1991.

He said that India followed
almost all those reforms
introduced in Pakistan by
Nawaz Sharif and Manmohan
Singh had admitted that India
had benefited from these
reforms. Ahsan Iqbal said that it
was very unfortunate that
Pakistan could not continue

those reforms in the country
which resulted in bringing
instability.

He said that if Nawaz Sharif
had implemented those reforms
for 10 years in the country then
he would have been recognised
as greater leader than Mahathir
Mohamad.

He said that when in 2013,
Nawaz Sharif came to power,
Pakistan had been facing worst
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electricity load shedding crisis,
terrorism and economy was in
poor condition but under the
dynamic leadership of Nawaz
Sharif country was steered out
of these challenges.

He said that China Pakistan
Economic Corridor project
highlighted country as
emerging economy in the
world.

Ahsan Iqbal said that in 2017,
through a conspiracy PML-N
government was toppled and
the development journey in the
country was halted.

He said, “Nawaz Sharif has
made remarkable efforts for
ensuring connectivity in the
country adding that today
travelling time from Gilgit to
Sakrdu had reduced to almost
03 hours from 12 to 13 hours.”

Federal minister said that
travelling time from Multan to
Lahore and Sukkur to Multan
had reduced.

Karachi, Hyderabad
motorways, roads in
Balochistan and travelling time
between Gwadar to Quetta had
reduced.

He termed Nawaz Sharif as
‘Sher Shah Suri’ of Pakistan who
ensured connectivity in the

country through spreading a
huge network of roads and
motorways.

The minister said, “Nawaz
Sharif has faced a lot of
conspiracies and negative
propoganda and he is most
held accountable politician in
the country’s history.”

He said that Nawaz Sharif
had faced cases like ‘Iqama’ etc
adding that Nawaz Sharif had
not faced any corruption case.

He said that it was very
unfortunate that conspiracy was
hatched against Nawaz Sharif to
tarnish his image and
contributions for the country’s
development.

He said for him Nawaz Sharif
was an architect of modern
Pakistan who laid foundation of
modern economy in the
country.

He said, “There is a need of
‘charter of Pakistan’ which may
include charter of democracy,
charter of economy, charter of
society and charter of security
in it.”

He said that Pakistan Armed
Forces had defeated its enemy
in ‘Marka-i-Haq’ and now
country’s enemy was trying to
weaken Pakistan through

terrorism. He said it was highly
important to ensure stability in
the country adding that
freedom of journalism should
not be misused.

He said, “We respect
freedom of expression but if it
is used for levelling false
allegations then it is not
needed.”

He said that media
organizations should develop a
code of conduct through which
elements using freedom of
expression in wrong way could
be stopped. He said that
collective efforts were required
to make Pakistan 1 trillion
dollars economy by 2035 and 3
trillion dollars economy by
2047.

He said that different nations
in the world had developed
through ensuring peace,
stability and continuity of
policies.

Pakistan could not afford any
sort of chaos he said and added
that all energies should be
utilized for ensuring
‘Marka-i-Tareeqi’ in the
country. He also congratulated
author of the book and
appreciated his efforts in the
field of journalism.
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PADANG, Indonesia: (Crime
Observer Staff  Reporter  +
Media Desk) The toll in deadly
flooding and landslides across
parts of Asia climbed past
1,100 on Monday as hardest-hit

S r i  L ank a  an d Ind one s i a
deployed military personnel to
help survivors.

Separate weather systems
brought torrential, extended
rainfall to the entire island of

Sri Lanka and large parts of
Indonesia´s Sumatra, southern
T h a i l a n d  a n d  n o r t h e r n
Malaysia last week.

M u c h  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  i s
cu rrent ly  in  i t s  monsoon
season but climate change is
producing more extreme rain
events and turbocharging
storms. The World Health
Organisa t i on  sa id  i t  was
deploying rapid response
teams and critical supplies to
the region.

T he  U N a gency ´s  ch ie f
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
told reporters in Geneva that it
was “another reminder of how
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climate change is driving more
frequent and more extreme
w e a t h e r  e v e n t s ,  w i t h
d i s a s t r o u s  e f f e c t s ” .  T h e
relentless rains left residents
clinging to rooftops awaiting
rescue by boat or helicopter,
and cut entire villages off from
assistance.

Arriving in North Sumatra
o n  M o n d a y ,  I n d o n e s i a n
President Prabowo Subianto
said “the worst has passed,
hopefully”. The government´s
“ p r i o r i ty  n ow  i s  ho w  t o
i m m e d i a t e l y  s e n d  t h e
necessary aid”, with particular
focus on several cut-off areas,
he added.

Prabowo is under increasing
pressure to declare a national
emergency in response to
flooding and landslides that
have killed at least 593 people,
with nearly 470 still missing.
U n l i k e  h i s  S r i  L a n k a n
counterpart, Prabowo has also
avoided publicly calling for
international assistance.

The toll is the deadliest in a
natural disaster in Indonesia
s i n c e  a  m a s s i v e  2 0 1 8
earthquake and subsequent
tsunami killed more than 2,000
p e o p l e  i n  S u l aw e s i .  T h e

government has sent three
warships carrying aid and two
hospital ships to some of the
worst-hit areas, where many
roads remain impassable. In
N o r t h  Ac e h ,  2 8 - y e ar - o l d
Misbahul Munir described
walking through water that
reached his neck to get back to
his parents.

“Everything in the house
was destroyed because it was
submerged,” he told AFP. “I
have only the clothes I am
wearing,” he said in tears. “In
other places, there were a lot of
people  who died.  We are
grateful that we are healthy.”

In Sri Lanka, the government
called for international aid and
used military helicopters to
reach people  st randed by
f l o o d i n g  a n d  l a n d s l i d e s
triggered by Cyclone Ditwah.
At least 366 people have been
killed, Sri Lankan officials said
on Monday, with another 367
still missing. Floodwaters in
the capital Colombo peaked
overnight. Now that the rain
has stopped, there were hopes
that  wate rs  w ou ld  b egi n
receding. Some shops and
offices have reopened.

The floodwaters came as a

su rpr ise  to  som e arou nd
Colombo.  “Every year we
experience minor floods, but
t h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e , ”
d e l i v e ry  d r i v e r  D i n u s h a
Sanjaya, 37, told AFP. “It is not
just the amount of water, but
how quickly everything went
under.”

Officials said the extent of
t h e  d a m a g e  i n  t h e
worst-affected central region
was only just being revealed as
relief workers cleared roads
blocked by fallen trees and
mudslides. President Anura
Ku mara Di ssanayake  has
declared a state of emergency
to deal with what he called the
“most challenging natural
disaster in our history”.

The Sri Lankan president
received a phone call from
I n d i a ´ s  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r
Narendra Modi on Monday to
assure him of New Delhi´s
continued support for relief
and recovery efforts, Indian
officials said. The losses and
damage are the worst in Sri
Lanka since the devastating
200 4  t s un ami  tha t  k i l l ed
around 31,000 people there and
le f t  m ore  th an  a  m i l l i on
homeless.
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ISLAMABAD: (Crime
Observer Staff Reporter +
Media Desk) Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday
said that the country could not
achieve sustainable economic
development without the
complete elimination of
terrorism, extremism and

sectarianism from the country.
Addressing the National

Ulema Convention here, the
prime minister urged religious
scholars to play a proactive role
in discouraging sectarianism
and promoting unity, harmony
and brotherhood among all
schools of thought. He said

creating an atmosphere of
national cohesion was essential
for ensuring the country’s
prosperity and future progress.

The Convention was attended
by Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar,
Field Marshal Chief of Defence
Forces Syed Asim Munir,
ministers, parliamentarians,
and a large number of religious
scholars from various schools of
thoughts.

The prime minister said that
Allah Almighty had blessed
Pakistan with a great victory in
the Marka-e-Haq (battle of
truth) against India, which he
said was due to the
professionalism and bravery of
the armed forces, as well as the
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prayers of the nation.
He said Field Marshal Asim

Munir had led the war with
courage and unwavering
resolve, while all services, the
Pakistan Army, Pakistan Air
Force and Pakistan Navy,
contributed equally to the
victory.

The world, he added, was
acknowledging Pakistan’s
performance, and Muslim
countries were expressing pride
over the historic victory.
Despite this, he noted, certain
elements continued to spread
propaganda against the armed
forces.

Calling out the menace of
terrorism, he said the Khawarij
were carrying out attacks and
targeting innocent citizens and
security personnel. He said he
often met families of martyred
soldiers who expressed pride in
the sacrifices of their sons for
the country.

As regards the economy, the
prime minister said Pakistan
had reached a stage from where
it was about to take off towards
accelerated growth. He said the
country’s political and military
leadership had worked
tirelessly to steer the nation

away from the risk of default.
He reaffirmed the

government’s resolve to put
Pakistan on the path of
economic prosperity, saying
this was the time for
implementation and hard work.
By implementing austerity
measures, and working
collectively, he added, the
nation could fulfill the dreams
of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah.

PM Shehbaz Sharif said
national unity was
indispensable for addressing all
challenges facing the country
and for achieving long-term
stability and development.

In his address, Field Marshal
Asim Munir traced a deep
historical and spiritual
connection between the State of
Madinah and the State of
Pakistan. He said Pakistan had
been honoured with the
responsibility of safeguarding
the Haramain, a distinction he
described as a divine blessing.
He stressed that nations drifting
away from knowledge and
scholarship eventually
succumbed to disorder and
conflict, whereas dignity and
strength were earned through

learning and effort.
Calling terrorism an Indian

habit rather than a Pakistani
trait, he said the armed forces
confronted the enemy openly
and decisively. He reminded
the audience that in the Maarka
e Haq, Pakistan had achieved
victory through Allah’s help,
the courage of its forces and the
prayers of its people. Field
Marshal Munir said no
individual or group could
declare jihad except the state,
and urged scholars to keep the
nation united, broadening its
collective perspective.

Field Marshal Munir
concluded his remarks by
urging scholars to maintain
unity within the nation and
foster intellectual breadth
among the people.

Pakistan has witnessed an
uptick in terror activities,
especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the TTP
ended its ceasefire with the
government in November 2022.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
experienced a significant surge
in terrorism during 2025, with
over 500 attacks reported,
marking a 50 per cent increase
compared to the previous year.
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BEIRUT, Lebanon: (Crime
Observer Staff  Reporter  +
M e d i a  D e s k )  L e b a n e s e
President Joseph Aoun on
Friday told a United Nations
Security Council delegation his
country does not want war
with Israel, days after civilian
representatives from both sides
held their first talks in decades.

H e z b o l l a h  c h i e f  N a i m
Qassem, whose militant group
refuses to disarm, on Friday
backed Lebanon´s pursuit of
diplomacy but  cal led the
i n c l u s i o n  o f  a  c i v i l i a n
representative in talks with
Israel a “misstep”.

During Aoun´s meeting with
U N  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l
ambassadors, the president

said the Lebanese “do not want
war again, the Lebanese people
have suffered enough and

there will be no going back”,
according to a presidency
statement.

Aoun called on the envoys to
support the Lebanese army´s
efforts to disarm non-state
groups. The army expects to
complete the first phase of its
government-approved plan by
the end of the year.

“The Lebanese army will
p l a y  i t s  f u l l  r o l e . . .  T h e
international community must
support and assist it,” Aoun
said.

He added there was “no
going back” on the decision,
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“even if it requires some time,
because the Lebanese are tired
of military confrontations”.

Despite a November 2024
ceasefire that was supposed to
end m ore  than  a  year  o f
hostilities between Israel and
Iran-backed Hezbollah, Israel
has kept up strikes on Lebanon
and has also maintained troops
in five south Lebanon areas it
deems strategic.

On Wednesday,  civil ian
representatives from Lebanon
and Israel joined the meetings
of a committee tasked with
monitoring the ceasefire, a
move Aoun has said was to
a v o i d  a  s e c o n d  w a r  o n
Lebanon.

In  a  te lev ise d  add res s ,
Hezbollah chief Qassem said
his group supports the state´s
decision to choose “diplomacy
to end the aggression and
implement” the ceasefire, but
he  strongly cr i t ic i sed the
i n c l u s i o n  o f  a  c i v i l i a n
representative.

“We consider this measure
an additional misstep on top of
the sin” of the government´s
decision in August to task the
a r m y  w i t h  d i s a r m i n g
Hezbollah, he said.

“This concession will not
change the enemy´s position,
n o r  i t s  a g g r e s s i o n  o r
occupation,” he added, urging
authorities to reconsider.

Aoun emphasised on Friday
“the need to pressure the
Israeli side to implement the
ceasefire and withdraw, and
expressed his hope for pressure
from the delegation”.

He said that any outcome
from these talks “depends
primarily on Israel´s position,
upon which the negotiations
will  ei ther reach practical
results or fail”.

The committee will hold a
new round of talks, with the
c i v i l i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
included, starting December
19.

The UN delegation visited
Syrian capital Damascus on
T h u r s d a y  a n d  m e t  w i t h
Lebanese officials on Friday. It
is due to inspect the border
area in southern Lebanon the
following day, accompanied by
US envoy Morgan Ortagus.

Af ter  meeting with the
delegation, Parliament Speaker
Nabih Berri, a close ally of
H e z b o l l a h ,  s t r e s s e d  t ha t
“negotiating under f ire  is

unacceptable”. “Stability in the
s o u t h  r e q u i r e s  I s r a e l ´ s
adherence to UN Resolution
1 7 0 1  a n d  t h e  c e a s e f i r e
agreement by halting its daily
violations and withdrawing
be hi nd  th e  i n te rn a t i o n a l
border,” he added, referring to
a UN resolution that ended the
2006 war between Hezbollah
and Israel.

On Thursday, Israel struck
four southern Lebanese towns,
s a y i n g  i t  w a s  t a r g e t i n g
He z b o l l a h  in f ra s t r u c tu re
including weapons depots to
stop the group from rearming.

UN peacekeepers called the
strikes “clear violations of
Security Council resolution
1701”.

The peacekeepers also said
their vehicles were fired on by
six men on three mopeds near
Bint Jbeil on Thursday. There
w e r e  n o  i n j u r i e s  i n  t h e
incident.

Hezbollah refuses to disarm
but has not been responding to
Israeli attacks. It has, however,
promised a response to the
killing of its military chief in a
strike on Beirut´s southern
suburbs last month.


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BEIJING: (Crime Observer
Staff Reporter + Media Desk) 
French President Emmanuel
Macron told Xi Jinping that
F r a n c e  a n d  C h i n a  m u s t
overcome their “differences”,
as the two leaders met in
Beijing on Thursday.

“ S o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  a r e
di f ferences ,  but  i t  i s  our
responsibility to overcome
them for the greater good,”
Macron told Xi during the
meeting.

The Chinese leader echoed
Macron, cal ling for “more

stable” ties with France during
their talks at the Great Hall of
the People.

Xi said China was willing to
work with France “to exclude
any interference” and “make
the comprehensive strategic
partnership between China
and France more stable”.

Macron and his wife Brigitte
were given a grand welcome
by Xi and First Lady Peng
Liyuan to the Great Hall of the
People, where the ceremony
was moved indoors due to cold
weather. Macron blew kisses to
children who held flowers,
whi l e  a  ban d played  the
national  anthems of  both
countries.

Top of Macron´s agenda
during his three-day visit to
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China is the issue of Ukraine
and the role Beijing could play
in securing a ceasefire.

“We must continue to work
towards peace and stability in
the world, and in Ukraine and
other regions affected by war,”
Macron told Xi, adding: “Our
capacity to work together is
decisive.”

The French president also
called for rebalancing trade
ties, and urged Xi to work with
G7 countries for rules-based
economic governance.

Macron, visiting China for
the fourth time since taking
office in 2017, is also expected
to meet with Premier Li Qiang
before travelling to Chengdu,
where two giant pandas loaned
t o  F r a n c e  w e r e  r e c e n t l y
returned.

M a c r o n  h a s  s o u g h t  t o
pressure Xi to help secure a
ceasefire in Ukraine, as the war
with Russia drags .

China regularly calls for
peace talks and respect for the
terri torial  integri ty of  al l
co u ntr i e s ,  bu t  ha s  n ev e r
condemned Russia for its 2022
invasion.

Western governments accuse
Beijing of providing Russia

with crucial economic support
for its war effort, notably by
supplying it with military
components for its defence
industry.

Macron´s three-day visit to
Beijing follows a trip to Paris
b y  U k r a i n e ´ s  P r e s i d e n t
Volodymyr Zelensky, who
urged Europe to stand by Kyiv
as US President Donald Trump
pushes a plan to end the war.

“We share the view that the
war must be brought to a fair
end,” Zelensky wrote on social
media after Monday´s talks
wi th Macron,  w hi ch a l so
included phone calls  with
other European leaders.

Macron is also due to discuss
trade with his Chinese hosts,
wi th the European Union
facing a massive trade deficit
of $357 billion with the Asian
powerhouse.

“It is necessary for China to
consume more and export
less... and for Europeans to
save less and produce more,”
an adviser to Macron said.

Ma cro n h a s  p re v i ou s l y
called for the European Union
to reduce its dependence on
China and for a “European
preference” in the tech sector.

L a s t  m o n t h ,  h e  t o l d  a
European summit  of  tech
leaders and ministers from
across the continent that the
bloc does not want to be a
“vassal” to US and Chinese
tech companies. The French
president will stay in China
until Friday, with a final stop
i n  C h e n g d u  i n  t h e
southwestern province of
Sichuan.

Last week, two giant pandas
loaned to France by China
were flown to their ancestral
home to retire at an animal
sanctuary in the city.

T h e  C h i n e s e  e m b a s s y
promised new bears would
soon be dispatched to make up
for the popular pair leaving.

The Chengdu visit is “quite
e x c e p t i o n a l  i n  C h i n e s e
p r o t o c o l ” ,  t h e  F r e n c h
presidency said, adding it was
“appreciated as  such” by
Macron.

During his last trip to China,
the French president was given
a rock  star  welcome at  a
university in the southern city
of Guangzhou, with students
c h a n t i n g  h i s  n a m e  a n d
scrambling for selfies and
high-fives.
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BRUSSELS, Belgium: (Crime
Observer Staff  Reporter  +
Media Desk) EU leaders struck
a deal on Friday to provide
Ukraine a loan of 90 billion
euros to  plug its  looming
budget shortfalls -- but failed
to  agree  on u sing f rozen
Russian assets to come up with
the funds.

The middle-of-the-night
agreement reached at summit
talks in Brussels offers Kyiv a
desperately needed lifeline as
US President Donald Trump
pushes for a quick deal to end
Russia´s nearly four-year war.

“T od a y ´ s  de c i s i on  w i l l
provide Ukraine  with the
necessary means to defend
itse l f  and to  su pport  the
Ukrainian people,” European
Council head Antonio Costa,
who chaired the summit, said.

U k r a i n i a n  P r e s i d e n t
Volodymyr Zelensky wrote on
X that the deal “is significant
support that truly strengthens

our resilience,” adding: “It is
important that Russian assets
remain immobilized and that
U k r a i n e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a
financial security guarantee for
the coming years.”

In a post on Telegram, the
K r e m l i n ´ s  t o p  e c o n o m i c
negotiator Kiril l  Dmitriev
w e l c o m e d  t h e  f a i l u re  t o
“illegitimately use Russian
assets to finance Ukraine,”
adding that “for  the time
being, the law and common
sense have won a victory.”

After scrambling around for
a solution, EU leaders settled
on a loan for the next two years
backed by the bloc´s common
budget.

The number one option on
the table had been to tap
around 200 billion euros of
Russian central bank assets
frozen in the EU to generate a
loan for Kyiv.

Briefing reporters as the
summit wrapped up, Prime

Minister Bart De Wever said he
be l iev ed “ra t ional i ty  has
prevailed”.

M e a n w h i l e ,  R u s s i a ´ s
Vladimir Putin on Friday said
the ball was in the court of the
West and Kyiv in talks to end
the war in Ukraine,  while
h a i l i n g  Mo s co w ´ s  re c en t
b a t t l e f i e l d  g a i n s  a n d
threatening more.

Speaking during his annual
end-of-year news conference --
a staple of his 25-year rule --
P u t i n  t o l d  Ru ss ia ns  t ha t
Moscow was intent on pressing
on in  Ukraine ,  s tr ik ing a
confident tone.

The 73-year-old repeatedly
says that Moscow will seize the
rest of Ukrainian land he has
proclaimed as Russian by force
if talks fail.

Putin said he did not feel
personally responsible for the
tens of thousands of people
killed since Moscow launched
its offensive, which has become
Europe´s worst conflict since
World War II.

“We did not start this war,”
he said, repeating a frequent
narrative pushed by Moscow
throughout the conflict.


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The brutal attack on a
police vehicle in Khyber
Pa k h tu nkh w a ’s  D er a
Ismail Khan (DI Khan)
district on Wednesday –
which claimed the lives of
three police personnel,
including an assistant
sub-inspector – has once
a g a i n  l a i d  b a r e  t h e
w o r s e n i n g  s e c u r i t y
landscape. This incident
came barely a day after
Mi r a n s h a h  A s s i s ta n t
Commissioner Shah Wali
and two police personnel
were martyred in Bannu.
In a parallel development,
security forces eliminated

seven terrorists in two
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  N o r t h
Waziristan. The pattern is
unmistakable: Pakistan’s
battle against terrorism is
entering a deadlier phase,
with casualties climbing
at an alarming pace. In
fact, some assessments –
s u c h  a s  o n e  b y  T h e
Khorasan Diary – even
indicate that 2025 is on
course to  become the
worst year in two decades
i n  te rm s  o f  t e r ro r i s t
attacks, fatal i t ies and
i n j u r i e s .  T w o r e c e n t
terrorism assessments
present an even more
disturbing picture. The
Pakistan Institute for
Conflic t  and Security
Studies (PICSS) reports a
significant surge in terror
a t tac ks  in  No vember
alone, with militants –
c h i e f l y  f r o m  g r o u p s
linked to the TTP and
B L A  –  i n c r e a s i n g l y
striking “soft targets”,
leading to a marked rise
in civilian deaths.

Similarly, the Centre for
Research and Security
Studies (CRSS) noted a 25

per cent increase in
violence during the first 11
months of 2025. At least
3,187 people – civilians,
security personnel and
militants – lost their lives
in 1,188 incidents of
violence, compared to
2,546 fatalities recorded in
all of 2024. KP and
Balochistan remain the
epicentres of this
bloodshed, accounting for
over 96 per cent of all
fatalities and 92 per cent of
violent incidents. These
statistics narrate a
devastating tale of the
revival of militancy after
Pakistan had already paid
the staggering price of
70,000–80,000 casualties
during the ‘war on terror’.
What we need is a
fundamental reassessment
of our counterterrorism
policy – one anchored in
political unity, which is
one thing that remains
sorely absent in the
country. In this, the KP
government, led by the
PTI, must engage
constructively with the
centre since this is not only

Fighting
terrorism
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a provincial issue but
really a national one with
implications for every
citizen’s security. Yet,
political polarisation
continues to cloud what
should be a clear national
priority. Statements by PTI
founder Imran Khan from
Adiala jail concerning
Afghanistan and
counterterror operations
have led to mixed signals
at a time when absolute
clarity is essential. And
let’s face it: on terrorism
and its facilitators,
confusion is a luxury
Pakistan cannot afford.

A n y  n e w
c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m
framework must be built
through consultat ion
among all stakeholders
and it must incorporate
the concerns of affected
l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .
P a k i s t a n  h a s  sh o w n
considerable restraint in
dealing with Afghanistan
–  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e
Afghan Taliban regime
has provided space and
logistical convenience to
T T P  f a c t i o n s  w h i l e

publicly denying their
presence  on i ts  so i l .
Mediation attempts by
Qatar and Turkiye have
p r o d u c e d  l i t t l e
movement.  And now
international media has
reported that even the
latest round of talks in
Saudi Arabia failed to
yield a breakthrough,
though both sides agreed
to maintain a  fragi le
ceasefire. Afghanistan
must commit, clearly and
in wri t ing,  to  taking
action against groups
o p e r a t i n g  f r o m  i t s
territory and launching
attacks inside Pakistan. If
the Taliban are unwilling

o r  u n a b l e  t o  d o  s o ,
Pakistan will have little
choice but to consider
economic and diplomatic
measures that compel
c o m p l i a n c e .  A l l
diplomatic channels must
be exhausted, but the
international community
also has a responsibility.
The world must pressure
the Afghan Taliban to
curb terrorism instead of
enabling it. Pakistan is
currently the primary
victim of the Afghan
Tal iban’s  permiss ive
posture towards militant
groups. But if this trend
continues, it will not be
the last – nor the only –
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